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Dear friends, 

 

This letter from the study, though written in mid-August, is for the 
September edition.  The year is rapidly moving forward.  As the sum-

mer holiday season draws to a close our thoughts turn to autumn and 

the drawing in of the nights.  Alongside that we begin to plan for a 
return to church activities after the summer break. 

 

I hope those of you who managed to take holidays come back feeling 
refreshed. 

 

Two important events happen in the life of our fellowship in Septem-

ber and I want to take this opportunity of highlighting them here. 
 

On Sunday 8 September we will share in ‘The back to church Sun-

day’ activity.  This is a Sunday when we invite someone to join us at 
worship that day.  It may be someone we know who hasn’t been to 

church for a long time, or someone who has expressed an interest in 

exploring becoming a regular at worship.  It doesn’t really matter.  
The point of the invitation is to enable us to offer any who join us that 

day a warm welcome and to share something of the love of God we 

discover ourselves as we worship each week.  You are encouraged to 

pray about who you might invite and then to use the provided invita-
tion cards available in church to send the invitation to join us. 

 

The other event is our Harvest and Gift Day this year being held on 
22 September.  The service will be followed by lunch.  This is a day 

in which we can give thanks for God’s provision for us, for the work 

of all who provide for us and for a time of reflection on how we use 

the many gifts we have in the service of the kingdom.  It is also of 

The Study 
Mid August 2013 
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course the annual day in the year that we express thanks by making 
monetary gifts for the continued work we seek to undertake as a fel-

lowship here.  (I am disappointed not to be with you for your harvest 

as I will be at Hodge Hill that morning for their harvest celebrations 

and church meeting but I am sure your celebrations will be worth-
while) 

 

In my recent reading I came across something that I share with you 
as I sign off this letter. 

 

‘END is not an end, in fact E.N.D stands for ‘Effort Never Dies’.  
And if you get a NO in answer, then remember N.O. means ‘Next 

Opportunity’.   Always stay positive.’ 

 

It is worth pondering on don’t you think? 
 

I remain as always your friend and minister 

Graham J Sweeney 
 

 
The flowers in our Church for September have been donated by: 
 

 
 

 

 

Sept 1st   V Oley 

Sept  8th   H MacGregor  

Sept  15th B Wright 

Sept   22nd  R Alliband 

Sept   29th   G Sweeney 

 
Bible Reading Rota—Reserves Needed 
Due to circumstances, we have an  urgent need  

for more Bible readers.  If you can help please 

speak to Sylvia Errington. 
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 CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2013  

Sun  1st 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Alan Cotgreave who 
is a member of Weoley Hill URC 

Fri 6th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun  8th  10.30am  BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY—Family worship 
led by our Minister Rev Graham Sweeney  

Fri 13th 10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sat 14th  3pm  A service of thanksgiving for the work of our 
Lay Preachers at Pype Hayes URC 

Sun 15th 10.30am  Family worship led by our  
Minister,  including Holy 

Communion and Prayers for  

healing  

FOLLOWED by church meeting and planning 

for 2014 

Thurs 19th  7.30pm  Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 20th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

 
Sun 22nd 10.30am  

Harvest Thanksgiving and Gift Day service led 
by Mr Chris Wall who is a member of Banners 

Gate Community Church;     FOLLOWED by 

Harvest Lunch 

Fri 27th 10.30am 
7pm 

Coffee morning  
4th Friday Group meeting at the manse 

Sun 29th 10.30am  Family worship led by Ms Jo Bull who is a 
member of Sutton Coldfield URC  

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

 

Come and join us on the 8th 

A warm welcome awaits You. 
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           Erdington United Reformed  

Church 

 

  Harvest Lunch     

 
 
Join us to celebrate the festival of Harvest 

and God’s good gifts of food. We shall be 

joining together following morning worship 

for a   

 

Buffet Lunch  on  

Sunday 22nd September,  

at 12 noon.  

 

 

 

Tickets £6. 
To book: Contact, Thelma, Vera Oley, or  

Elizabeth. 
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Junior Church News 
 

 

Young church neighbours going 

places 
A member of  a local  URC starts work 
with Commitment for life this month.  

He’s  Ian Rowe from Wylde Green and 

he’s the  new C for Life intern. . He starts the job the first week of 

this month and we wish him every success.  
 

 We had a closer look at 

another member of that 
church over the summer. 

 

 
Mark Miles (pictured right)

from Wylde Green is in 

training to be a lay preacher, 

and he conducted a very 
good service for us over the 

summer.  Our prayers are 

with both young men. 

 
I saw lots of happy little faces 

around Erdington High St this 

summer, as youngsters enjoyed 

the special events which oc-
curred there. One day I came 

across 3 miniature ponies.  

They are used by a charity for 
therapy work  with children 

with disabilities  
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HELPING ONE ANOTHER—CREATIVELY  

 
I came across two wonderfully simple inventions which are helping 
millions of people all over the world.  The first is a so called plastic 

bottle light.  In 2002, Alfredo Moser a Brazilian mechanic came up 

with a way of illuminating his house during the day without electrici-

ty - using  just plastic bottles filled with water and a tiny bit of 
bleach.  It works by the simple refraction of sunlight.  The bleach  

protects the water from going  green with algae. It produces the 

equivalent of a 40 to 60 watt bulb with no co2 emissions.  Mr Moser 
says “God gave the sun to everyone, and light is for everyone. Who-

ever wants it saves money. You can't get an electric shock from it, 

and it doesn't cost a penny."   
 

 

Next is  a ‘pot’ fridge I had once seen on a leaflet  and never forgot-

ten because the picture of it  with ripe tomatoes was so striking.  
The pot-in-pot refrigerator or zeer and its manufacturing process was 

engineered by Mohammed Bah Abba, a Nigerian teacher from a fam-

ily of pot-makers.   An earthenware pot, lined with wet sand, contains 
a similar inner pot within which foods like fruit and vegetables or 

anything which needs to be kept cool are placed. The simple and 

cheap fridge  can be a life saver. 
 
 

All summer the daughter  of two much loved Lep-

rosy Mission workers  has been fundraising beau-

tifully  for the charity. Artist Jenny Hawke from 
Worcester grew up in India— the ‘missionary 

kid’ of  the late Eddie and Barbara Askew . A 

passionate supporter of the charity. Jenny's  been 

painting and selling ‘a painting a day’ for TLM.  
 

She’s donated £20 of the £25 price tag for her 

pictures to benefit its projects (the remaining £5 goes on materials 
including mounts)..  Eddie Askew OBE was made General Secretary 

of The Leprosy Mission International at the end of a 37-year period 

serving the Mission. More than half of new leprosy cases worldwide 
are diagnosed in India each year and  later this year Jenny  will visit   
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THE GUILD 

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise 
stated.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  espe-

cially welcome 

Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the 
Parlour from 10:30 am to 12 noon.   Do join us. 

Sept 12th   Carole Griffiths – Waterways of the Tsars 

Sept 19th Committee meeting (2pm) 

Sept 26th   Kay van Kesteren – Erdington in the 1850’s 

 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

COFFEE MORNINGS  

hospitals there which her dad passionately led.  ‘Are we nearly there 
yet?’  her book recalling  journeys she and her parents made in In-

dia, is just out. and available from the Mission shop on the internet.  

We hope you are all refreshed after the lovely summer we have had 

this year.  We have another exciting programme for the new ses-
sion.   

Sept 17th  Mr Knowles – Lichfield Town Crier 

October 1st   Betty Fox -  Walsall Hand Spinners 

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the 

first and third Tuesday of the month. 
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4th FRIDAY 
Younger working age adults  meet  on the 4th Friday at  7 p.m. each 

month for a light meal, chat and  relaxed Bible sessions with our 
minister. New members very welcome. 

 

Come and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, chat to friends whilst 

supporting the charity. Cakes and cards will also be on sale. 

Friday 27th September, 10.30am – 12noon. Everyone Welcome. 

On Friday 27th September we will be 

holding our Macmillan Coffee morning as 

part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morn-

ing.  

 

An invitation to a  Church  Open Day  

From Andy Vail ,  Bournville URC 

 

Sat 14th September 2013: 11.00am - 3.00pm  

Sun 15th September 2013: 12.00 - 3.00pm,  

at 
Bournville URC , Beaumont Road, Bournville B30 2EB  

 
A chance to look around Bournville United Reformed Church. The 

Church was founded as Bournville Church of Christ in 1905. It 

moved to the present purpose built Meeting House in 1914. The 

church retains a number of original features including a Baptistry 

for Believer's Baptisms. There will also be a display on the 

history of the Church.  

 
More info from Andy on 07983864271 or avbournville@aol.com.  
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THANKS FROM MAISIE RUSSELL 
 

I would like to thank everyone who in some way made 

Bill’s funeral so lovely. Graham, Annabel and the El-

ders and of course, all the friends and relations who 
came to the service. We all had special memories of Bill 

and it really showed. As Bill’s chosen poem said, ‘I am 

now ready to get on with my life’; so don’t be sad, he 
had a happy life and was ready to meet his Lord. 

 

William (Bill) Russell (Written by his daughter Sue) 

 
Dad was born on 31 May 1925, to Edie & Horace Russell, the eldest 
of 6 children. He attended Marsh Hill Junior & Infant School, & St 

Phillip’s Grammar School.  

 

His first job was with London, Midland & Scottish Railways based 
at Sutton Park Station and later at Curzon Street Station and Lawley 

Street. He went on to work for Alldridges Coal Merchants, Mothers 

Pride Bakery, AE Godrich & Sons and Wragge & Co. Solicitors.  
 

In 1943 he was ‘called up’ and joined the Royal Navy. After a short 

period of training at Butlins in Skegness and Signal School in Lan-
cashire, he joined a convoy ship in Gourock bound for Gibraltar via 

New York. During his time in ‘Gib’ he was a decoder serving inside 

the tunnel system beneath the rock. In 2006 we were lucky enough 

to visit and take the tour through these tunnels and around the dock-
yard which bought back many happy memories.  

 

In 1953 he went on a week’s holiday to Bournemouth, and there 
across the dining room he encountered Maisie for the first time, she 

was on holiday with her mum. She claims that they spoke only 

twice, before the land lady, acting as cupid, dragged Nan away and 
suggested that mum walk him to the station to see him off. She still 

has the platform ticket she purchased. After several trips from Bir-

mingham to Clacton, where mum lived, and umpteen love letters 

later, he proposed and they were married in Little Clacton Parish 
Church on 3rd September 1955.  
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The couple set up home in Birmingham,  and in 1960 I came along, 
then  Sarah,  8 years later. In the early 1960’s Dad joined both the 

Men’s Club & Brotherhood at Erdington Congregational Church. He 

helped out at many functions , including the Harvest Show & Supper 

and Gift day, helping  the then treasurer Mr Nicholas.  
 

In the early 1970’s, when Erdington Congregational & Holly Lane 

Presbyterian Churches merged, Dad  was one of the first to join in 
events at Holly Lane.  In 1976 he became  an elder and  was the 

Treasurer for over 25 

years. He was active 
at church right up 

until near the end of 

his life,  from gar-

dening to  supporting 
mum at the Women’s 

Guild .  

 
 

 

In 2000 dad suffered a stroke; he wasn’t expected to survive., but he 
did.  Dad enjoyed his life, his family meant everything to him. I guess 

you could say we were his main hobby. We had many happy holidays 

around England and Ireland.  He kept a diary and would ask for the 

mileage at the end of each day; he seemed to soak up the views and 
store them in his memory. As long as he got his daily milk shake or 

hot chocolate with flake & whipped cream he was happy.  

 
Mum looked after him tirelessly after he was finally diagnosed with 

vascular dementia.  When she had a mini stroke in May 2012 he was 

devastated; the only time I can ever remember him shouting at me 

was when he found out that she had been discharged from hospital 
and we hadn’t told him.  

Dad has been described by many of you as a ‘gentle man’ - he cer-

tainly was. Holly Lane and it’s congregation played a huge part in his 
life, it kept him active and he made many friends over the years, for 

this I thank you all . 

 
Sue Yates 

Pic: part of the church garden tended by Bill. (Ed). 
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Vera’s Summer Round up 
 

There was quite a 

lot of activity 

around Erdington 
High St this sum-

mer.  The highlight  

was the village 

fete, which saw 
parts of the High 

St closed off and 

an array of stalls 
and entertainment.  

Prayers for young people 

 
Father may your children live according to your word and your 
blessing; may goodness and mercy follow them  all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 

Prayers for our world 
 

Father we place our conflicts and concerns and those around the 

world  in your hands.  For we know we can always trust You.  In 
Jesus name we pray.  Amen 

Special Diary Date    - Churches Together Erdington  

 

 Black History Month Service, on Sunday 13th October, at  4 

pm  at Stockland Green Methodist Church, Slade Road. 
 

All are very welcome. Whatever your connection with black histo-

ry; whether in our congregations, through mission, holidays  and 
of course our God;  This is a wonderful opportunity to give God 

the Glory.  And  do bring your young people.  
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St Barnabas church, 
inside and out was a 

hub for many activi-

ties.  

The smiling young 
woman is 17 year old 

Hannah Prentice, a 

photography student, 
and  one of my fa-

vourite people, much 

admired for her ef-
forts and her enthusi-

asm. She supports a 

local charity for Tourette's.  

 
The smiling and mischievous 

gent to the right is a local artist, 

writer, and model railway en-
thusiast. He sings too.  Below 

he’s with a group from Castle 

Vale. Somehow I found myself 
doing a turn with them!  The 

village fete was a treat for all. 
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What are holidays made of ?
Sarah McMahon  put the real-

ly important things on her card 

to me from Sidmouth, Devon.  

She wrote:  Having a good 
time.  The weather is sunny.  

We went to the donkey sanctu-

ary and in the afternoon  went 
to beach.  The hotel is lovely, 

the food is lovely, love Sarah, 

John and Elizabeth.  (Thanks 
Sarah, ED.) 

Do you do your  bit for the environment? One writer found herself 
thinking heavenly thoughts on re-using a carrier bag. Here’s an ex-

tract from the story: 

 

The parable of the carrier bag. 
 ...A few weeks passed, and the bag was now looking a bit worn 

and had a hole in the bottom where it had been dragged along the 
floor at one point. This was a bag for life one that is given out by or 

bought from the shop with the promise that it will be replaced 

when needed.  And by the obvious state of my bag, it was well and 

truly time to claim that promise now! The bag was renewed and 
that brought to mind the words from the Bible – ‘Be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of your mind.’. 

 
… I began too look for other things around me that would have 

some significance in my understanding of Christianity.  One which 

should definitely have been at the front of my mind was a washing 
machine, to wash all our wrongs away and make us clean. 

 

It was then that I realised the truth about which the hymn writer 

was talking – ‘Teach me, my God and King, In all things the to 
see’. 

 

Donated by Joe Blackburn from his files. 

Postcard from Sidmouth  
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Thanks to all contributors, and do keep those items coming . Ed 

Tickets are £6 available from members  

of the Fellowship  Committee 

Erdington United Reformed  Church 
The Fellowship 

 

Ploughman’s  Lunch 

Saturday 12th October, 2013 

12.30pm prompt. 
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