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Peace and Goodwill to all 

This Christmas 
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2012 –we celebrated and commemo-

rated.  

Anti clockwise  top left; Easter,;, 

URC at 40 Sylvia, Pam, Fred at their 

feet;  
the Queen’s diamond Jubilee, Bar-

bara’s Bible from the coronation;  

Dr Bertha Patel’s birthday + fare-

well;   

and Sylvia held an Olympic nation-

wide relay torch.  
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 Dear friends, 

  
By the time you get this we will have begun, or at least almost be-

gun, the season of Advent.  The four week period in the run up to 

Christmas is a time of preparation for Christmas itself.   
  

The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the sea-

son is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ and the anticipa-

tion of the return of Christ as king. Advent is far more than simply 
marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth 

about God, that he came in Christ that the world might be reconciled 

to him. That is a process in which we now participate, and the fulfil-
ment of which we anticipate.  

  

In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the 
spiritual journey of individuals and congregations, as they affirm that 

Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and that He 

will come again in power. That acknowledgment provides a basis for 

our discipleship in the world as we seek to live out Christ’s com-
mands to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to "love 

your neighbour as yourself." 

  
We remember that Jesus is the ‘author and perfector of faith’ the 

‘Alpha and Omega’, the ‘beginning and the end’.  Advent is marked 

by a spirit of yearning, of longing, of connecting again with God 

through Jesus.  It is good to spend time in preparation for the  
celebration of God breaking into the world as the child of Bethlehem 

and for his return to the world as King. 

  
In the midst of the business of this season I hope you will be able to 

do just that.  May your time be blessed.  May your celebrations at the 

end be joyous.  May God journey with you. 

 

The Study 
Mid November 
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The flowers in our Church for January 2013  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

Jan 6th   D Hodges 

Jan 13th   T Hird 

Jan 20th   C Rivers 

Jan 27th  M Fell 

Welcome Jesus Christ, the MESSIAH 

 I send you all my very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.   
  

Graham J Sweeney. 

  

  
 

 

 

  

 The flowers in our Church for December have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Rota for 2013 is now in the porch.  Please sign up if you can. 

Dec 2nd  L + V Reid 

Dec 9th  T Hird 

Dec 16th   

Dec 23+30th G Hamblin 

By Emilio 
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CALENDAR FOR  DECEMBER  2012  

Sat  1st 3. pm Induction of the new minister at Sutton Coldfield 
URC 

Sun 2nd  9.15am  ‘BURST INTO ADVENT’—Family worship led 
by Mr Joe Blackburn who is a member of Hodge 

Hill URC,  followed by breakfast. 

Fri 7th   10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sat 8th 7.30 am  Concert in aid of church funds given by the 
‘Circle Singers’  

Fri 14th  10.30am Coffee morning 

Sun 16th 10.30am  Family worship including Holy 
Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Fri 21th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 23rd  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Gordon Moyes who is 
a member of Pype Hayes URC. 

Tue 25th  10am  Christmas Day service led by our minister 

Sun 30th  10.30am  Family worship led by Ms Jo Bull who is a mem-
ber of Sutton Coldfield URC. 

O Come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

4pm  Carols and Christingle service 
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CALENDAR FOR  JANUARY 2013 

Sun 13th  10.30am  Family worship led by our minister Rev Graham 
Sweeney 

Thurs 17th Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 18 Jan 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 20th  10.30am  Family worship with  Holy 
Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Fri 25th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 27th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Chris Wall who is a 
member of Banners Gate Community Church 

Fri 29th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Jesus Christ, 

the same yesterday, 

today and forever. 

 

Please see centre pages for  times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 
 

7pm Cheese and Wine evening at the home of 
David   and Hillary Bedford 

Sun 6th  10.45am   Combined morning service at Pype 
Hayes    URC 

Fri 11th  10.30am  Coffee morning 
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The beauty of patience 
 

Our children are ardently counting down to Christmas.  Do you know 

that some of the youngest ones prefer playing with the box and wrap-
pings to the present itself? - that’s official—a report says so!. 

 

 I wonder how Mary and Joseph felt four weeks before the birth of 
Jesus all those years ago.  Did they ponder what the baby would look 

like for example; and after all those centuries when so many of their 

compatriots had forgotten the messages of the Old Testament , those 

two  were able to say yes when the Angel delivered the news of 
Mary’s pregnancy.  In her final days, instead of being able to ease her 

swollen feet there she was having to journey long distance on donkey

-back. We know it was all worth it.  Glory to God. 

 

 
 

CIRCLE SINGERS PRESENT 

A Christmas Concert  in aid of Church funds 

 

on  8th of December  

 

at 7.30pm  

 

at Erdington United Reformed Church 

 Holly Lane. 

Tickets are available from Thelma or Hugh  

and are priced at £6.00, 

 including light refreshments.  
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David Lewis’s walk on the GeoPark Way 

 
Further to my report in the September edition of the Monthly Paper I 

am pleased to report that I have now successfully completed the Ge-

opark Way from Bridgnorth to Gloucester.  

  

Churches Together in Erdington 

Christmas Open Air Service 

Saturday 15th December,  

11.am 

outside the Co-op 

Erdington High Street 
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On the week beginning September the 10th to 17th we took our cara-
van down to a site near Newent a few miles from Gloucester and 

during that week we were lucky with the weather and I managed to 

walk 5 consecutive days finishing a few miles from the Cathedral, 

the official finishing point for the walk; and this enabled me to do a 
final walk on Saturday the 22nd September, completing the 109 

miles long walk in 19 days. 

 
On reflection this has been the hardest walk I have done; thanks to 

the wettest summer I can remember, the mud [acres of it!!] and my 

Achilles heel problem.   
 

 

Also, being a ridge walk meant I have had to climb and descend 

12,533 feet between Bridgnorth and Gloucester.  However I have 
been richly rewarded with some magnificent views from the tops of 

the Abberley Hills, the Malvern Hills [at 1350 feet the highest point 

of the walk] Oyster Hill, Chase End Hill and May Hill and have 
walked through the grounds of Eastnor Castle as well as several 

nature reserves and seen the tide coming in and going out many 

miles from the sea  on the tidal banks of the River Severn. 
 

As in previous years I am indebted to my Support Team of Pam and 

Sylvia who have transported me to and fro between the stages and 

gone on to do their own things whilst I was walking. 
 

Finally, may I thank you all for your patience and support and at the 

end of the day the Church and the Ronald McDonald House Charity 
should see between £900 raised by sponsorship for these good caus-

es. 

Three wise women—Donated by Thelma Hird from her files 
A thought for Christmas.  Do you know what would have hap-

pened if there had been three wise women instead of three wise 

men?  They would have asked directions, arrived on time, helped 

deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, brought 
practical gifts and there would be peace on Earth. (Pass it on to 

the wise women in your life!) 
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Congratulations to Sutton Coldfield URC on the induction of their 

new minister Reverend David Walton on December 1st.   

 
The congregation at St. Barnabas will hopefully be back in their 

church for Christmas following it’s rebuilding . 

 
Spare a prayer for Christians in Palestine – an article in the Bible So-

ciety’s winter magazine says life there is so hazardous that they are 

leaving and at such a rate  there will soon be none left there.  That’s 

the area where Jesus was born.  Their local Bible Society is working 
to  show the children a future of hope and Biblical values. 

 

Spare a prayer too for our media, it’s stars and the world of big busi-
ness and power. Andrew Graystone, presenter of BBC Radio 4's Dai-

ly Service programme and Director of the Church and Media Net-

work, has  asked staff and the public to pray for the organization.. 
  

A service to mark The Week of Christian Unity 2013 is coming 

up on January 24th, at 4pm.and due to be held at St Barnabas. 
(Listen out for a change if the church is not ready).  It will be an Ioni-
an type service and the theme is. ‘What does God require of us?’ 

The Erdington food bank might be ready to open by then and if so 

it will be launched at the service. 
 

Don’t forget  www.easyfundraising.org.uk  when shopping online as 

when you do so  money will go to your chosen charity.  

 
Applause please-To everyone associated with our church activities 

this year, whether attending, taking part, or helping out. Let’s do it  

all again in 2013. 

News 

In 

Brief 

Father God, be with all those in need this Christmas.  Let them 

receive the Light of serenity, and hope, through Jesus Christ, 

the Light, our Saviour and your only begotten son.  Amen 
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

We wish you  a happy Christmas and New year and hope to  see you in 2013.    

We wish everyone a Happy Christmas, and a healthy New Year .   

Dec  13th  2:15 p.m. Carols and Mince Pies 

Dec 27th  2:15 p.m. No Meeting 

Jan 10th  2:15 p.m. New Year Party 

Jan  24th  2:15 p.m. AGM 

Dec 4th 7:45pm Christmas party 

Jan 15th  7.45pm AGM and talk by Pat Burford 

 
 

Thank You 

 
Sarah McMahon would like to say thank you 

to everyone who supported her Children in 
Need Coffee morning. £160.20 was raised. 

Pictured: Pudsey with 

some of the coins collected 

Christmas Cards  
As in previous years there will be a large Christmas Greetings Card 

displayed in church during December. The idea is to save sending 

cards to all your church friends. Instead by donating the money used 

to purchase the cards to the church treasurer, this can either, at your 
re-quest be allocated to church funds or the church’s nominated char-

ity the Ronald McDonald House,  It is an ideal way of greeting your 

friends and also supporting a worthwhile cause.  

John McMahon. 
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COFFEE MORNINGS   
A Happy Christmas and New Year to all. We’re taking a break at 
Christmas and are back on Friday Jan 11th 10.30am—noon.  .   

 

 
 

 

 

Fellowship review by Judy Ratcliffe 
 

On 16th October Sue Arnold gave us a new lease of life with some 

gentle yoga, which is an Indian system to help the body and mind.  
Yogis say: ‘Healthy spine, healthy person’. 

 

We had a warm up and then relaxed.  We sat and did gentle exercis-
es and then relaxed again.  We all enjoyed the experience. 

 

On 6th November we had a talk from Sophia who is the fundraising 

manager for the Midland Air Ambulance whose slogan is ‘saving 
lives by saving time’ 

 

There are 3 helicopter bases covering 6 counties – 6,000 sq. miles.  
The helicopters are up and running in 3 ½ minutes and costs £2,500 

per flight.  We made a donation of £109.75p.  They are hoping to 

raise enough money to buy a ‘Night Flight’ helicopter, which would 
be based at RAF Cosford, in Shropshire, to save even more lives.  

 

The Guild has had wonderful talks from, Elizabeth Walker on Tan-

zania, and from Nigel Crowther on Australia revisited.  We’ll be fea-
turing those reports next year to help warm up our winter.  

 

Players Review:  I did wonder about a who dunnit from the Players 
at this time of year, but then I did not know JB Priestley's play, ‘An 

Inspector Calls’. I should have guessed that the Players would pull 

off something special.  The play was an all round lavish experience.  
The story was gripping, and the stage sets and costumes a visual de-

light.  The story, set in  1912 was very pertinent to our times, and the 

delivery by the actors somehow made you see the now even as you 

were watching the then—them in the 1912s .  The cast was very 
strong.  An exit poll of the audience show they enjoyed it immense-

ly. There was much discussion about the mystery surrounding  the 

police inspector.  Well done Players.  The cast are pictured on the 
back cover of this magazine. 
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Thank you From the Family of Evelyn Reeves 1922-2012 

whose Thanksgiving Service took place at Erdington URC  
  
‘A big thank you to the ladies of the church who catered brilliantly 

for the family and friends of Evelyn after the service and to the Rev 

Bob Ash and the organist Annabel, who conducted the service with 

such sensitivity. 
  

I was amazed at the number of people who came to share in the 

thanksgiving service.  Evelyn was 90 and at that good age, most 
friends are either incapacitated or have died before them, but the ser-

vice was so well attended.   

  
I was very moved, when speaking to a Cub leader from Pype Hayes, 

who said, “we are who we are today, because of the work John and 

Evelyn did”.  What better testimonial could there be?’  

 
 Lilian Greenhalgh (nee Reeves), John’s sister. 

Feedback on Churches Together Erdington’s  first Black history month 
service at 6 Ways Baptist church, has been good.  One highlight was a 

presentation of favourite choruses by  black elders of 6 Ways.   

 

Members of the Erdington  
churches featured in the  

programme, including  

Vera Gilbert  who is pictured 
at  September’s  

‘Time to Rise Up’ event  

at Chester Rd Baptist church, 
holding a book by 

 

Dr Kate Coleman—centre,  

and to the right is 
 

Angela  Richards from  

6 Ways.  
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OBITUARY FOR EVELYN REEVES 

  

Evelyn was born in Oldham on 24th January 1922 and had an elder 

sister Lilian. She was educated at Limeside and Hollinwood School 
leaving at the age of 14 to join a local company as a seamstress. The 

love of her life was John Reeves. They first met at Sunday School at 

the local Baptist Church in Hollinwood. After courting from the age 
of 19 she married John on 24th August 1944 at Beulah Baptist 

Church. In the late 1950’s John’s work brought both of them to Bir-

mingham and they moved to Hollydale Road where they spent the 

rest of their lives. Evelyn had various part time jobs apart from main-
taining the family home. 

 

They worshipped initially at Pype Hayes Congregational Church lat-
er moving to U.R.C. at Holly Lane. Evelyn’s love of the church saw 

her and John support all church activities and events including regu-

lar worship. Until ill health prevailed Evelyn was a regular member 

and past president of the Women’s Guild. Their other activities in-
cluded supporting both John Taylor Hospice and Highbury Theatre. 

 

Although they had no children of their own Evelyn had a great fond-
ness for looking after and caring for children of family and friends. 

This included working with the Cub Scouts for many years at Pype 

Hayes. Evelyn respected and cared for young people and was proud 
to impart her knowledge. 

 

Evelyn is succeeded by her niece Mavis and nephews Michael and 

David all of whom had a special place in her heart. She often spoke 
with great affection of John’s family and in particular his sister 

Lilian.  

 
We will remember Evelyn for her warm, welcoming and caring na-

ture. You could not question how much she loved John, he was her 

rock and at last they are together in God’s Kingdom. A legacy of 
love and devotion to her husband and her Church could be her Epi-

taph. 

 

John McMahon 
 



 16 

Memories of the Women’s Fellowship 
By Judy Ratcliffe 

 

 

The ‘Women’s  Fellowship’ was first formed on 8th November 1955 

and started with 7 members.  They decided to meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday each month and since that time there has been an unbroken 

record.  The first anniversary was celebrated with a beetle drive, 50 

people attended.  There was £10 in the funds and the group gave £2 

to the church, £1 to the organ fund and £2 to the Hungarian relief 
fund. 

 

By 1961 there were 21 members.  They decided to start a 60plus 
group.  It was so successful that within 4 years there were 75 people 

attending. 

 
We celebrated our 25th, 40th and 50th anniversaries in style. 

 

 

Celebrating 40 years of the United Reformed Church 

(Below: a view of Erdington URC in a winter past) 
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On October 14th 2000 
we held our first Plough-

man’s lunch which Sylvia 

Errington organized and 

has done ever since.   
 

 

 

 We enjoyed a three 

course lunch and raffle.  

This event has proved very popular over the years and we hope to 
continue as long as possible. 

 

That year we made 
£302.30 profit.   

(copy of ticket right) 

Below: Another day at Holly Lane’s  fair from Vi Baggott’s 

album.  Our then minister Rev Pam Ward defies the adage ‘never 

work with children and animals! 'Then again she looks prepared. 
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  PDSA – Holly Hive  by Gill Carmell & her daughter Lucy  

 
Although Holly Hive began at Erdington Presbyterian Church in Sep-
tember 1968, it was in fact a spin off from the group that had been 

formed at Nechells Presbyterian Church in 1940. At that time the 

membership consisted of children from the Primary Department of 

the Sunday School and it was led by a Miss Edith Ward with Kath 
Neville assisting. Miss Ward was the ‘Hive Keeper’ and the children 

‘Busy Bees’ who were encouraged to work like bees to collect items 

like silver foil, and woollens to raise money for the animal charity.  

Then in August 1964 Kath Neville became the leader and in true 
‘Kath’ style within a month the children had been on an outing to the 

PDSA hospital in Nottingham and held a Toy Sale. This was to set 

the trend for the following three decades! And it was during this peri-

od that the first of several Pet Services was held. 
At the time Enid Blyton was a patron of the charity, her official  title 

being ‘Queen Bee’.  

Kath and the Holly Hive who are weighted down with badges 

and other trophies  
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Following a move to Erdington, Kath started Holly Hive in 1968 at 
Erdington Presbyterian Church.  There was so much interest she also 

began an Animal Service group for the 13 -20 year olds.  

 

Initially there were 17 members, mostly in the younger age bracket,  
who met monthly for meetings ranging from quizzes, games, films 

and talks and advice on animal welfare. Parents weren’t let off the 

hook – moms, nans, aunties and any willing knitter was encouraged 
to knit blankets for the animal hospitals.   

 

 

Over the years there were visits from a variety of animal groups-

Midland Owl Rescue, local vet John Speer, police dog handler and 

dog and a  bee keeper were just some of them. Busy Bees made out-

side visits  to Wythall Animal Sanctuary (where they adopted a re-
tired race horse called Raymond!), Birmingham Dogs’ Home, Duke 

St. Police Stables and a local trip to meet a golden retriever called 

Bonnie, grandmother to the Blue Peter guide dog, Goldie.  
 

Many animal charities besides PDSA were supported including 

Guide Dogs for the Blind,  Dogs for the Disabled and Hearing Dogs 
for the Deaf. Some of our church members may still recall fund rais-
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ing events such as a sponsored knit in, toy sales, coffee mornings ga-
lore and a much appreciated sponsored silence! The most original was 

a play, written by June and Brian Roberts’ son, David, which the chil-

dren rehearsed and performed raising £7.60! 

 

A great incentive for the children to gather ‘honey’ ( foil, stamps 

etc.) was the opportunity to gain badges in recognition of their 

efforts. These were worn on sashes, which in some cases were so 

heavily laden it’s a miracle the child could stand. 

 

Kath’s efforts didn’t go unnoticed by PDSA Head Office. She re-
ceived a 50 years service award from Princess Alexandra in 1992, the 

prestigious Edwards Bridges Webb award ( only one awarded each 

year) in 1997 and in 1998 she was invited to a reception at St. James’ 

Palace in recognition of her years of loyal service. 
The monthly meetings finally ended in 1995, but a PDSA supporters’ 

group continued until Kath passed away in 2007. 

 
 

Kath was pas-

sionate about 
the charity, 

the children 

and of course 

the animals 
that were 

helped, but 

none of it 
would have 

been possible 

without the 

support of her 
husband Den-

nis.   

 
 

P.S. : I still take donations of used postage stamps, clean sheets and 

towels to the Aston Treatment Centre and would be grateful for any 
contributions. 
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Memories from Lois 

Hopkins, (drawing by 

Sarah Bedford) 
 

The Sunday evening 

Youth Club was formed 
in the 1980’s.  It was led by Roz and Derek Hudson, John Pitt and me 

and offered the teenagers of the church a space to talk and have fun 

together. 
 

Roz and Derek bravely took a group on a Barge weekend working the 

Birmingham canals whilst John Pitt, Bob Ash and I took groups Youth 

Hostelling in the Malvern’s and the Lake District.  Bob drove the mini-
bus with an enthusiasm that caused David Turner to part with his 

breakfast on one outing. 

 
His fast pace was another source of general disgruntlement.  In an at-

tempt to slow him down Helen McMahon secretly filled his rucksack 

with heavy stones but to no avail.  We simply weren’t as fit as Bob. 

 
By happy chance Bob and Rev Pam Ward  were both at our church on 

the same day recently, and they are both still full of fun.. The Revs are 

pictured with Sarah McMahon with Bob’s wife Lorraine next to Pam. 
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URC at 40   Memories from the Players by Angie Smout 
 

The 1970s were definitely a time of great change for Erdington Con-

gregational church.  Early in the decade it became necessary to consid-
er moving from our church building.  Our long-serving minister, Mr 

Surman, was due to retire among many other factors.  Also the fact 

that all the nonconformist churches were merging to become URC by 
name it was decided that Erdington Congregational members should 

combine with Holly Lane church. 

 

So in 1977 the Erdington Players presented Salad Days, a musical, for 
their last production on the Erdington Congs stage.  Great fun and 

great memories and repeated a couple of decades later. 

Following the move to Holly Lane, The Players as we were now 
known were determined and hopeful that we would carry the Players 

tradition by members to our new church venue.  We were fortunate 

that these expectations were fulfilled thanks to the total support of 
everyone at Holly Lane and particularly from the Minister at the time, 

Mr Cranston. 

 

While a much needed new Hall complete with stage was built, The 
Players turned to another church in the URC family – Sutton Coldfield 

URC.  Here with their church members joining us three successful 

productions including the pantomime Dick Wittington, were per-
formed at their new church hall in Sutton Coldfield and further links 

of friendship were made. 

 
Then in 1979 the first play was performed on the Holly Lane Stage 

entitled Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime – a comedy which was very well 

received and a fitting start to the Players continuing contribution to 

church life at Holly Lane, with great support from our loyal audiences. 
 

Only last Christmas the Players got together with members of Wade St 

URC for a production of Rock Nativity, with performances that were 
well attended at both Wade Street church and Holly Lane church.  An-

other example of the friendly links that are made between individual 

United Reformed Churches and long may it continue. 

 
(See back page) 
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2012 Above: one of our many moments of fel-
lowship with friends—Harvest lunch. 

It rained and rained this year, but we also got 

the rainbows. 

David Lewis finishes his marathon walk at 
Gloucester cathedral. 

Below:  We say  
farewell to Dr 

Bertha Patel 

(front centre in 

black coat).  She 
is now living 

with her daugh-

ter, son-in-law 
and family in the 

south. 
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Monthly Paper Editor 

Ms Vera Gilbert (0121)  240 4230 

verasplace@blueyonder.co.uk  

www.erdington.2day.ws 

 

The deadline for the  February  2013 edition is Sunday 13th  January 

Church Secretary 

Miss Thelma Hird 

(0121)  352 0371 

Minister 

Rev Graham J. Sweeney B.A. MPhil 

(0121)  373 9118  (m)07811 211 066 

e-mail: brumgraham@blueyonder.co.uk 

  

Erdington United Reformed Church 

Holly Lane, Erdington, Birmingham  B24 
9JS 

erdingtonurc.org. 

SEASONS GREETINGS  from the PLAYERS  
  

 

We’ve run life’s race as best we could this year and as my Tante 
used to say if God spares our lives in 2013 we look forward to wel-

coming new faces, hearts and minds.  .  Do keep sending us your sto-

ries – past, present, the kids, the pets, whatever takes your fancy .  

 
 Have a truly Blessed Christmas and New Year everyone.  Ed. 

Photograph of the cast of ‘An Inspector Calls’ © Alan Roberts 


