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Dear friends, 

It’s already February.... wow!  I type this as we move ever closer to the start 
of Lent; you may read it after Lent has begun but no worries if you do, there 
are 4 weeks of Lent after all. 

Lent is a season of disciplined reflection.  A time to assess what our relation-
ship with God is all about in preparation for us moving into that great season 
of Easter.  It’s a time to reflect on relationships in general too and to be pen-

itent for the things we may have done to cause hurt, pain, unease, disturb-
ance to others, as well as God. 
Many people give up things for Lent like chocolate, sweets, alcohol, cakes 

etc.  My Lenten discipline has always been to take something on rather than 
give something up.  What is your discipline?  
 
As I reflect on these things I am minded of 2 events I have been involved in 

during the last few weeks: one a discussion and the other an act of worship.  
I share them with you from my desk in the study now for no other reason 
than to do just that. 

The first is the discussion and input given to the ‘Churches Together In Erd-
ington’ meeting I was at regarding the possibility of starting a ‘Food Bank’.  
This is an exciting initiative to try to help people in our community here in 

Erdington.  (Hodge Hill friends stay with me here!) Vera I am doing what I 
promised (even stranger comment for friends at Hodge Hill; I know) don’t 
give up on me yet hehehe! 

 
Coming back to my Lenten discipline of taking something on... the idea of the 
‘Food Bank’ is to provide those who need help WITH help in the form of 

food BUT we need volunteers.  Would you be prepared to add something 
to your shopping list and donate it to the ‘Food Bank’? Would you be willing 
to get involved in running the ‘Food Bank’?  There are many levels of involve-

ment from the low to the big (talk to me if you are interested in ANY way) 
the involvement is not of course just for Lent and the rewards could be 
eternal. 

 



Hodge Hill folk; sure this is an Erdington initiative, and you are doing SO 

much there, in Hodge Hill, that you should be proud of; I am not putting 
additions on you, just sharing like I said. You can at least add to your shop-
ping list and give me the things you buy so I can put them in the ‘Food 

Bank’ here in Erdington if you are interested in getting involved.  Take on 
something for Lent (though this is beyond that period) rather than give 
something up. So Vera I have shared this news, as promised.  If you want 

to get involved, either from Holly Lane OR Hodge Hill (and that includes 
PJ/Methodist folk) grab me by the ear – literally, I mean it; just make sure it 
is not the one with the earring in,  because then I’ll know why you are 

doing it. 
 
So on to the act of worship. On Tuesday night some of us from the Synod 
attended the service of Reconciliation, Healing of Memories, and Mutual 

Commitment for the Church of England and the United Reformed Church, 
at Westminster Abbey.  This was the first event arranged for the com-
memoration of 350 years of non-conformity (and the 1662 Prayer Book.) 

alongside the 40th anniversary of the coming into being of the United Re-
formed Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury gave a very good address 
exploring some of the historic issues that have led to division in the 

Church in England, and the contributions that the different churches have 
made to our communities.  I hope that a transcript of the address will be 
available it will make for good reading. 

  
This was the first event of a number to commemorate the historic event 
of 1662 and what came from it.  There are other things planned.  I men-
tion the service because it is good to see that our denominations national-

ly are mirroring what we are doing at Hodge Hill (now it’s the turn of folk 
in Holly Lane to stick with me).  The service recognised the hurts and 
pains of the past brought on by our divisions BUT it moved on from that 
into hope for the future as we committed ourselves to one another afresh.  

That same hope is evident in what we are doing at Hodge Hill and can only 
be a good thing.   I have a copy of the order of service should anyone want 
to see it. 

 
Well I have mumbled on enough.  I send you all my 
good wishes and I remain as always your friend and min-

ister. 
 

Graham J Sweeney 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  MARCH  2012  

Fri 2nd 10.30 am Coffee morning 

Sun 4th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Bill Hales who is a member 

of Digbeth in-the-Field URC 

Fri 9th   10.30am 
 

Coffee morning 

Sun 11th 10.30 am  Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham fol-

lowed by AGM 

Tues 13th  7.30pm  Men’s supper club 

Thurs 15th Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 16th Coffee morning 

Sun 18th 10.30am  Family worship including  Holy 

Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Mon 19th – Sat 24th  Players production week 

Fri 23rd 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 25th  10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Bob Ash who is a former 

Minister of Pype Hayes and Coleshill URCs 

Fri 30th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Lord, thank You for the peace 

that your loving presence 

brings us 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



The flowers in our Church for March  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

 

Mar 4th   G.Hamblin 

Mar 11th   V.Bates 

Mar 18th  E. McMahon 

Mar 25th  G Carmell 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service  
 

Friday 2nd March at 2.00 pm at  

Erdington Methodist Church, Station Rd   

Theme:  ‘LET JUSTICE PREVAIL’ 

This year the women of  Malaysia  have prepared the service.  Although 

organized and led by women this is essentially a day of prayer for every-

body as we demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters and brothers in 

other countries. I do hope you will be there. 

 Maisie Russell 



Junior church news  

 

The christening of Alex-

ander 5, and  

Lewis 2, was beautiful.  
The little lads were very 

smart in their pin  

striped suits and ties and 

a church packed with 

their friends, families 

and us the congregation  

witnessed the  relaxed 

event.  

The  service was con-

ducted by our minister 

Rev Graham Sweeney.  

Also pictured are the 
children’s godparents. 

 

 

 

 

There was 

plenty of 

art work 

done in  

Junior 

church.  

Here’s some news of a day out to consider.   

Fun and Faith Days for 5 - 11 Year Olds 2012 . Saturday 24 March 2012 1 

pm to 5 pm Holly Mount URC, Malvern + Saturday 12 May 2012 1 pm 

to 5 pm Holyhead Road URC, Coventry.  Have fun! Make friends! Learn 

More about our Faith! 
£1.00 per person.  Games, songs, crafts, activities, badge making, stories, 

lunch and afternoon refreshments.   Pick the location that suits you best!   

 

To reserve your place please use the following contact details: 

Chris Burgham, Synod Youth Development Officer: 01743 246329 (Office)   



The New YPF 

 

In our last edition we launched to a new Young People’s fellowship – in 

which we’ll be focusing on the interest young adults.   I am very happy to 

tell you that the older members of our congregation have already come for-
ward with inspiration for you.  Well I think you’ll find it interesting.  It’s 

certainly an eye opener.  Some people think church people do not know 

how to have fun.  

 

Well, that’s Maisie and 

Bill, left, showing if 

you’ve got it flaunt it! 

 

Thank you to Maisie 

and Bill, Elizabeth, 

Pam, and Sylvia for 

your fabulous contribu-
tions.  Our congrega-

tion at the start of their 

adult lives found a lot 

of friendship, fellow-

ship and encourage-

ment, perhaps they 

even made use of that adage ‘a problem shared is one halved’ to get them 

through tough times.  Walking, biking, rambling, and other church activities 

provided a lot of entertainment, as well as a boost to faith. So try to live life 

to the full even though money is short.   

 
 

But this is not all, Bill 

Hales (right in photo 

sharing memories with 

Hugh MacGregor)  

recently preaching at 

Holly Lane, themed 

his sermon around 

anniversaries, and 

you’ll read later that 

men of the cloth have 

some very down to 
earth  treasures (‘Up 

the Villa!)  

 



Health and Wellbeing Prayer 
Father God, during this period of Lent, help us to seek the things that make 

us whole in body, mind and spirit.  We bring our  families and their needs 

to you.    Help us to be generous in heart and in consideration of others 

even when we are in want ourselves.  Lord as we look to you for material 

things help us also to seek your love and to love you.  In Jesus name we 

pray Amen. 

Fairtrade  

Fortnight  

 
 
 
 
 

I’ve  been delighted to read that the winner of the 2011  Guardian Interna-

tional Development Achievement Award is not only involved in Fairtrade 

farming but he’s also  from my birth island St Vincent in the West Indies.   

The Guardian says ‘The award  recognises some of the unsung heroes of 

international development. These are people who have made a profound 

contribution to the alleviation of poverty, working above and beyond the call 

of duty to make a difference to the lives of some of the world's poorest peo-
ple. Renwick Rose is the son of a tailor and a preschool teacher’. After 40 

years at the helm of the agricultural development of the Windward Islands 

for 40 years,  he’s also been working with the Windward Islands Farmers 

Association for 22 years, bananas being the major crop.   

  

Now Fairtrade includes jewellery too with  Fairmined certified gold, the 

world's first independent ethical certification system for gold.  It means the 

material’s been responsibly mined.  The mining industry is dangerous and 

dirty and the Fairtrade foundation says Fairmined gold is mined from small-

scale and artisanal mines in a way that seeks to reduce dependence on harm-

ful chemicals. And our city is doing it’s bit . 
The Birmingham Assay Office,  the largest Assay Office in the world  has 

become the first in the world to be certified as meeting the ethical, human 

rights, social and environmental standards established by the RJC’s( Respon-

sible Jewellery Council) Member Certification System.   

 

Isn’t it amazing how much we can share, learn and support through church.  

It makes us able to appreciate how much we have even, when we have little 

in this country.  And we as  church members need only take the small step of 

turning up on Sunday, listening, and spreading the word. Millions of people 

would be grateful to us even for doing that. 

This years Fairtrade fortnight 27th Feb to 11th March asks us 

to carry through the Fairtrade habit all year.   It’s not just to 

be nice  to poor farmers in far away countries; it’s to make a 

difference to the countless numbers of people who produce 

so much of what we enjoy,  from chocolate to clothes and 
jewellery. 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stat-

ed.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

New members are very welcome.  We start at 7.45pm on  the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

MEN’S SUPPER CLUB 
The Supper Club Meeting is on Tuesday 13th March at 7.30pm.   

Look forward to seeing you. 

 

March 8th  History of Canals 

March 22nd  Players Week 

March 6th       Susie Walker – my life as a Nun 

March 20th    Coffee at Val’s home  owing to Players production 

April 3rd  Major Howard  - Salvation Army 

BIBLE READING ROTA 

I will soon be compiling the new Bible Reading Rota.  New  

volunteers are always welcome, but if anyone is unable to  

continue please let me know.  Thanks to all currently taking 

part. 
 

Sylvia Errington 



The Players' Spring Production 
 

The Players invite you to join them for their Spring production - a comedy 
entitled "It Runs in the Family". This will take place from Wed 21st March 

to Sat 24th, with each performance starting at 7.30. p.m.  

 

As a trial run  - and in the hope of tempting more people to attend on Friday/

Saturday, in addition to our loyal Wednesday and Thursday supporters - we 

are offering concessions for Senior Citizens each evening, whilst keeping the 

Adult prices unchanged.  

 

For more details (including Box Office numbers) please see the separate full

-page spread. Here's hoping you can make it - it promises to be an evening 

of light-hearted fun with all the usual misunderstandings and ensuing chaos! 
 

 Many thanks. 
June E. Roberts 

 

Vera's Views  

 

Oops I missed a bit. There’s so much publicity about summer Diamond Ju-

bilee events that I nearly missed the actual thing. Last month her Majesty  
marked her 60th year of reign over  Britain, Northern Ireland and some 15 

other Commonwealth countries . In Birmingham Symphony Hall had a great 

sounding night of music called Happy and Glorious with all the nation's fa-

vourites ranging from  Jerusalem and Men of Harlech to popular TV tunes.  

Her Majesty's taken a few of her finest art works off her walls for us to see. 

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery ( to March 25th) is the first stop of a 

nationwide exhibition of Leonardo da Vinci drawings from the Royal collec-

tionon .  

 

Meanwhile here’s some  

precious artwork  

Emilio did in 

Junior Church   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Museum also offers a chance  to find out whether children  have really 

never had it so good as in the 21st century. Running from 24 March – 10 June 

2012 in the Gas Hall gallery ‘Children's Lives’ focuses from the 18th centu-

ry to the present day. Curators say it’s the  first major exhibition on child-

hood to be held in Birmingham, and the event is part of the Cultural Olympi-
ad. 

 On the Olympic sports theme -2 local efforts ; At St Chad’s church centre 

plans are underway for a local  extravaganza. And there will be the Heart of 

England Community Games around Witton lakes and Brookvale Park. I like 

the following details from the national body .  Add God and it’s perfect. 

Olympic values: Excellence, Friendship, Respect 

Paralympic Values:  Determination, Courage, Inspiration, Equality. 

 

We know our Hugh  MacGregor is a fine man but we recently learned in 

church that another of that Scottish clan has been commemorated this year.  

The news came via Bill Hales  from Digbeth-in-the-Field URC who took our 

service  last month. His theme was anniversaries and one just happened to 
involve his favourite football club and  William McGregor (13 April 1846 – 

20 December 1911). He’s an Aston Villa legend, widely regarded as the fa-

ther of the English football league because he founded it and the centenary of 

his death was recently commemorated.  He was born in Perthshire, Scotland  

and settled in Birmingham. Though he didn’t play the game himself he was 

very interested in it and became chairman of the  Villa in 1886. Mr McGreg-

or was a devout Christian, a Congregationalist, and I’ve learned that football 

clubs are another thing which started in church.   

 

 

 

 

Faith and 

footie circa 

1920’s.  

Thanks to 

Sylvia Err-

ington for 

this picture.  

Her dad is 

among the 

Erdington 
Congrega-

tional 

church team 



HOPE 

NOT BY BREAD ALONE, 

but it’s a big part  

 

On a visit to Tanzania in Africa 
Margaret and Eugene Schellenberg 

from Birmingham found out that 

local people needed bread and 

wanted a bakery. Our intrepid visi-

tors pondered the practicalities, 

checked the locals commitment, 

got good at fundraising, and the bakery got built, with locals learning some 

new skills into the bargain.   Bread vital to their diet began to roll out of the 

new Ifakara Bakery.  They have targets they try to reach, continue to grow, 

making an astonishing difference, especially to the nutrition and survival of 

children.  Ifakara was one of the charities our church supported last year and 

we have had some wonderful thank you letters and updates from the project.   
 

When Nigel Crowther came to the Guild he had some wonderful stories of 

miracles and faith including one of a little Zambian boy who prayed for him 

and it brought results. 

 

Nigel’s first visit to Zambia was in 1998.  He’d joined a sort of ‘Dad’s army’ 

– retired folk on an ‘African Quest’  a project which helps Koniki Bible col-

lege and others -about 9 miles from the Congo border - to do some building 

work.  In preparation he did some training at John Gilmour’s farm at Four 

Oaks.  Nigel's now been to Zambia 13 times for lengths of time ranging from 

1 month to 6 weeks, and has contributed  on a range of projects from roofing 
to his  favourite ..being a plumber’s mate.  These volunteers are a mixture  of 

professionals and helpers..  

They were called to put up a bridge over a stream on a pastor’s plot of land.  A 

builder from the Wirral who was part of the group said ideally big concrete 

culverts were needed. But how to achieve that? The next day  they learned that 

a church back home in Cheshire had transferred £2,000 into a bank account, 

and the bridge and work was done in 12 ½ days.  One year, at a school the 

team  made more than 40 cement window cills. Next year the plan is to com-

plete a school at an orphanage.   One achievement Nigel's particularly 

proud of it came when some Sutton Coldfield churches got together over 

a tricky problem to help a Zambian community which had no access to 

clean water. Sutton Coldfield company Hydro Mechanical Services Ltd  

donated a Grundfos bore hole pump which now goes down 40 metres to  pro-

vide and store clean drinking water for the community.  

 

Nigel’s humbled by the respect Zambians give him.      



Lord a ‘Welcome’ is so important , 

so show us how to welcome all who enter our church.  Lord help us to be 

discerning, knowing that each of us  enters seeking different things.  Lord 

boost our  confidence that you will guide us through the complexities of our 

world today.  Lord be with all who lead our church  at Holly Lane, with all 
who preach here, with all who use the building, that we may together give 

and receive your welcome, and be revived, refreshed, and renewed through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

‘The work we do can be simple to us, like providing hand washing facilities;  

or a mosquito net which costs £5, and without which a person can die,  or 

even a draught excluder to stop snakes getting in!’ The team do not go there 

to change the culture, but generally where there is pure poverty we want to 

change things’. Nigel’s also taught English at the college.  Free education  is 
only at primary level. He says ‘they all speak English, it’s more work to sort 

through some of the finer points of words, the pronunciation, the meanings, 

spelling, we  have a lot of fun over words’.  Nigel also gets great satisfaction 

from sponsoring some pupils and has seen them make huge successes.  

 

He says Zambia is like a garden of Eden though activities stop when it gets 

dark, and justly so with insufficient lights; for example on rural roads acci-

dents can happen. So to the story of Samuel, aged 3. He prayed for Nigel to 

have a safe journey home. That night the taxi driver taking him home was so 

dazzled by bright lights shining in face he  could not see, yet it all ended 

well, and maybe little Samuel’s prayer worked.  

Nigel says the people  have the unchallenged belief that  
God is God and their car bumper stickers can read ‘this 

car  is protected by the blood of Jesus’.  There is no em-

barrassment or shame in declaring their faith . 

Nigel’s had many miracles happen; like locals holding an 

all  night prayer meeting praying for 1 Bible.  When the 

Brits arrived with a Bible each for them all they held 

them to their hearts – like a treasure, and they went off 

rejoicing.   

Then there’s the time Nigel had to go to Zambia despite an inexplicable 

problem with his bank transfers.  He prayed -God I’ve never been in trouble 

like this. We say angels of the Lord are there and ‘call upon me and I will 
answer in the day of trouble' but you know it is not going to rain money.  A 

total stranger ended up giving him money, even local destitute widows got 

together to help him, and he had  enough to last the trip even though the 

bank transfers problem was not solved until after he got back home.  But the 

strangest part was when he went back to Lusaka to repay the kind stranger 

the bank could find no record of the man.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



And finally we give thanks to all who carry out the role of Mother. 

 

New YPF members 

take heart or is it 

heed.  Despite ap-
pearances these 

young people turned 

out well.  Here are 

some of our congre-

gation I hope will 

inspire you! 

Elizabeth’s 

(foreground)  in 

highly suspect fash-

ion, and can you spot 

which of the 2 men 

at the back is Hugh? 
 

 

Fashionable friends 

The ‘Guys and Gals’ 

circa 1953 

 

So there you have 

it—faith, fun, art, 

sport, travel, fashion.  

Could we cram any-

thing more into our 
magazine? Some 

humour?  See below.  

Do please keep your 

contributions com-

ing. Have a great 

month. 

 

 

The Ten Commandments Tennessee USA Style: 

(1) Just one God  (2) Put nothin' before God  (3) Watch yer mouth 

(4) Git yourself to Sunday meetin'  (5) Honor yer Ma & Pa  (6) No killin'  

(7) No foolin' around with another fellow's gal (8) Don't take what ain't yers 

(9) No tellin' tales or gossipin'  (10) Don't be hankerin' for yer buddy's stuff. 

(You know it makes sense! Ed) 
From: JavaCasa.com Bible Trivia Humor, sponsored by DesperatePreacher.com 
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