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Dear friends, 

 
I am taking the opportunity of using the minister’s slot to report back 

to a wider audience the planning that took place for the 2014 calen-

dar.  The dates are important to circulate so that people can get them 
in their diaries as soon a possible. 

 

Friday 17 January Cheese and Wine evening at the home of David 

and Hillary Bedford 
 

Sun 16 February Leprosy lunch after morning worship 

 
Saturday 1 March Work Party day 

 

22- 29 March Players Production week 

 
Saturday 7 June Spring Fair 

 

Saturday 28 June Savoy Tea 
 

Monday 30 June and Tuesday 1 July Patrons Evening 

 
Saturday 9 August Manse BBQ 

 

Sunday 21 September Harvest and Gift Day 

 
Friday 26 September MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 18 October Fellowship Event 
 

Saturday 1 November Autumn Fair 

The Study 
Mid September 
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15 -22 November Players Production Week 
 

Sunday 30 November Advent Breakfast 

 

Do make a note of these dates and look out for further information 
in the weeks running up to them. 

 

One other plea from the church planning meeting is for more helpers 
particularly with the setting up of the two fairs and for stewards for 

Sunday worship. 

 
I remain as always your friend and minister 

 

Graham J Sweeney. 

 
The flowers in our Church for October have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Oct 6th  G Carmell 

Oct 13th  C Rivers 

Oct 20th  S McMahon 

Oct 27th  J Nangreave 

We are in urgent need of door stewards.  There is a vacancy for one 
regular one (every 7 weeks), and I would like to have a reserve list 

of people willing to fill in occasionally for holidays, illnesses and 

so on.  If you can help please speak to me. 

 
Sylvia Errington  

Door Stewards—Help Wanted 
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 CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER  2013  

Fri  4th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun  6th  10.30am  Family worship led by Tom Ledger who is a 
Reader Emeritus, Birmingham Diocese, and a 

member of Erdington Parish Church, St Barna-

bas 

Fri 11th 10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 13th 10.30am  Family worship led by Dr Adrian Miles who is a 
member of Wylde Green URC 

Fri 18th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 20th 10.30am  Family worship led by Rev  
Jonathan Calvert,  including 

Holy Communion and Prayers 

for healing.  Rev  Calvert  is a 

former Minister of Hall Green  
Baptist church. 

Fri 25th 10.30am  
              7.00pm 

Coffee morning  
4th Friday 

Sun 27th 10.30am  Family worship led by Dr Iain Frew who is a 
member of Wylde Green URC 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 
 

 
Lord may we use words  

to praise you, 

and do good to others. 
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Tickets are £6 available from members  

of the Fellowship  Committee 

Erdington United Reformed  Church 
The Fellowship 

 

Ploughman’s  Lunch 

Saturday 12th October, 2013 

12.30pm prompt. 

 



 6 

Lord please  hold all children in your loving care.  Amen. 

Junior church on Back to Church Sunday  
 

There was a lively collection of children in Junior church on this  spe-

cial Sunday last month.   

Earlier in  the service Graham our minister  had told us about some 
special occasions in the Bible, such as when the disciples saw Moses 

and Elijah with Jesus. (Luke 9 v28..) So in Junior church we found 

out some special things the children  enjoyed during  the summer. 

 
Hannah liked travelling, 

which she’s done with her 

parents. Isobel too.  Joshua 
loved going swimming 

with his Daddy .  Kian 

loves his toys.  Connor 

loves football, plays with a 
Holly Lane team, and likes 

to rap, (that’s modern for 

poetry).   Corey and Eve-
lyn play the guitar, and 

Emilio the violin. 

 
Virtually all of them had one exciting thing in common, they have all 

lost teeth.  Harry and Emilio are waiting for theirs to grow back and 

Isobel’s got a wobbly one.  And we still had time left for the children 

to produce fantastic pictures. We were delighted that so many friends 
and new comers came to our Back to Church service and joined us for 

refreshments afterwards.   You are always welcome. 

 
 

This picture  could be clue to the next 

fantastic production being staged by the 
Players next month.  Read all about it in 

the notices in the centre of this magazine. 
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          House to House donations 

We did extra well this year, by receiving a large 

donation- a householder’s collection of small change (copper coins).  
We were very fortunate to be the chosen charity of that donor. 

Thank you to the collectors who visited two or three times to make 

contact with the householders. 
 

Coffee Morning 

Thank you to all those who supported the coffee morning, by making 
cakes, cards, coffee, toast and so on and also those who came to buy.  

The (ex) Six Ways Group enjoyed visiting us again this year.  It is an 

opportunity for them to meet the community as they no longer have a 

regular place of meeting.   
 

Final Total for Christian Aid Week 2013  = £810- 54 pence. 
Bessie Crombie 

 

Statement for Christian Aid week 2013 

 Renee Remembers 
 

Renee Alliband  got in touch to tell us she enjoyed last month’s mag-

azine, and that our piece on Eddie and Barbara Askew’s daughter 

Jenny and The Leprosy Mission jogged her mind about knitting!  
 

Renee tells us that in the 1950’s  Phyllis a friend from a church on 

Orphanage Road  got her to join her knitting team making items to 

send to  missionaries working with leprosy sufferers in  Belgian 
Congo.  Parcels and crates of goods were sent. Renee says under 

Phyllis’s watchful eye she knitted an eye watering number of strips 

of dishcloth cotton .  She thinks the strips were about 5 inches wide, 
but does not remember how long they were, (yards and yards of it!).  

The strips were used over bandages for binding the feet of the people 

with leprosy.  The strips did the job of shoes, keeping the bandages 

clean.  They had the special benefit that they could be not only 
washed but especially boiled. As Renee reminisced she thanked God 

for the medical facilities we had in the UK at the time – like the wel-
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THE GUILD     

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome.  We start at 7.45 on the first 

and third Tuesday of the month.. 
   

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2.15 pm unless otherwise  
stated.  A warm welcome is extended to all.  New members are espe-

cially welcome. 

Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the 
Parlour from 10:30 am to 12 noon. Do join us.    

Oct 10th    Ian MacLaren  -  Talking Newspapers 

Oct 24th      Elizabeth Walker  -  Visit to Jerusalem 

 

4th FRIDAY 
Younger working age adults  meet  at  7 p.m. on the 4th Friday of 

each month for a light meal, chat and  relaxed Bible sessions with 
our minister. New members very welcome. 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

COFFEE MORNINGS  

Oct 1st  Betty Fox – Walsall Hand Spinners 

Oct 12th  Ploughman’s Lunch 12.30 prompt 

Oct 15th    Kay Hodgetts – Ronald McDonald House 

fare clinics for children.  Renee believes Phyllis  went to the Congo, 
and eventually died there.  The colony and a hospital they worked 

with has closed. ( I do believe some people still knit those  strips.) 

Thanks Renee, and our regards to the folks at the cottages. 
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Churches Together Erdington  
Black History Month Service, on Sunday 13th October, at  4 pm  

at Stockland Green Methodist Church, Slade Road. 

Hope to see you there. 
 

        
 

 

 

 
 

At coffee after church on the Sunday before, November 10th we 

will also be collecting.  All are very welcome. We will  be covering 
Pudsey Bear with coins.  Look forward to your support.                                            

Sarah McMahon     

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Pantos are always popular so do book up early to ensure your seats 
Performances are : 

 

Tuesday   November 19th    to Friday 22nd at 7.30pm  and  

Saturday  November 23rd at  2.30pm  . 

  

Tickets are priced £6.50p for adults and £5.50p for children.   

Senior citizens concessionary price Tuesday and Wednesday £5.50p.  
Booking forms are available at church or through Box office on 

0121 384 7607 or 07749246852 

  
Join us for the magic and fun of Cinderella.  

June Roberts  

Players Present ‘Cinderella’ the pantomime.   
 

Our autumn production is a seasonal classic which 

will give everyone the chance to boo or cheer for 

their favourite characters.  We present Cinderella 

the pantomime, directed by Colin Bridle.  

A friendly reminder to keep collecting your coins 
for Pudsey and friends because we’ll be holding 

our usual Friday Coffee morning in aid of the Ap-

peal. This will be held on Friday 15th November.  
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The Guild  Travels the Waterways of the Tsars  

 

 
This 

build-

ing is 
all 

wood  

with 
no 

nails 

used. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
The Guild has been travelling (virtually) again,  this time from St Pe-

tersburg to Moscow by water, lead by Carole and Peter Griffiths.   

The journey took them through two of Europe’s  largest lakes and 

along rivers and canals .  
 

The Guild heard some history of the Tsars, toured  beautiful and his-

toric Fortresses,  Royal Palac-
es, the Bolshoi theatre, Red 

Square, saw  the Kremlin, and 

magnificent  Cathedrals inside 
and out. Humbler dachas and 

craft villages were equally 

fascinating.  

 
One thing’s for certain  those 

‘onion’ shaped domes are rec-

ognizable to people all over 
the world.   
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NEWS ROUNDUP 
 

The  Westminster college appeal, 
our charity of the year is still 

£264,637  short of  it’s £7 million  

target, though work has begun to 

refurbish and build.   I like this art-
ful  progress photo.  The  photo la-

bel reads  ‘floating’ coat-rack locat-

ed on your right as you enter the 
main entrance.’ 

The Governors and the United Re-

formed Church Trust  decided to 
begin work instead of delaying and 

risking higher costs .  

 

Syria—Leaders from the URC, the Methodist Church in Britain and 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain gave  thanks that  the UK Parlia-

ment  reject military action in Syria.  In a joint statement the churches 

said they are praying that diplomacy and negotiation can lead the di-
vided parties  to seek a future they can inhabit together. They also 

urge that priority is given to a quick and effective humanitarian re-

sponse to the Syrian people affected by the violence. 

 
 

A funny thing happened while watch-

ing Trinity players production of 
Open all Hours (from the TV series).    

I decided I had seen  quite a few of the 

cast on TV.  I was impressed Trinity 
managed to ‘snag them’.  It was a gen-

tle, and relaxing comedy.  

 

I was sure   ‘Nurse Gladys’ was one of 
the TV stars. The set was evocative, 

the general store with it’s array of goods, the little row of terraced 

houses, the shop backroom with the gas cooker. Arkwright was im-
pressively tight with money. The various ‘shoppers’ were great.  

I  asked John Hall—a great ‘Granville’, ‘Arkwright’s’ nephew, about 
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those TV stars in the cast. I was wrong.  I worked out later that  cast, 
characters, costumes, set, all worked so well they seemed  very fa-

miliar.  It was like meeting people and seeing places I had  really ex-

perienced in my younger days. Well done  everyone. 

 
 

 

A day in the Life of: the YMCA shop, with  Manager Ann 

Keay 
 

Q: What is special about the shop in Erdington High Street 

A: We are friendly and will always try to help.  We keep plenty of 
stock out which  we rotate every other day.  Plus faith in God is at the 

heart of our ethos and our service, and we  think that extra touch is 

there in everything we do.  

 
The proceeds from the shop also goes to help young people, includ-

ing those who are troubled, through our projects.  I love my job, 

helping people , making the shop attractive to customers, all the vari-
ety. In any day, aside from helping customers find what they want, 

 

 

Speaking of 

younger 

 days:   

 
 
Guess who? 
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there’s till work, storeroom sorting, filling the shelves and so on, 
training  and of course office and paperwork.   

 

Q: Who passes through the doors?  

A:  We have people of all ages and all walks of life come in.  Some 
come in daily, others maybe every other week, we love to see them 

all.  Many people love local shops because the staff and general at-

mosphere is friendly. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Q: What about us shoppers are we friendly 

A: Most of the time ! 
 

Q: How important is the shop in  helping the local YMCA meet its 

goals 

 
A:  It is very important as we support hostels and help young people 

in need back into the community, into and back into work.  We  con-

nect with the law courts and help people get through their lows.  We 
also run gyms.  We  help  any way we can.  Anyone looking to volun-

teer a few hours a week, just pop in and see us,  and any donations 

will be very gratefully received. 
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Dance in the rain by Iris Hesselden © 

 

Life isn’t just waiting for  

stormclouds to pass, 
It’s learning to dance in the rain, 

It’s looking for rainbows and  

seeking for joy 
And knowing that love will remain. 

This life has it’s problems, its  

worries and woes, 

And each of us must take our share, 
But look to the seasons and all they can give, 

There’s beauty around everywhere. 

 
And seek for the wonder, the  

laughter and love, 

The friendship to warm heart and 
Mind, 

Go forward with courage and  

follow your star, 

And leave past misfortunes behind. 
Hold fast to your hopes and keep 

them all safe, 

Your daydreams are never in vain; 
Be strong and be cheerful in all of life’s storms, 

And learn how to dance in the  

Rain! 
 

Poem Donated by Joe Blackburn from his files. 

Erdington Foodbank 
The number of Erdington Foodbank customers is growing weekly.  

Plans are afoot to extend the project  to meet the increasing needs.  

Prayer 
We pray for God’s blessings on all who serve at the foodbank and 

all who are to be served.  We remember people here and abroad in 

crisis and ask for healing, deliverance and peace . Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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Erdington United Reformed Church 

Holly Lane 
 

Autumn Fair 

Hamper raffle 
 

W
hite Elephant 

 

Books 

 

Cards 

 Tombola 

Raffle 
 

Cakes and Groceries 

 

Gifts 

 

Refreshments and Light 

Lunches  

Served from 11.30 am Admission 30p 

 

 

Saturday 2nd November 2013 

11am—2pm 
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Monthly Paper Editor 

Ms Vera Gilbert 

(0121)  240 4230 

verasplace@blueyonder.co.uk  

www.erdington.2day.ws 

The deadline for the  November edition is  

Sunday 20th October 2013 

Church Secretary 

Miss Thelma Hird 

(0121)  352 0371 

Minister 

Rev Graham J. Sweeney B.A. MPhil 

(0121)  373 9118 

07811 211 066 

e-mail: brumgraham@blueyonder.co.uk 

Erdington United Reformed Church 

Holly Lane 
Erdington 

Birmingham  B24 9JS 
erdingtonurc.org 


