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Hello, 

 

It’s Editor’s choice instead of our 

usual Minister’s column this 

month.  Here’s a tale  I heard in 

church from one of our visitor’s 

preacher last month.  The hero of 

the story is one Diddymouse, so if 

you’re squeamish  don't’ look  left. 

 

 

By the way I think Diddymouse may be related to Thomas Didymus  
- that doubting Thomas in the Bible. 

 

Diddymouse was a dissatisfied cathedral mouse.   
 

He got fed up of feasting on Bibles and hymn books in his magnifi-

cent cathedral home. 
 

Above: Diddymouse.  
 

Below : Preacher Colin 

Hale ,Diddy, on Colin’s hand, 

and   Emilio. 
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The flowers in our Church for May have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
There are still some vacant dates on the flower rota, which is in the porch.  
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

May 5th Vacant 

May 12th G  Hamblin 

May 19th  R  Alliband 

May 26th  P Allen 

 

 
So he set off, without a map,  to seek better fodder underneath  in 
the cloisters .   

 

 

He  got horribly lost and scared in the dark  twists and turns, corri-
dors and passages. What’s more there wasn’t a sniff  of food.  He 

soon realised the value of the soul food of Bible’s and Hymn 

books he’d left behind.  It took all his nerve and perseverance to 
overcome his depression and fear and keep trying., but  he  made 

it back home. Jesus’s disciples felt terrified, and lost  too when the 

Master  was crucified. Their lives seemed over.   
 

They  locked themselves  away physically and emotionally like 

we  do in times of trouble, sickness, concern. Yet the risen Jesus 

was there for them.  He found them and helped them find peace.   
 

Today we hear countless stories of people coming through trau-

mas and using the experience or lessons learnt to do great things, 
valuing life more, starting charities, helping others.  

 

The disciples, from their ordeals   started the  first church. So even 
if we feel like  doubting Thomas, we may just find our way to the 

life we are looking for. 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY 2013  

 Fri 3rd    10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun  5th 10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Michael Derrick 
who is a member of Banners Gate Community 

Church 

Fri 10th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sun 12th 10.30am  Family worship led by our Minister Rev Gra-
ham Sweeney.  

Fri 17th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 19th  10.30am  Family worship including 
Communion and Prayers for  

healing led by our Minister 

 

Fri 24th 10.30am 

7pm   

Coffee morning 
‘Fourth Friday Group’ at the manse 

 

Sun 26th   10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Bill Hales who is a 
member of Digbeth in the Field URC. 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

Spirit of the living God, 

fall afresh on us. 
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Erdington United Reformed Church 
Holly Lane/ Orphanage Road 

 

 
 

 

Refreshments including lunches   

(Lunches served from 11.30am) 
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Junior Church 

 
God has made won-
derful creatures. 

 

This is Dolly a shih

-tzu dog.  I met her 
with her owner 

John at the YMCA 

shop in Erdington 
High St. She is 18 

months old, and 

with all her hair a 
high maintenance 

lady. John says she 

is very loving.  

 
 

The name Shih Tzu 

comes from the 
Chinese word for 

"lion dog" because 

this kind of dog 
was bred to resem-

ble the lions seen in 

n traditional orien-

tal art.  
 

 

 
 

Please pray for the 
work of the YMCA 

and it’s charity 

shop in Erdingotn 
to help young peo-

ple..   
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Update on our Charity of the Year– Westminster College. 

 

The college trains URC ministers , including several of ours..  The 

fundraising target for it’s redevelopment has almost been reached 

and the work starts soon.  I bring you the following from it’s maga-
zine the Westminster Chronicle. Not much changes! : 

 

THE BRICKLAYER’S LAMENT 

 

The following story was originally told by Gerard Hoffnung at the 
Oxford Union, December 4th, 1958.  

 

Due to the announced development work taking place at Westmin-
ster College in the coming months, I simply hope this is not a taste of 

things yet to come… 

I’ve got this thing here that I must read to you. Now, this is a very 

tragic thing… I shouldn’t really read it out. A striking lesson in 
keeping the upper lip stiff is given in a recent number of the weekly 

bulletin of ‘The Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors’ that 

prints the following letter from a bricklayer in Golders Green to the 
firm for whom he works: 

Erdington Foodbank - Here to Serve 
It’s official! Erdington Food bank based at Six Ways Baptist 

Church is now in the hands of our volunteers.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Canned and dried foods, nappies, soap are desperately needed. By 
our deeds we shall be know. The programme is overseen by  

Churches Together Erdington.   
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Respected Sir, 
 

When I got to the 

top of the building, 

I found that the 
hurricane had 

knocked down 

some bricks off 
the top. So I 

rigged up a beam, 

with a pulley at the 
top of the building 

and hoisted up a 

couple of barrels 

of bricks. 
 

When I had fixed the building there was a lot of bricks left over. I 

hoisted the barrel back up again and secured the line at the bottom 
and then went up and filled the barrel with the extra bricks. Then, I 

went to the bottom to cast off the rope. 

 
Unfortunately, the barrel of bricks was heavier than I was and be-

fore I knew what was happening, the barrel started down, jerking 

me off the ground. I decided to hang on!! 

Halfway up I met the barrel coming down… and received a severe 
blow on the shoulder. I then continued to the top, banging my head 

against the beam and getting my fingers jammed in the pulley. 

 
When the barrel hit the ground it burst its bottom allowing all the 

bricks to spill out. I was now heavier than the barrel and so started 

down again at high speed. Halfway down I met the barrel coming 

up and received severe injury to my shins. 
 

When I hit the ground I landed on the bricks, getting several pain-

ful cuts from their sharp edges. At this point I must have lost my 
presence of mind because I let go of the line. 

 

The barrel came down again and gave me a very heavy blow and 
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Jesus is Good News 

Holy Bible, Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on 
me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 

freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prison-

ers.   

Prayer 

 

Lord  there are storms of fear, confusion hurt 

and anger around us 

Calm the storms 

Dear Lord there are battles to fight against, 

hunger, disease, lack 

Raise your sword of righteousness  

Lord there are clouds of despondency, heartache, pains and ill 

health in us 

Heal our lives  

 

Lord we are pushed aside for money, greed, hatred and bitter-

ness 

Encircle and defend us 

Dear Lord shine your light and fill our hearts with your peace 

and love,  

in the name of your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

Amen.   

putting my in hospital! 
 

I respectfully request ‘sick leave’. 

 

Contributed by Mick Bavester (Westminster College Maintenance 
Engineer) 

 

http://bible.cc/isaiah/61-1.htm
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THE GUILD 

     THE FELLOWSHIP    

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  
A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

May 9th  Meet as usual –Programme TBA 

Weds May 15th Outing 

May 23rd  Bring and Buy and Quiz – Yellow and Green 
theme 

May 7th  C Gregory— How Remembrance day is cele-
brated in different countries. 

May 21st   Ian Maclaren  - Talking Newspapers  

 

Lin Reid It is with sadness that we announce the death of Lin 
Reid.,  a long standing member of our church.  She 

died peacefully on April 13th.  

 

Our thoughts and  Prayers are with her husband 
Verol  and the family at this time. 

 

Lin’s funeral is due to take  place at  our  church on 
April 25th.   
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Summer Fair Help Wanted 

 
On Saturday 8th June we will be holding our annual Summer Fair 

in order to raise much needed funds (see advert). 
Help is desperately needed to sort goods, set up and serve on the 

stalls. If you feel you could spare an hour or so please see Eliza-

beth McMahon or Vera Oley or Thelma Hird.  
 

Boxes are available at the back of the Church for contributions to 

the stalls. 
We are organizing a Hamper Raffle and would be grateful if you 

could donate a packet or a tin towards this. A separate box will be 

placed at the rear of the church. 

 
There will also be a quiz on sale priced 50p, where you can show 

how well you know your biscuits. Correct entries will be entered 

into a prize draw at the Fair. These can be obtained from Sylvia 
Errington or Elizabeth McMahon. 

 

Christian Aid coffee mornings 

 
There will be two special coffee mornings on: 
. 

Sunday 12th May after church 

Friday 17th May Morning Special 10:30 am to 12 noon in 

the Hall 

 
Help us raise funds for the charity.  Hope to see you there. 

 
Bessie Crombie 

******Stop press******Lonely hearts 

 

Editor seeks friends of all ages for fun and fellowship at church and 

she is having her own  stand at the Fair to help her achieve this.  

 
There’ll be information on interests  for everyone,. Bring the whole 

family.  Hope to see you on Saturday June 9th, from 11 am. 
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 Thank you from Maura 
Dear Friends 

Thank you very much for all your prayers, good wishes, cards and 

flowers during my recent illness.  I am feeling much better and am 
back on my feet,  and slowly getting back into my routines.  

 

Once again, thank you 
Maura McDermott 

Fellowship News   
by Judy Ratcliffe 

 

There is not much news from 
the Fellowship for last month.  

The Players were using the 

premises, so we had a coffee 
evening at the home of Barbara  

Thompson.  We were supposed 

to be at Valerie’s but as she was 

still having trouble with her wrist, we transferred to Barbara’s. 
 

Thank you from the Players 

 
Thank you to all who braved the snow and icy winds to watch our 
recent performance of ‘Off the Hook’, and a special thank you, and 

apologies to our Wednesday audience , who endured a very cold 

venue due to an unfortunate misunderstanding of the heating in-

structions for the hall.  We hope the performances and the excel-
lent set, compensated a little for the discomfort. 

 

Despite the weather our audiences laughed and applauded enthusi-
astically, and we’ll hope to have as good a reception for our Au-

tumn production in November.  Hopefully on that occasion the 

weather will be kinder. 
 

June M Roberts 
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There were 14 present.  We had a lovely warm evening with plenty 
of tea, coffee and biscuits.  We made £41 for funds, which included a 

lovely raffle. 

 

April 2nd 
Easter Tuesday, so no meeting.  Hope you all had a pleasant and 

Happy Easter time.  The weather was bitterly cold so probably, like 

me, you were not encouraged to go out very far.  No pleasant walks 
around the lovely garden centres.  The ground is too hard and cold to 

do any planting just yet.   

 
The Committee are trying to arrange a meal for our last meeting on 

June 4th .  Watch this space! 

 

Fire Service Dogs  
 

Two elite crime fighters, Ellie (12, retired) and her handler Matt 

Dixon were recent guests at the Guild.  They are  the Fire Investi-

gation Dog team from the West Midlands Fire Investigation Ser-
vice.   

 

The  Dogs are often at the 

forefront of the investigation 
because thy can scent  evi-

dence that neither  cameras 

nor humans can detect.  Dogs 
like  handlers, have their own  

protective equipment.   

 
When Ellie sees her  high 

visibility harness and protec-

tive shoes she stops playing 

and gets serious. Matt’s rule 
is that if it is not safe for hu-

mans  he won’t send his dog 

in either.  He’s never had a 
dog injured on the job. 
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Arsonists beware! 

 

Arsonists think they can  destroy evi-

dence but you don’t destroy it you alter it. 

Experts  can work out what happened and 
what was where in a room.   

Most arsonists start young, but happily , 

schools tend to pick up on the kind of 
behaviour which might indicate a prob-

lem.  After one of Matt and his sidekick’s  

sessions the schools usually find that fires  stop. Early intervention 
hopefully prevents a child from growing into an adult criminal. 

 

Matt  selects, trains and han-

dles  the dogs which are all 
rescues, and  live at home 

with him.  It cost £5,000 to 

train each one. 
The whole country has  only 

14 such specialist dogs. Matt’s 

team serves the West Mid-
lands ,Staffordshire, Shrop-

shire, Hereford and Worces-

tershire,  and further afield if 

needed.   
Meanwhile we also met young 

Peppa, in training  to be  dual 

purpose to search in water as 
well as fire.  She’ll  become 

an even more valuable member of  this West Midlands elite squad. 

Saving Erdington’s NHS Walk-in Centre,  High St 

 
Local residents and service users in Erdington turned out in force 
in their  campaign to keep  Erdington NHs Walk in Centre open.  

Thousands have  signed petitions. Supporters say the centre is well 

used and Erdington has big care needs. Erdington MP Jack 

Dromey (pictured opposite) told me  keeping the facility is social  
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justice for Erdington  and he is keeping in touch with local churches.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Photo © Gordon Snelgrove  

Players review  

 
Congratulations to the Players on their recent production of ‘Off the 

Hook’, a farce by Derek Benfield. 

 

All the action is set in a quiet English country ho-

tel, and the cast of ten, directed by Carl Beeching 
all put in convincing performances in their respec-

tive roles, to create an atmosphere of sheer hilarity 

and laughter!! 
 

As you can imagine, with a farce of this type, there was much run-

ning about on stage, with doors opening and shutting; and people 
hiding in cupboards.  It was quite remarkable how the plot unfolded 

amidst such chaos and pandemonium. 

 

Well done everyone. 
 

Hugh MacGregor. 

A quick word about  Midland Opera’s concert  at Six Ways Baptist 
Church last month.  It was a highly enjoyable evening with   good 

attendance,  excellent  music and top notch performances.  Ed. 
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Reminiscing on Romance 
 

Pam and David Lewis who celebrate their 57th wedding anniversary 

this year were wed  at the Congs church on Erdington High Street in 
British summer—on a very wet day in June.  Pam  remembers that 

her sister’s wedding  got a beautiful sunny December day!  Scout 

Captain Joe Blackburn, Guides, Scouts and Brownies led r Pam and 
David’s Guard of Honour .  The couple honeymooned in Newquay .   

The reception was in the parish church hall .  and she also had her 
21st in that room and her own wedding reception was at the Masonic 

Hall, another popular venue.  There also used to be a hall over the 

Co-op .The Lewis’s son and daughter in law who will soon be cele-

brating their pearl anniversary got married on David’s birthday.   
David and Hilary Bedford  recently  celebrated their 37th anniver-

sary.  Congratulations to newly weds Carl and Melody who recently 

got married on the same day and almost time, as the Bedford's did all 
those years ago.  
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Thanks to Pam and David for sharing their wedding album. Can 
you spot bridesmaid Sylvia Errington in the photo above? 
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 4th Friday what’s it all about 
 

It is about growing our church and trying to fulfil the needs of the 

younger members of our congregation.  It is early days yet, even 

the name of this younger adults gathering has not been decided, 
and we are few in number.  So we look forward to your support.  

Please do encourage friends, neighbours, relatives of younger 

working age to join us. One thing is certain though it is about en-
couraging and helping each other to blossom. Contact  is Vera. 

The U in Jesus 
 

Before U were thought of or time began 

God stuck you in the name of his son 

 
And each time you pray, you’ll see it’s true 

You can’t spell out Jesus and not include U. 

You’re a pretty big part of his wonderful named 
For U, He was born; that’s why he came. 

 

And his great love for U is the reason He died 
It even takes U to spell crucified 

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand 

He rose from the dead, with U in his plan? 

 
The stones split away, the gold trumpet blew, 

And this word resurrection is spelled with a U. 

 
When Jesus left earth at His Upward ascension 

He felt there was one thing He just had to mention. 

Go into the world and tell them it’s true 
That I love them all – Just like I love U. 

 

Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too? 

It all depends now on what U will do, 
He’d like them to know, 

But it all starts with U. 
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That’s  it for this month– do keep supporting us where you can,  our 
organizations  put on some great sessions—Thanks to contributors, 

and do keep those items coming . Ed 

Wedding Belle 

 
Introducing EURC’s youngest couple.  Hands went to hearts, beam-

ing smiles appeared on faces,  hankies came out as Melody Blaisch,  
bride to be entered the church , and swept down the aisle on the arm 

of her Mum Christina to meet her bridegroom Carl Ford.   

 

Didn’t   she looked  beautiful, and doesn’t he look handsome, and 
don’t they make a lovely couple.  All Blessings to you both. 
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