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Dear Friends, 

 

The Sundays after Easter are like a mini-course in Christianity.  In fact they 

are a seven week expose of everything we shouted  about and sang about 

when we celebrated Christ’s resurrection.  If any new member of the Church, 

recently received, is beginning  to wonder what exactly they have let them-

selves in for (or any old member for that matter!), the Sunday scriptures after 

Easter are aimed at explaining piece by piece the full implication of calling 

ourselves Christian. 

 

So there can be no better copper-bottomed guarantee than the one Jesus gives 

when talking about the Good Shepherd. He doesn’t merely say that to follow 
him will be an acceptable way of spending time. He doesn’t invite people to 

faith in order to give them something to do, like a hobby, a pastime, or even 

an alternative to a spot of voluntary work! 

 

He says, as the Good Shepherd, that those who are his sheep and follow him 

will enjoy the richest of lives, and what’s more nothing or no one will ever be 

able to snatch them from his hand. It’s hard to think of anything that could be 

more unconditional than that. 

 

His listeners were only too aware that it’s easy to be taken in by some forms 

of religion, the type where the lambs get fleeced or even devoured by the 
wolves. 

 



The flowers in our Church for May  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
. 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church 

May 6th   Vacant 

May 13th  Vi Baggott 

May 20th  Vacant 

May 27th  R. Alliband 

 

But to be held in the hand of the Good Shepherd is to have a different quali-

ty of life. Jesus calls it eternal life. And this eternal life does not just start 

after we die. It’s on offer to us now. It’s that life available to those who are 

part of the flock, who are held in God’s hand, who make up the Body of 
Christ. 

 

Following the Good Shepherd and listening for his voice goes beyond a 

nice countryside image. It puts us in the hands of someone who promises to 

make sense of our lives, to protect us from ultimate evil. It is the picture of 

a God who walks by our side and makes our faith and hope worthwhile. 

 

We are people of the resurrection.  Let’s live in that fact.  Let the joy that is 

ours in knowing we are held in the hand of God spill over into the lives of 

others that they too may know the same joy, hope and life it brings. 

 

I remain as always you friend and minister 
 

    Graham J Sweeney 

 

Notice  

 

As you will see we have 2 vacant dates this month. There are also 11 dates 

vacant over the following 5 months. If  anyone out there would like to 

make a donation rather than put their name down so  that we can continue 
to have flowers in church, please have a word with me.  

 

Maisie Russell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  MAY  2012  

Fri  4th 10.30 am Coffee morning 

Sun 6th 10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Michael Derrick who is a 

member of Banners Gate community church 

Fri 11th   10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 13th 10.30 am  Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney 

Thurs 17th  7.30pm Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 16th  10.30am Coffee morning 

Sun 20th 10.30am  Family worship including  Holy 

Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Fri 25th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sat 26th 11am  Summer Fair 

Sun 27th  10.30am  Family worship led by Colin Hale who is a Lay Lead-

er of Lodge road URC. 

Fri 30th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Christian Aid Week 

13th - 19th May 

Helping others 

to help themselves. 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



 

Don’t miss Notices in centre pages for important information about the 

Fair. 



Welcome Poem by Vera Gilbert 

 

Reverend G neck and shoulders draped 

In the colour white of the Easter season leads the troupe of elders kindling a 

flame 
To lighten the dark and pray for peace on earth. 

 

Stairs creek under his steps 

As he mounts the dais 

Made magnificent and blessed 

By the sun ray 

That suddenly sweeps across the big Cross 

Nailed to the tall blue wall 

Near the eye of the high mullioned window. 

 

The Rev’s climb and service is his only exercise session. 

He’ll be walking and kneeling and praising God. 
So will we, Praising God but standing or sitting 

Because the knees may need healing 

 

Hymns and prayers, listening and laughter and silence 

Where we seek to catch and feed 

On the still small voice of the  Almighty 

Whose generous gift of a child to a man, who donated for transplant his life 

For love. 

 

Warm hearts defy old age, cold hands and feet 

To strive to practice what they preach 
To provide heat and food and the wants of the needy 

Good news in acts of love to those far flung 

And us home spun. 

Healing Prayer 

Lord Jesus  now is the hour  when we all in your church at Erdington 

Plead for your healing touch. 

We reach out with urgent hands to touch the hem of Jesus’s garment. 

Father while we do not know what pains lie behind the smiles of those we 
meet and greet you know the needs of each and every one us absent or pre-

sent in the building, hurt in body, mind or spirit. 

We believe that all healing is possible through Christ who sacrificed his life 

to give us new life. 

Thy will be done .  Amen. 



 
 
 

The New YPF 

This month we are mindful that it is a taxing time for teenagers and other 

young people facing GCSE and other exams, and choices in job search 

which could direct their futures. 

 
We pray for all those among us who are revising and sitting tests. We pray 

too for all those supporting them, their families, teachers, guidance counsel-

lors.   

 

King Solomon asked God for wisdom.  Your education will not be wasted 

whatever you do.  We pray that God’s spirit will be with you and guide you 

through this time. 

 

Junior Church 

Meanwhile we hope the youngsters had a good time during their Easter 

break, and are enjoying being back at school.  I noticed the information pic-

tured  below at an Police display stall in Erdington High Street.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is reassuring  to know the kind of  good safety information available for 
young children.  



Food Bank latest 
 

Local churches have said a resounding ‘yes’ to plans for a foodbank in Erd-

ington.  It would operate under the auspices of  the Trussell Trust, the 

founder of UK foodbanks. Churches Together Erdington held an open meet-

ing to test out interest in the idea.  It was well attended .  A task group has 

now been set up to begin the real work to making this foodbank a reality.  

Ministers and representatives came from a wide range of churches in our 

area and beyond. Here is a summary of  how food banks work. 

 

How a foodbank works 

 

1. Food is donated   

 

Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, in-

date food to a foodbank.  Large collections often take place as part of Har-

vest Festival celebrations. 

Food is also collected at ‘Supermarket Collections’.  These are events held 

at supermarkets where volunteers give shoppers a ‘foodbank shopping list’ 

and ask them to buy an extra item or two for local people in crisis. 

 

2. Food is sorted and stored 

 
Volunteers sort food to check that it’s in date and pack it into boxes ready to 

be given to people in need. 

 

3. Frontline care professionals identify people in need 

 

Care professionals such as doctors, health visitors, social workers, CAB and 

police identify people in crisis and issue them with a foodbank voucher.   

 

4. Clients receive food 

 

Foodbank clients bring their voucher to a foodbank centre where it can be 

redeemed for three days emergency food.  Volunteers meet clients over a 
cup of tea or free hot meal and are able to signpost people to agencies able 

to solve the longer-term problem.  Some foodbanks also run a rural delivery 

service, which takes emergency food boxes to clients living in rural areas 

who cannot afford to get to a foodbank. 



From  David Lewis 

  
David Lewis’s  Walk on the Geopark Way 



 

Christian Aid week is now in it's 6th decade  .  

It’s a time specially set aside for door to door 

collection.  Moreover up and down the country 

people will be devising and taking part in ordi-
nary and extraordinary events to raise as much Christian Aid as possible.  

 

Church leaders started Christian Aid  to help 2nd world war refugees.  Now 

its targets include  tackling trade injustice, and climate change.  There are 

already signs that needs around the world this year are exceeding available 

aid.  But whatever we can offer even in our own financial straights will go a 

long way to helping  ourselves. 

 

You may, like me ask, how come there is so much need despite so much 

giving?  The answer I suppose is that each year brings new problems, new 

changes in circumstances; where one place recovers, another need may arise 

down the road.   
 

For example it has been helping in Egypt following the ‘Arab Spring 

uprising’ last year. From Libya 1.5 millions Egyptians living and work-

ing there returned home.  The Egyptian families who’d been dependent on 

the money those people earned and sent home were suddenly without in-

come and now had extra mouths to feel and all the other things they all need 

to survive. 

 

Christian Aid  local partners created short, cash for work projects doing jobs 

the communities identified ;  like tree planting, fixing street lights, school 

and hospital renovations, building pit latrines, and cleaning water reservoirs. 
These projects, though only offering  about a fortnight’s work provided 

some earnings, and pride in a job. Materials were often provided by local 

firms and the local community.  

 

Please support EURC’s  Christian Aid week activities .   
 

Christian aid says: ‘You and your church can be part of a ‘prayer moment’ 

for Christian Aid Week that everyone can see.   

 

We’re asking individuals to stop, reflect and text the word or phrase that’s in 

their heart to 70788.  

 
From May13th , your words will appear on their website – along with oth-

ers, creating a mass prayer moment for Christian Aid Week’. 

 



 
Prayer 
Lord, your love and faithfulness reach out to 

everyone. As those who have known your 

salvation, set us free to live in justice and equity, 

and so to reveal your righteousness to the 

world. We give thanks for all the channels through 

which change can happen… Empower us 

to speak out and act as individuals, as churches, 

as communities. 

Amen.  

 

(From Christian Aid) 
 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 

 

Friday 18th May,  

10.30am – 12noon in the hall 

 

Stalls will include cakes, cards 

and crafts, and a raffle. 

 

Raffle prizes would be appreci-

ated, see Elizabeth McMahon. 
 



 
 
 

 

Summer Fair 
 

 

On Saturday 26th May we will be holding our 

annual Summer Fair in order to raise much need-

ed funds (see advert).  

This year we will have a ‘red, white & blue or Ju-

bilee theme’. 

 

Help is desperately needed to sort goods, set up 

and serve on the stalls.  If you feel you could 

spare an hour or so please see Elizabeth McMah-

on, Thelma Hird or Sylvia Errington. 

 

Boxes are available at the back of the Church 

for contributions to the stalls. 

 

We are organizing a Hamper Raffle and would be 

grateful if you could donate a packet or a tin 

towards this. A separate box will be placed at 

the rear of the church. 

 

There will also be a quiz on sale priced 50p. Cor-

rect entries will be entered into a prize draw at 

the Fair. 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stat-

ed.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

New members are very welcome.  We start at 7.45pm on  the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
 

 

Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

 

May 10th  Outing 

May 24th  Newhall Mill—Mr Roger Lea 

May 1st       May Day Supper 

May 15 th    The Staffordshire Millennium embroideries –  

Mrs Everitt  

June 5th  Jubilee Garden Party with Pam and David Lewis 

Friday 18th May 

10.30 am 
Fundraiser for Christian Aid  



 

 

Thank You 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers brought to me while I 

was not feeling very well.  I’m glad to say I am much better now.  

Also many thanks for the lovely Mother’s day daffodils.  You could 
say they have put a spring in my step. 

 

Dottie Hodges. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID QUIZ 
 
  

A quiz evening is being organised by members of St. 

Barnabas Church and will   be held at Six Ways Bap-

tist Church on Saturday May 19th to raise funds   for 

Christian Aid.  Some of our members have joined in 

on previous quiz evenings   and we've had great fun 

and super refreshments. So if you would like to give   

the old grey matter a bit of a work out, book tickets 

now. 

 

  
                Venue:    Six Ways Baptist Church 

                Time:      7.00pm 

                Date:       Saturday May 19th 2012 

                Cost:       £6 

  

 

    Contact Irene Soroka on 0121 384 7551 for tickets. 



Thank you from the Allens. 

 

Pat Allen from Mason Cottages sends her thanks to us and good 

wishes for keeping in touch while she has not been able to attend 

church.  Vera Gilbert met up with Pat and her husband at their home  
and had a lovely time over coffee and biscuits.  Both Pat and her 

husband have not been well, and missed being at church.  Their 

style has been cramped quite a bit but the couple are keeping in 

good spirits, and ask us to keep them in our prayers. Vera also saw 

Renee Alliband and says she looks great.  Pat also says some of our 

other friends at Mason cottages have been under the weather, and 

have been glad to get visits from friends too. Vera says she had a 

good old natter with the Allens and came away with a little food 

parcel of biscuits to sustain her on her journey home.  ( That must 

be all of 5 minutes walk! ) 

Thank you from the Reids 

 

Verol and Lynne would like to thank all at church for keeping us in 

your prayers and for the flowers we’ve received.  It’s a new life for 

us, and we are making our way through.   
Bless you all. 

 

From Verol and Lynne Reid. 

Vera’s Views and Reviews 
 

They weren’t complaining, merely stating – or nudging via a question about 

why there are no reports of  Fellowship events  in our magazine.  May I 

assure our readers that there is no bias, it’s a matter of juggling the diary, or 

better still you telling me all about it.  Well that happened just recently after 

Major Howard from the Salvation Army came to the Fel-

lowship.  The feedback is that  the Minister not only gave a good talk, but 

he was also a genius with paper and scissors. With a snip here and a snip 

there he produced not only shapes but letters spelling words.  I cannot re-

veal more but I am told he has already been referred to be a guest at other 

groups.  So watch out for his next appearance.  

 



Dining with Mount Zion  

 

About half a dozen members of our congregation took part in an Easter feast 

and celebration as guests of Mount Zion church at the EURC church Hall. It’s 

as if sharing food was part of the worship or service. We enjoyed; live music, 
by members of the church including their minister, who is a  pretty good gui-

tarist;  a short sermon by Pastor Calvin Young from their mother church in 

Aston; and the story of Easter told through dramatic readings.  The story tell-

ers  included some  young children  who were superb and their involvement  

was lovely to see.   

 

Photo:  Front and mid-

dle of the picture :- 

members of  Erding-

ton  URC at the Easter 

Celebrations with 

Mount Zion Church.  
Some of us   enjoyed 

lovely Caribbean style 

fish, others  had roast 

beef and tasty chicken 

‘stew’.  There was good 

attendance at the event 

including visitors at-

tracted by  outreach efforts. 

 

Churches Together Erdington’s  Good Friday outdoor service near the Co-

op also attracted a good crowd.  This year the format included dramatic mono-
logues portraying personalities such as Peter, Simon who helped carry Jesus’ 

cross and Pilate.  These were read  by a range of lay people from various 

churches including ours.  The service was longer than usual, but the crowd 

stayed and the event was much appreciated. 

 

Meanwhile at church young Emilio was kept busy on Palm Sunday handing 

out, with Elizabeth,  the palm crosses to the congregation.   Easter Sunday we 

had  visitors, and a really lovely display of lilies  on the upper altar, under the 

main cross.  Graham told us a story about a rally in a foreign country where a 

high ranking Politician spent a whole speech denouncing faith and religion, at 

the end of which a lone old man walked to the front and simply said ‘the 

Lord is risen’, to which the crowd erupted in response ‘He is risen indeed’.  
 

Fear of punishment could not stop those oppressed people maintaining  their 

faith in God. The power and symbolism of the Cross is great, even today.   

 



Isn’t it great news that the young footballer Fabrice Muamba who suffered a 

heart attack and ‘died’ for 78 minutes, is making a strong recovery.  The 

young man and his family are said to be strong in Christian faith. According 

to the newspapers Fabrice  says he asked God to protect him and he did 

not let him down. 

 

 

Fancy Fashion 

 

The Miami feel in fashion has come to Erdington’s Central Square Arcade 

with ’Plus Couture’ . So says manager named Marva –  because as she’s tells 

me ‘she’s marvellous’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

And for shop-

pers looking for 
heels, it is prob-

ably just a case 

of deciding how 

high. 

 

 

The store’s certainly 

haute couture, with 

stylish ranges and 

labels  I’ve not seen 
before.   

 

Samsara, Roxanne  

and Alexandra in 

posh frocks greeted 

customers on the 

store’s opening day. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                

 

 

 

Plus Couture  has an upbeat feel with a good selection of casual- glamourous, 

chic—everyday and special occasion wear from head – hats to toe.   

 

Marva wants people to know they can come to a local store and get an outfit 
for any occasion, and they cater for all the family and all ages.  Best of all 

size is not a issue.  She says’ there's no discrimination here. Anyone can 

come no matter their size or age.  There’s a plus size range and you can get a 

ball gown and everything to match’. So if you really like to’ dress’ for church 

– it’s the place to go!  

 

Photo on the previous page features from left : Samsara in black and silver, 

Roxanne in lavish purple and Alexandra in a yellow gown.  

 

 

 

Players review 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

You’ll be delighted to hear that the Players latest production was a big hit 

with the audiences.  The news has come from a variety of sources.  

 
Members of our congregation say it was very enjoyable.  I heard the news 

attending an event in Sutton, and again from a member of a Lent group in 

Marsh Hill!  Two first timers to a Player’s performance reported being very 

impressed and I quote one source who was  very surprised and happy to see 

such a ‘quality performance’.  

 

 Well done players. 

 

 



Now you can’t have failed to notice the special poem of Welcome earlier 

by our  editor.  Special  thanks to Jacqui Rowe for mentoring  her through 

that work . 

 

Poets from all over Birmingham led by the city’s Poet Laureate Jan Watts  
descended on Erdington to provide a literary feast for local residents.  Vera 

Gilbert who’s been attending the Writers Retreat says it’s a great coup for 

Erdington.  ‘We had the Birmingham Poet Laureate to ourselves for a 

whole week, tutoring, inspiring and mentoring us through lots of aspects of 

being creative.  Ordinary people who have never written produced lovely 

poetry’. 

 

The week long event  at Erdington Library, ended on Saturday 21st April 

with a visit, led by Jan, to Poet’s Corner in Birmingham Central Library.  

Tutoring and performance at the Writers Retreat was  done by noted poets 

such as Penny Hewlett and Jackie Rowe, Meredith Andrea, Julie Boden, 

broadcaster and poet Charlie Jordan (latter 2 former B’ham Poet Laureates) 
and Bohdan  Piasecki).  The event also attracted poetry rising star Ita 

Gooden who was recently chosen to produce a celebration work for the 

Olympics.   

 

Back row from left : B’ham Poet Laureate 2011-12 Jan Watts, Poet 

Jacqui Rowe, Olympic Poet Ita Gooden, local Poet Christopher Smith and 

seated from left, local Poets Tony, Lynne and Judy. 

Top Marks for Erdington Writers Retreat 



Vera says ‘Our Library is a visible, rich source and showcase for all kinds 

of creativity.  Without it Erdington would feel like a cultural desert’.  Peo-

ple can learn and practice poetry writing at Pens of Erdington poetry writ-

ers group held regularly at Erdington Library. 

 

 

 

Spring of Hope 

 

 
   This must be spring, it makes one sing, 

           Of new hopes and joys to be 

            employed. 

 

          New life has just begun, on 

           another circuit of the sun. 

 

     The joy of being alive, indicates 

        mankind will survive, these 

        troubled times of pollution 

        and destruction. 

 
    We will reproduce and reconstruct, 

       and build new hopes out of 

        the dust. 

 

 

   Praise the Lord for this new day, 

     as we continue on our way.       

 

©Poet Christopher Smith is a member of St Barnabas Church, Erdington. 

 



                       Recorder H.E.R.O.s 

 

I have been privileged to experience the humble recorder in an extra ordi-

nary setting and played as I reckon most of us have never heard it, and it’s 

nothing like the reedy recorder sound we know from school. 
The setting was the catholic Cathedral of St Chads in Birmingham city cen-

tre , and I was introduced to the wonders of this instrument by Sarah Bedford 

(David and Hilary’s daughter). 

 

 

 

 

 

The  music is heav-

enly.   

 
It was performed by 

Hero, Heart of Eng-

land Recorder Or-

chestra conducted by 

Colin Touchin and 

the Birmingham 

Schools’ Recorder 

Sinfonia.  

 

Sarah’s recorder was 

taller than her, and 

this is me standing 
by another recorder  

which was even big-

ger.  (They can be 2 

metres long). 

Then there were some right at the other end of the size scale being no big-

ger than just about the length of my palm.    If you ever see such a concert 

advertised  do go and look and listen and you will be amazed and delighted.  

The St Chad’s building wasn’t bad either.  It was very ornate with  towering 

columns stretching up to a beautiful ceiling. 
 



Handbells 
 

All over the country people are  tuning up their bells, for a summer ringing 

extravaganza (for the Jubilee and the Olympics).  However our Guild has got 

there first with  a fine performance from  local handbell ringers. 

 

Handbells produce  a much gentler and sweeter sound than one would expect 

- a very mellow sound with a soft ‘clap’. Our performance was by some of 

the handbell ringers from Erdington Parish Church, St Barnabas.  Their 

conductor Margaret Hunt  is Tower Captain; that means captain of all her 

church’s bells.  Margaret proved to be quite dexterous as she  played with 1 
hand while conducting with other, and reading the music upside down as it 

was on a stand facing the musicians, Fred , Elizabeth, Valerie, Annette and 

Nicola .   

 

Each bell ringer has 2 bells.  They had the Guild first quietly humming along 

to the tunes then fully fledged singing broke out . ‘Some one commented 



were ‘good old songs you can sing to’.  The repertoire  included ‘Orange 

and lemons’, ‘Bless ‘em all’, ‘Eton boating song’, ‘My grandfathers 

clock’ ,  ‘Home on the range’, ‘Drink to me only’, and some carols  includ-

ing  ‘Silent night’ (which perfectly suited the bells) and ‘The rocking car-

ol’...   ‘We will rock you, rock you, rock you,  little Jesus sweetly 
sleep’ (some in the audience remembered  it’s  popularity in their 

schooldays). 

 

Nicola’s part (she’s standing at the back on the left) involved the most 

swapping of different sized bells. These instruments  are rung by  bringing 

the bell down, while with tower bells the ringing is up and down. The bells 

were very badly damaged in the fire which destroyed the church.  Bell 

foundry experts were called in  and now it is hard to  believe they have 

been anywhere near the flames. 

   

Nicola who’s has been playing since she was 13  introduced her  9 and 10 

year old children to it; they have done it for scout badges.   Her husband 
plays too.  The highlights of the players’ year   are their  concerts at  John 

Taylor Hospice, Erdington at Christmas and Easter. 

  

We might well hear their peals this summer.  On Sunday 3rd June the 

Thames Diamond Jubilee pageant in London takes place.  There’ll be a 

floating belfry of eight new Jubilee Bells cast at Whitechapel Bell Foundry.  

The bells will herald the start of the mighty 1000-boat tribute to Her Majes-

ty The Queen’s 60-year reign. As the processions sails from Putney to 

Tower bridge the peal of the Royal  Jubilee Bells will be answered and 

echoed by chimes from riverbank churches along the route.  

 
If you are already feeling all misty eyed, dust down you doorbell now and 

join in  another summer extravaganza.  It’s called ‘Work No. 1197’  and 

involves all the bells in a country being rung as quickly and as loudly as 

possible for three minutes is a nationwide musical celebration.  It will hap-

pen at 8am on Friday 27th July, the first day of the London 2012 Olympic 

and Paralympic Games. Composer and Turner Prize-winning artist Martin 

Creed needs all the nations bells to be rung at the same time. Enrol, and 

receive  access to an exclusive Martin Creed ringtone,  via the internet :  

http://www.allthebells.com/home/.   

 

 

Thank you to all contributors this edition.   Your Royal stories are welcome 
for our next edition.  Have a great month. (Editor) 
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