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The flowers in our Church for November have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

 

Nov 4th  S Errington 

Nov11th  A Anderson 

Nov 18th  T Hird 

Nov 25th  B Atkins  

Meditations for Remembrance 
 

Chosen by the Editor from the Bible (KJV). 
 
 

 

St John Chapter 11: verse 35:  Jesus wept. (From the 
story of Lazarus who died) 

 

Micah C 4: v3 : And he shall judge among many peo-
ple, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall 

beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 

into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war any more.   

v4: …..; and none shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of 

hosts hath spoken it. 

 
Psalms 34: v14:   Depart from evil and do good;  seek peace, and pur-

sue it. 

 
St John C 15: v12: This is my commandment.  That ye love one anoth-

er, as I have loved you. 

 
Romans C 10: 15:  As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 

that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

 

Lord Remember us in your Kingdom.  Amen. 
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 Erdington United Reformed Church 

Holly Lane 
 

Autumn Fair 

Saturday 3rd November 2012 

11am—2pm 

 

Hamper raffle 
 

W
hite Elephant 

 

Books 

 

Cards 

 Tombola 

Raffle 
 

Cakes and Groceries 

 

Gifts 

 

Refreshments and Light 

Lunches  

Served from 11.30 am 
Admission 30p 
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

 Fri 2nd    10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun  10.30am  Family Worship led by Mrs Wilma Frew who is a 
member of Wylde Green URC 

Fri 9th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sun 11th   10.30am  Remembrance Sunday Family Service led by our 

Minister Rev Graham Sweeney 

Fri 16th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 18th  
10.30am  

Family worship including Holy 
communion and prayers for  

healing led by our Minister. 

Fri 23rd  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 25th   10.30am  Family worship led by Mrs Ann Tempest who is 
a member of South Aston URC 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 
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As we have shared life stories and memories in our magazine the re-
ality of war and wartime living has become a real life experience ra-

ther than a movie.  May we, who are all God’s creation, always 

choose love. 
  

THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBOURETUM 
 

 

‘The NMA is the UKs year round centre of remembrance: a spiritual-
ly uplifting place which honours the fallen, recognises service and 

sacrifice, and fosters pride in our country. It is a living and lasting 

memorial’ 

 
It commemorates and celebrates, and remembers; it is home to me-

morials representing the Military, Civil Services and charities, 

amongst many others.  
 

Mum, Paul and I spent a lovely day wandering from memorial to me-

morial, and when we were too tired to walk any more we took the 

bus-train which circumnavigates around the outer reaches of the 
park, where we looked through tree-lined landscapes and really well 

designed grounds at some of the lakes and footpaths for the more 

‘hardy’ visitor. 
 

Many ex-services men, young and not quite so young were there 

looking for particular memorials, to maybe help them identify with 
their own past.  

 

The main centre and focal point is the sandstone Memorial Wall, 

which records too many names of recently lost service men and 
women. A very emotional place for families to gather to see the name 

of their husband, wife, son or daughter inscribed there. So desperate-

ly sad, and what touched me the most was the amount of blank wall 
space for future names. 

 

How amazing to see so many come and remember those ‘who gave 
so much so we may live free’.  

 

Lorraine Upton 
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Junior church 
Few people realise that 

this creature is very 

closely linked with Erd-

ington URC.    Fred has 
been a member of the 

Oley family for around 

43years,; the URC for-
mation occurred 40 

years ago. Vera Oley his 

keeper, companion?, 
says his age is really 

unknown but he could 

be around 80 years old 

and he certainly wears  his years well.  He’s currently hibernating  and 
it will be another 5 months or so before he becomes fully awake again.  

Vera reported that the creature is very swift, follows her around the 

garden and would nip after her into the house if she was not quick to 
close the door.  Aren’t tortoises supposed to be slow? A few of us 

from church tested it out. Sure enough Fred  chased us round the patio,   

Thank you Fred for helping us celebrate 40 years of the URC  and 
may you have many more years of good living. 

  

 

Things are not so easy though for many children in this country and 
abroad.  Children’s charity Save the Children says they are really 

suffering as a result of the recession.  Some mums and dads right here 

in the UK are going without so that their children can have food to eat.  
And abroad millions of children desperately need food.  You will see 

later that  Sarah and Maisie are collecting for children’s charities.  Let 

us all help where we can.   

 
Meanwhile  we are pleased to hear from Christian Aid that people 

who have been on a long distance march in India to gain land rights 

which could lift them out of poverty are claiming victory.The mass 
protest was called off  after Jairam Ramesh, the Rural Development 

Minister, signed a 10-point plan agreeing their demands, in front of 

marchers at Agra, Uttar Pradesh. There is still a long way to go, but  
many  poor and marginalized communities now  hope for a  better fu-

ture. 
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Please let me have your orders by  30th November.  Thank you.  
Hugh MacGregor, IBRA Representative. 

 

CIRCLE SINGERS PRESENT 

 

 

A Christmas Concert  in aid of Church funds is being given 

by the Circle Singers on the 8th of December at 7.30pm here 

at Holly Lane. Tickets are available from Thelma or Hugh 

and are priced at £6.00. including light refreshments 
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially welcome.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

Nov 8th    Nigel Crowther - Australia revisited 

Nov 22nd  Mr and Mrs Tom Ledger – Advent time 

Nov 6th  Air Ambulance 

Nov 20th  Handbells 

Dec 4th  Christmas Party 

A friendly reminder to keep collecting your coins 
for Pudsey and friends because we’ll be holding 

our usual Friday Coffee morning in aid of the Ap-

peal on November 9th and on the Sunday 11th. 

All are very welcome.  
We will again be covering Pudsey Bear with 

coins. Look forward to your support. Sarah McMahon     

Never on a Sunday! 
At a recent meeting of the elders of our church it was decided that 

we would not hold raffles at events held on Sundays.  The elders say 

that though we face many changes because of circumstances, the 

Lord’s day is dear to us all.   
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. 

Birmingham Citadel Salvation Army band at 
Sutton URC on Thursday 1st November at 

7.30pm. 

Tickets £5.50 in advance, £6 on the door. In-

cludes refreshments. 
Christmas Celebration with the Alcester Male 

Voice Choir on Saturday  December 1st at 7pm 

Venue: Wylde Green URC   
Tickets £6 in advance, £6.50 on the door. In-

cludes refreshments. 

Advent Breakfast  
We will be holding our Advent Breakfast on Sunday 2nd December. 

There will be a service at 9.15am followed by a full English break-

fast. The cost will be £4.00  (£2 for children). To assist with catering 

please sign the list at the back of the Church. 
 

             Save the children   
We realise that you  have many demands for your spare change etc. 

but we do hope you have been thinking about our commitment to 

this charity. So if you can, please try and help us to cover the direct 

debit which we are bound to give at the end of this year ( £180 ).It 
would be a shame if we had to stop our support after all this time 

when it is needed more than ever. 

 

HELP NEEDED 
Grace Hamblin would be delighted to have a little help from a few of 

us to assist her in keeping the Church clean and dust free; we thought 

that maybe an hour or so each 6 to 8 weeks working together would 

help make this worthwhile job a lot easier, so will anyone wishing to 
flick a duster etc. please contact Grace or Thelma to make a date!  
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Ploughman’s thank you  

The Fellowship would like to thank everyone who came to the 
Ploughman’s lunch.  It was again a great success.  Many thanks to 

Sylvia for organizing it and everyone who helped with food, serving 

and washing up. 
 

Judy. 
 

We’ve shared  amazing fellowship recently during  difficult times for 
some of our mem-

bers.  Our church 

was packed with 

people for the funer-
al of Margaret Rob-

erts and there was 

also a big turnout for 
Evelyn Reeves’s. In 

both cases  mourners 

gathered in the hall 
for refreshments.   

We hope to receive 

Evelyn’s obituary  

for our next issue. 
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Obituary of  Margaret Doreen Roberts,  25.10.27 – 16.09.12,  

written by  her daughter Jane 

 

Margaret was many things to many people. 

 
To her daughter, Jane, she was absolutely the best Mother she could 

have been; encouraging when needed, guiding and restraining when 

necessary; accepting and supporting; being there to listen and advise; 
and simply loving totally and unconditionally, just like a Mom 

should. 

 
To her sister, Joyce, she was a brilliant sister; she provided tea and 

chats when Joyce visited; she looked after her when they were young-

er, and more recently, provided a bed for her after she recovered from 

her operations and at Christmas; in fact she was always there, just like 
a sister should. 

 

To her husband, Jack, she was his rock and support; on his side when 
he needed it; making sure the house and garden was tended, and en-

suring the best food was on the table for his meals when he returned 

home from work, just like a wife should. 
 

Margaret had lived in the same house for some 55 years, and was very 

well known by her neighbours.  They always waved as they walked 

past and she would wave back from her seat opposite the bay win-
dow.  Neighbours would often pop in for a cup of tea and a chat 

knowing that Margaret would listen and never repeat the confidences 

shared, and many of the neighbours’ children considered her an extra 
Nan.  Margaret’s kettle was seldom cold, and a few days went by 

without someone calling to see her.  She considered herself very 

lucky with her neighbours; but actually she was just being like a good 

neighbour should.   
 

Even as Margaret became more poorly, she didn’t want to tell visitors 

or callers how she was feeling, she was much more interested to find 
out where they had been and what they had been doing.  She always 

had time and a smile for people; just like a friend should. 
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Views & reviews 
 

By Judy Ratcliffe:  Fellowship meeting on 18th September was a talk 

by Pat Parkin called ‘Jam and Jerusalem’.  The British WI (Women’s 

Institute) was started in Anglesey in 1915.   
Jam – there was a glut of fruit during the war but no sugar, and an 

extra allowance from rations was given for jam making. 

Jerusalem – someone was asked to write verses for the W I.   It was 
also used by the suffragettes. 

The WI do many arts and crafts and have competitions each month.  

They also sell goods of home produce at local markets.  A  very inter-
esting talk.   

Margaret has left a huge hole in our lives – a hole shaped like a Mom, 
a sister, a wife, a neighbour and a friend.  One of the most endearing 

things about her was that she would not have recognized herself in 

this; she would have said she was just being Margaret. 

 
She will be truly missed.  Rest in peace, Margaret.  

Meanwhile the Guild were updated on  the aims, ambitions and ac-
tivities of John Taylor Hospice, Grange road. They provide a much 

valued in- service  and in patients homes,  to residents of Birming-

ham East and North, and look forward to our continued support. 

 
Some of us stepped out  to see Willy Russell’s ‘Blood Brothers’ by 

Trinity Players.  Joe Blackburn’s daughter Lynette had a lead role 

and Helen England was assistant  producer. Casting and production 
were both very effective and  the audience gave a standing ovation.  



 13 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
News have reached me of a new edi-

tion of the Gospels.  The Jamaican 

New Testament is described as the 

biggest body of work ever produced 
in the language spoken by 5 million 

Jamaicans around the world.  It 

would be wonderful to hear it read.  

The book has Jamaican language 

in one column, and the King James 

version  ( the most widely used in 
Jamaica in the other )  You can 

download Luke’s gospel for free 

from biblesociety.org.uk/jnt. 

 

We hope that’s whetted your appetite for our own award winning 
local company.  The  Players here at Holly Lane present ’An In-

spector Calls’ from November  14th to 17th . (See poster on our 

inside back cover). In this year of celebrations let us pack the theatre 

for their performances.  Top film, and theatre people praise Britain’s 
Amateur Dramatic (am dram), from actors to back stage crews, for 

quality as well as for birthing major talents. 

Cowpokes at Holly Lane?! 

 

Fond memories of our church fair attractions in times gone by, donat-
ed by Vi Baggott.. Here Les, her husband who made the wooden   

horse kept a keen eye as 
youngsters rode on until 

the horse rolled them off. 

It won’t be quite so ener-

getic at the Fair on No-

vember 3rd, but we are 

sure you will enjoy the 

event and pick up some 
bargains too. Look for-

ward to seeing you, and 

do bring your friends. 
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FROM  THE PLAYERS  

 

Our autumn production is the classic JB Priestly play ‘An Inspector 

Calls’.  Set in 1912 it tells the story of a family celebration which is 
interrupted by a police inspector, who brings news that a girl known 

to everyone present, has died in unpleasant circumstances.  It seems 

that any or all of them could have had a hand in her death.  
 

 But who is the mysterious Inspector? 

 
We do hope you will join us to find out!!! 

Finally Thanks to Lynda Turner who connected with Lois Hopkins 
who clearly had the following memory so imprinted, it did not take 

her long to get it to us. 

 

Memories of The Pancake Frizzle  
by Lois Hopkins 

 

The annual Pancake  Frizzle took  
place  in the  Church Hall and att- 

racted around 40 children.  Whilst  

Elizabeth  McMahon organized  
games for them,  intrepid chefs, 

John McMahon, Bob Ash and I  

got  on with making about  

250  pancakes from produce donated by the congregation. Richard 
and Jennie recall  Bob’s offerings were thick enough to sole your 

boots with.  At a given time the children lined up, eager to see who 

could eat the most pancakes.  I think the record went to one of the 
Turner boys or Helen McMahon. 

 

(Illustration by Sarah Bedford—who was one of those children, and 
oh she remembers it all well.  Also given the above examples of Hel-

en McMahon and the Turner boys, the Editor may well turn to some  

detective work to see just how those young people have really turned 

out.  Watch this space.) 
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Thanks to all contributors and I look forward to more. Remember 
you  are always welcome to come along to our church services and 

other events here at Holly Lane.  Children, teens and young people: 

I have thought of a special something—let’s call it an experiment, for 

you, hint: can you dance, sing, move, draw, colour in—none of the 
above?! You can all join in.  See you soon, Editor. 
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