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  Dear Friends, 

 
Summer is over again and we return to the daily tasks that September 

and beyond brings.  I hope those of you who were away on holidays 

during July and August had a good time and come back refreshed. 
 

I want to express a word of thanks to all who gave time and energy 

during the ‘work party’ week at the beginning of August, especially 
David Bedford who continued on into a second week so that things 

were completed and back to normal.  I am often told that the build-

ings of our church are always looked after well.  It is down to those 

who give of their time and effort to do the sort of things that hap-
pened in the beginning of August so a very BIG thank you to you all. 

 

In September our minds turn to planning for the coming year and so I 
remind you that at the Church meeting on the 9 September we will be 

doing just that ~ setting the important event dates for 2013.   

Please make sure your organisation is represented at that meeting or 

that you give dates required to either me or the church secretary in 
good time. 

 

As we move into autumn let us give thanks to God for the enjoyment 
of summer activities, for the refreshment of time relaxing.  Let us 

also rededicate ourselves to the service of the kingdom as we pick up 

on the return to weekly worship, meetings and church activities. 
 

I wish you and yours every good blessing and remain as always your 

friend and minister 

 
Graham J Sweeney 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR  FOR  SEPTEMBER   2012  

Sun 2nd  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Joe Blackburn who is 
a member of Hodge Hill URC 

Fri 7th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 9th 10.30am  Family worship including a ‘service of thanks-
giving for the birth of a child’ led by the minis-

ter.  CHURCH MEETING follows after worship. 

Fri 14th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 16th  10.30am  Harvest and Gift Day service 

led by the  minister followed 

by harvest lunch 

Thurs 20th  7.30pm  Elders meeting at the Manse  

Fri 21st 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 23rd  10.30am  Family worship led by Rev David Tennant who 
is a retired Baptist Minister. 

Fri 28th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 30th  10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Stephen Willey who 
is an Industrial Chaplain for the NEC Group. 

 

 

 

For seedtime and Harvest, 

Thanks be to God 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



The flowers in our Church for September  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church 

Sept 2nd  V Oley   

Sept 9th   P Allen    

Sept  16th 
(harvest)   

H MacGregor  

Sept  23rd  B Wright    

Sept  30th  Donation Given. 

 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

I wonder if you saw any interesting creatures on your holidays. I am 

reminded that children through the centuries have been fascinated by 
creepy crawlies and  slimy creatures. 

 

I have observed, snails and slugs, cats and kittens, even a hedgehog 
wandering around in the dark; squirrels, flying ants, midges and mos-

quitos, and  a dragonfly.  Our church garden has loved the weather 

this year, things have grown well.  People are concerned about how 
climate change affects our world. It is encouraging to think that as 

long as there are children God’s creatures will be loved and cher-

ished.    

 
 

 

If you have any inter-
esting stories about ani-

mals do write and tell 

us.  Here’s a picture of 
a neighbour’s cat. 



 
David’s walk on the GeoPark Way 
(Pic: David Lewis at the start of section 6/7 walk 10th August 2012.) 

 

I am at last able to restart my walk on the GeoPark Way after a 4 
month lay-off due to Achilles heel problems.  On Friday the 10th Au-

gust Pam and Sylvia dropped me off at my previous finishing point – 

a lay-by on the A 451 alongside Dick Brook Bridge, near Great 
Whitley in Worcestershire.  Unfortunately this section (section no 

6/7 out of 17) was one of the hardest; in that I had to climb the 800 

feet from the Dick Brook Bridge to the summit of Abberley Hill in 
one go, on one of the hottest days of the year.  However the views 

over Walsgrave Hill, Woodbury Hill and the Teme valley were 

worth it, though there was a bit of a haze on the horizon.  The day’s 

walk finished at the iron gates of the Abberley Hall school walking 
past the clock Tower and the deer park. 

 

Thank you for your good wishes and being so patient and I look for-
ward to your continued support.  To date the total sponsorship is 

£562 for the Ronald McDonald House Charities and the Erdington 

United Reformed Church funds. 



Harvest Principles and Pleasures 
Harvest-time pleasures, come to  mind easily, but less so  what I’ll 

call principles—of sharing ‘the feast’ globally. 

 

In a service conducted by Ann 
Reaney of the Boys Brigade & 

Girls Association, young Emil-

io helped illustrate that it takes 

800 bottles of water to make 

a T-shirt,  which we then 

throw away after a few washes. 
But the Brigade   will recycle 

our ‘cast offs’ and instead of 

water waste -’stealing poor 

people’s water’, we will help 
conserve the  precious re-

sources- harvest of water; and 

give work experience/jobs for  
young people here too. 

 

Somali- born  Mo Farah who won 2 gold medals at London 2012 was 
among athletes who urged our Prime Minister to pursue  serious ac-

tion at the recent international ‘hunger summit’ in London . He has 

set up his own charity to help the victims of the severe drought in the 

Horn of Africa. 
 

Finally 

there   
is a   

‘Tax 

Bus’ 

tour of 
Britain 

and 

Ireland 
by  Church Action on Poverty and Christian Aid.  They say ‘ In an 

age of austerity and spending cuts, tax avoidance is morally unac-

ceptable. It effectively amounts to robbing the poor – in the UK and 
in poor countries...and costs lives’. They  hope we will all hop on 

board the bus to find out more and influence change. 

From right, Ann Reaney,  June, Michael Rea-

ney, Claire (holding up black bags) and Emilio.  



During 2012 the challenge for the West Cen-
tral    area  of the Leprosy Mission is to raise 

£10,000  to help 200 children affected by lep-

rosy in the Cabo Delgado region of Mozam-

bique.  
  Next Fundraising event: Malverns Walk of 

Hope on Saturday 13th October starting at 

10am.  4.5 miles - moderately easy.  
Registration and start from car park near Beacon Road in Upper 

Wyche Village. 

  

 
 

 

We give thanks for Christian contribution in events. We give 
thanks for healing.   Thank you God for life, liberty and the prom-

ise of all good things through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

Meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are especially welcome.  

New members are very welcome.  We start at 7.45pm on  the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

 

Sept 13th  Ronald McDonald House - Kay Hodgetts 

Sept 27th John Taylor Hospice  Sarah Jayne Shelton   

Reminder Gift Day 
Gift Day  gives us an opportunity to make an extra donation to carry on 

with the important work of our Church,.   

Sept 18th   Mrs P Parkins—Jam & Jerusalem – History of 

the WI 

Oct 2nd    Mrs Ann Reaney—Urban Buddies 

Reminder Harvest food Collection 
We will as usual be collecting tins and packets of dried foods to be do-

nated to St Basil’s. 



Summer Round up 
 

Thank you to everyone who orga-

nized, attended and supported in 

anyway our Summer events. 
 

The Tea at the Savoy which had a 

Jubilee theme was extremely well 
attended, and very good fun.   

Members of the Guild and Fellow-

ship  hosted Coffee mornings and 

evenings.  We were very comforta-

bly and well entertained, and treat-

ed to beautiful biscuits with our 

beverages.  Well done to our hosts 
for fitting us all into your homes in 

the wet weather.  Money raised will support church activities and 

charities. 
 

We did have an outdoors Manse Barbecue attended by members of 

our church and our Minister Graham’s other congregation at Hodge 
Hill, together with St Philips & St James. The weather was glorious.  

After a lovely meal, we all mingled and chatted and  admired the priz-

es the lucky ones got in the raffle.  Diane and Roy Hutton, church 

secretaries at Hodge Hill were celebrating their  wedding anniversary, 
and received cheers and good wishes from us all.   

 

 
 

Renee Remembers 
You never know when the little things you say could help someone.  

After Renee Alliband  said:  ‘My father’s favourite hymn was count 

your blessings, and whenever I get fed up that’s what I think of and 
that’s what I do’.  I wanted to hear more and called on her.  Her home 

is charming, with everything handy. It’s perfect for this lady who is 

now a grand 98 years old.  An adept neighbour  has done the hanging 
baskets of flowers outside the front door.  Renee has a lovely view 

and it is significant to her life and memories.  



Renee comes 
from a family 

of church goers 

and she started 

in Sunday 
school when 

she was about 

4. Her dad 
would drop her 

off on his way 

to the Brother-
hood. ( All our  

memory articles 

have not been 

in vain because 
I remember that 

was part of the 

Congregational 
church). One of 

her aunties used 

to run the be-
ginners depart-

ment at High St. 

She remembers the older relatives of many people at our church.  

Renee’s  dad used to comment that she ‘might as well take your bed 
there because you spend so much time there’. She remembers being 

received into the church at 16 under Thomas Towers ATS (1866 to 

1940 Erdington 1922-32).   
 

Renee  was born in Erdington in 1914 and  went to the Orphanage 

school which was just across the fields she sees from her window. 

That field was the school sports ground . ‘It was a vey good school 
and quite a coup to get in there. They had small classes and they only 

took in about 10 day pupils.  Renee took her Oxford junior and senior 

exams – the main exams in those days.  In fact when she moved to her 
current home she found that one of her neighbours used to be the 

school’s Head girl  when she was there.   

People still keep in touch through the Old Masonians of the Sir Josiah 
Mason Orphanage school.  



Rainy Holidays: Her father always had 1 
week’s holiday, which upset her  because  

the father of a  cousin got a fortnight and al-

ways went to Cornwall because he  worked 

on the railways and  got concessions.  Mean-
while her family went to Wales- Aberyst-

wyth as she remembers. Later, though Renee 

tried to  encourage her husband Lionel into 
that habit, he couldn’t stand it because it al-

ways rained.  She remembers them going to 

Llandudno and staying in the car because Lionel refused to get out. 
 

Working life: One of her father’s favourite hymns was ‘ Shall we 

gather at the river’.  He used to get up early and she and her mum 

would hear him singing it at the top of his voice. Renee reckons she 
‘had glorified ideas of being a nurse’– but hearing  a cousin’s tales of 

doing the job soon disillusioned Renee.  

She was in the AFS (Auxiliary Fire Service) during the war  – and did 
all night duty at the fire station .  Ordinarily there was not a surfeit of 

jobs for women; the choice was shop, office work or nursing. She went 

to Erdington Technical college after school and then became a  short-
hand typist and says she was lucky to get a job in those days of the 

depression. 

 

Fun and games : Renee  can remember their first radio.  One of 
Renee’s dad’s  brothers ,  a radio operator on submarines, built them a 

little radio—their first.  They had 1 pair of earphones  and little cats 

whiskers; ‘you did not hear much’ she  laughs. Their first television – 
was only on for so many hours a day and was always breaking down. 

She did not bother  so much with watching it. 

 

Romance : She started courting when she was 16 and had to bring her 
beau home.  ‘If your parents liked him he would be invited to tea.  

Usually your boyfriend would call for you’. They could go for a walk 

together after church on Sunday nights, it could ‘be up the   monkey 
run’ ( Renee’s words truly)!  ‘to kid yourself you were just out for a 

stroll, but frankly let’s say, if you already had a boyfriend you did not 

need to go there’.  
 



Nowadays Renee lives quietly among good friends, visited daily by 
her beloved son Richard who lives close by.  He and his wife spoil 

her she says ‘I am very close to them and  I love my daughter in law 

for being as good to her father as Richard is to me’.   

Renee  celebrated her 98th birthday in May.  We all at church send 
you greetings Renee.  

 

 
 

 

 

OLYMPIC GRANDEUR (Photos © Anthea Holligan) 

 

Volunteer Ambassador Anthea Holligan from Birmingham at Horse 

Guards Parade  where she was stationed during the London 2012 
Games.  She definitely followed the motto ‘Proud to be a Games 

Maker’.  Well done Anthea and thank you for the use of the photo-

graph. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Paralympics would  just have started by the time you receive this 

magazine.  We wish everyone involved a glorious time.  Rev Bob Ash 

conducted our Service at the start of the Olympics, which earned him 
a request for his thoughts on the opening ceremony.  Thank you Bob! 

 



The Opening of the Olympics by Rev Bob Ash 

 
I was in two minds, whether to 
watch the opening ceremony or 

not. I changed channels to BBC 1 

and the count down to the start was 

in progress. That's new I thought: 
showing the numbers on differing 

items and venues as the numbers 

decreased. It was inclusive, I 
thought, and that’s what the games 

are about. From that moment on I 

was glued to the television until the end of the ceremony, as I now 
know millions and millions of other people in this country and 

around the world were. 

 

For me it was more than a history lesson about Great Britain, about 
its successes and failures. Our now ethical mix and multi faith make 

up. The British sense of humour highlighted brilliantly by our 

Monarch, Queen Elizabeth, God Bless her. At the core of the event 
was the Spirit of God which revealed the soul of the Modern Olym-

pics, the seed of which was sown by this Nation. In a sense the 

Olympics had come home to find its roots.  
 

Yes God’s Spirit was at work; quietly and unassumingly. Lord Coe in 

his address stated that this was the third time that the games had been 

held in Great Britain; a record, each one was in austere times. Com-
ment was also made by the President of the Olympic movement that 

they should be drug and dope free. The word austere is used to refer 

to hard economic times, the meaning of the word can be found in the 
Greek for severe. It also means severely simple and morally strict. 

The message was about moral values and putting them into practice. 

That is to say: to clean up our act and to rely on using our God given 

gifts and talents to do the best we can.  
 

Another subtly was the hymns that were chosen to be sung during 

the opening, such as. ‘Jerusalem’ and   ‘Abide with me’. They gave 
an indication of the struggle of the poor and down trodden over the 

rich and powerful and how through the hard times God abides with 



 

PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE  FOR AN IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

Thanks to all contributors. Next month God willing we will have  
more stories of thanksgiving, celebrations and praise -it being  40 

years of Erdington URC—you know I love your memories—even 

one sentence will do ! ED 
 
I cannot remember which one of you submitted the following gem, 
but it got a chuckle from me.  

‘ A  good sermon should have a good beginning and a good end-

ing, and they should be as close together as possible’. 

George Burns  
American comedian. 

us and through His Son, who is the rock and foundation, will lead us 
to the kingdom and eternal life.  

 

The procession of the athletes from the over two hundred Countries 

that were taking part also had a message of unity and inclusiveness. 
The Ladies that carried the banner with the name of the Country they 

led were wearing dresses covered with the  faces of people who had 

applied as volunteers and had not been successful. The message be-
ing; none are forgotten and all are welcome to this place. Then 

there was the mystery of those peculiar petal shaped objects that 

were carried by those that led the countries in.  
 

Our curiosity was answered later when the Olympic Flame, brought 

to the stadium up the Thames and handed to Sir Steve Redgrave who 
then brought it into the stadium. Everyone thought that he was the 

one chosen to light the big torch, no, he then lit the torches of the 

young athletes that represented the future Olympi-
ans, each sponsored by a yesteryear Olympian.  

 

Following a lap of the Stadium they then lit those 

peculiar looking petals. Amazingly each stem that 
held them rose in unison and became on flame. 

The message was clear again: All the Nations of 

the world rising to be one. All our differences put 
aside, reconciled in the Spirit of Sportsmanship 

and the Love of God. Amen and Thanks be to God. 
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Erdington United Reformed Church 

The Fellowship 
 

Ploughman’s Lunch 

 
Saturday 13th October 2012 

12 noon—2 pm 

Tickets  -  £6.00 
Tickets Available from Members of the  

Fellowship Committee from  1st September 


