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HAPPY EASTER 

To everything there is a season,  

and a time for every purpose  

under the heaven: 
Holy Bible Ecclesiastes 3.1. 
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Dear Friends, 

We will at least be half way through Lent by the time you get to read 
this and well on the way towards the events of Holy Week.  It is 

those events that are very much in my mind as I write.  They lead up 

to the events of Easter and taken together form a week that changes 

the world forever.  Some of us will reflect in more detail on them as 
we gather for prayer each morning in Holy Week itself. 

 

Jesus spent his ministry challenging us to see things through very 
different eyes to those of the world and its prevailing culture and 

customs.  Perhaps, then, we are surprised when the one who loves 

the poor is anointed with costly perfume and in so doing challenges 
us to recognise that our personal moments with him  are truly be-

yond all price. 

 

We may be further surprised when the Messiah-king arrives on a 
donkey, with none of the pomp and ceremony of earthly rulers, and 

when he puts a towel around his waist and washes tired and dirty 

feet.  We maybe swallow hard when he calls us friends, not servants, 
people with whom he wants to share his life. 

 

When the one who brings nothing but goodness, truth and love to the 

world is executed we realise it is at that point that he is at his most 
powerful.  When he hangs on the cross helpless and in agony it per-

haps humbles us to realise that the most we can bring to this man in 

 
The Study  

March 2013 
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The flowers in our Church for March have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

There are still some vacant dates on the flower rota, which is in the porch.  Please 
sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

 

March 3rd   M Fell 

March 10th   E McMahon 

March 17th   Vacant 

March 24th  G Carmell 

March  31st   Vacant 

suffering is a sip of sour wine, but that is a welcome comfort to a 
dying friend. 

 

Some of us may identify with his disciples who discover in his death 

a new born courage and boldness; or with Mary, who, overwhelmed 
by grief, searches for him on Easter morning and fails to recognise 

him when he is standing in front of her until he looks at her in love 

and speaks her name thus penetrating her sorrow and loss and dark-
ness of soul. 

 

We may even be shocked, if not delighted, to discover the power of 
resurrection in the very ordinary situations we live in, going about 

our everyday lives, sharing a meal, engaging in a conversation, expe-

riencing life-changing encounters and in each discovering that the 

risen Christ comes not with a fanfare of trumpets in any of them but 
quietly, gently and with love for us. 

 

As you reflect on the events of Holy Week be prepared then to be 
surprised, to be challenged and more than ever invited into the full-

ness of life and into the joy that Easter brings. 

 
I remain as always your friend and minister, 

 

Graham J Sweeney. 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2013  

 Fri 1st    10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sat 2nd 9am till late  Work party at church 

Sun 3rd  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Tom Ledger who is a 

Reader Emeritus, Birmingham Diocese and a mem-

ber of Erdington Parish Church, St Barnabas. 

Fri 8th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sun 10th 10.30am  

Mothering Sunday 

Family worship led by the our Minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney, followed by church AGM. 

Fri 15th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 17th   10.30am  Family worship led by Mrs Wilma Frew who is a 

member of Wylde Green URC 

Tue 19th  Afternoon  Wedding of Carl Ford and Melody Blasich 

Thurs 21st 7.30pm  Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 22nd  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 24th   10.30am  Palm Sunday Family worship led by Mr Bill Hales, 

who is a member of Digbeth - in - the Field URC. 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th 

9.30am  

Morning prayers in Holy Week 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

Christ the Lord is risen  

Alleluia 

Fri 29th 10:30am  Churches Together in Erdington Good Friday 

service (listen out for more details in the notices) 

Sun 31st 10.30am  Easter Day Family &  

Communion service  

led by the Minister 
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                  Women’s World Day Of Prayer  
Service               

             (International and Interdenominational) 
 

 

Theme :‘I was a stranger 

 and you welcomed me’ 
 
 

Friday 1st March 2013, 

at  2.00pm,  at 

George Rd Baptist Church, 

Erdington. 

 
. 

This year the women of France have prepared the service, which is  
essentially for everybody so all are welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

Easter  

At 

EURC 

 

 

Come, and 

enjoy 

the morning  

with us. 

 
 

Prayer:  Father God help us to be strong when terrible daily  news 
from around the world threatens to overwhelm us.  Help us to be 

part of the good news.  Amen. 
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Junior church 

   

 

 

 

Meanwhile  Emilio’s  had 
Jesus our Saviour in mind 

when he presented  this 

clever cut out to the Editor.  

First you see one cross, 
then it folds out to reveal 

more.  The three here  re-

mind us  that  2 sinners 
were alongside Jesus at his 

crucifixion.  But Jesus 

arose 3 days later, giving us 
Easter.  He is alive.  

Hallelujah.llelujah.  

 

A Musical thrill 

 

 

 
A little girl who visited our 

church got a lovely sur-

prise.  Hannah Barlow is 
learning to play the record-

er, and she got to hold one 

that is almost as tall as she 
is.  She also got to see ones 

which were even bigger.  

The smiles on the faces of 

Hannah and Stephen, her 
brother,  give  a clue about 

how the concert in Febru-

ary, featuring the Vaughan 
Singers and Heart of Eng-

land Recorder Orchestra 

turned out. 
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Happy Mother’s Day 
Below: Swan Mum, cygnets and feathered friends enjoy a day 

out at Pype Hayes Park. 

Because She Cares  
 

Each day  

God the Mother walks with me.  

She holds my hand  
at busy crossroads,  

reminds me to be careful  

because it matters to her  
what happens to me.  

She points out rainbows  

when my mind is busy  
on the deluge of paperwork  

impatient on my desk.  

She smiles at me  

through friendly eyes  
and with a blackbird’s song.  

God the Mother  

walks with me  
and my heart skips along. (Nancy Somerville) 

 

Taken from Christian Aid Resources  
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Count your Blessings 

(Christian Aid) 

Worldwide, around 215 

million children work,  

many full-time.  

Give 10p for each child in  

your family who has time 

to play. 

 

Westminster college £7 million appeal  - a news update  by  

Hugh MacGregor. 
 

Who would have thought that when the United Reformed Church 

originally launched it’s ambitious appeal to refurbish and transform 
it’s theological college in Cambridge, the response would be so re-

markable.  At a time when the country is experiencing such an eco-

nomic down turn, Synods, Churches and Church members have ral-
lied to the call, and have been most generous in their giving. 

 

To date the sum of £6,670,628 has been given to the Appeal, leav-

ing £329,372 yet to be raised. 
 

2013 will present a unique opportunity for us at Holly Lane in sup-

porting the appeal.  Already the Governors and the whole college 
community are busy planning the Development Programme, which 

it is hoped, will commence in June 2013. 

 

It is intended that Westminster College will not only benefit from 
the improved facilities as a seat of learning, but it will be a place of 

art and music, a place of prayer and reflection, and of discussion.  It 

will be better equipped to welcome a greater variety of people;  a 
place that will serve our church and training of it’s ministers in the 

years to come. The college is Erdington URC’s charity for 2013. 
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Meanwhile we have received several messages of thanks. 

We have received a 
letter of thanks from 

Commitment for Life 

for our gift to them 

of £310.00 collected 
during 2012.  

We have also 
received thanks 

from our charity 
of 2012. 

We marked 
World Leprosy 

day in our wor-

ship , and in-

cluded a special 
collection for 

the Leprosy 
Mission.  
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially welcome.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

March 14th   Nigel Crowther  Australia revisited part 2 

March 28th  Joe Blackburn Easter devotions 

March 5th   David Lewis 2012 walk 

March 19th  7.30pm   Coffee evening at home of Valerie Bates 

April 2nd  Quiz night 

 

Maintenance notes  
Please do try to attend the Work Party on Saturday 2nd March. There 

are many jobs to be done.  Any help and time you can give will go a 
long way, and it is all to make our church buildings safer and nicer, 

for all of us.  See you there. 

 
Thank you, 

David and John 
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Christian Aid Statement 2012 

 

 Amount Total 

Easter Collection £30     £30 

House to House May 2012 £5.85 
£556.85 

 

 £562.70  

Donations £167.50  

Total £730.20 £730.20 

December Foreign Coin Exchange £30 £30 

Total  £790.20 

Bessie Crombie. 
 

Christian Aid 31st December 2012. 

 

Thank you all for your continuing support. 
Christian Aid Week this year is 12th -  18th May 2013. 

 

BIBLE READING ROTA  

 
I will soon be compiling the new Bible 

Reading Rota.  New volunteers are al-

ways welcome, but if anyone is unable 
to continue please let me know.   

Thanks to all currently taking part. 

 
Sylvia Errington 
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With our AGM  and  the  financial year end this month , budgets 

are hot topics even in the URC, and it was among the topics high 

on the agenda at last October’s  W. Midlands Synod Meeting . 

 

The meeting opened with worship led by the Moderator. Then 

Revd. John Waller, until recently the Convenor of the Churches Hu-

man Sexuality Group gave a talk entitled ‘Sex, marriage and human 
relationships. Some thoughts on 21st century Christian ethics’.  John 

started with a traditional understanding of Christian marriage and 

then opened up the topic with discussion points:- 

· how do we understand the purpose of Christian marriage in 
today’s society? 

· what is the Christian understanding of the place of sexual 

relationships in human life? 
· what have we to say about other close human relationships, 

other than marriage and not involving sexual relations? 

· is there any place for rules or guidelines, and how do we 
distinguish between the private and the public? 

· how do we use the Bible as a guide to personal living? 

 

John reminded us that we were only touching the surface of this 
complex subject -so let discussion and further thinking continue! 

 

The Moderator introduced the next topic  ‘Matters for discussion and 
decision making’, by providing some background on Assembly 

budget cuts. This would have financial implications for both Synods 

and local churches. Rather than putting all our energies into preser-
vation, we need to become more focussed on growth. There are two 

key questions:- 

· How do we spend our resources? 

· How should we deploy ministers? 
 

Options are to cut back on expenditure which means less support to 

local churches. To focus on potential and signs of growth - but that 
would mean reducing assistance elsewhere.  

 

With a decrease in funding and a decrease in the number of stipendi-

ary ministers, priorities for the deployment of ministers has to be 
seriously considered. Options could include:- 
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· depending on circumstances, should congregations merge 
and release a building for sale? 

· should deployment be taken away from local churches in or-

der to support Special Category Ministers or chaplaincies? 

· do we look for full or part time ministers? 
The Moderator wishes to draw all churches into these questions.  

 

Thanks  to Barbara McDowell from Sutton Coldfield URC  for 

the use of extracts from her report.   

 

Pictured below l-r is Sutton's new Minister David M Walton, his 

wife Elizabeth and our Minister Graham. 

Prayer 

 

Lord thank you for Ministers and all who work in and with 

your Church.  Thank you for friendships, and supporters; for 

kind hands and warm hearts which through your Grace, bless 

us.  Lord heal our bodies  inside and outside, heal and sustain 

the good earth, for you have provided for all our needs.  Help 

us to be always thankful. Through Jesus our Saviour, Amen.  
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Fellowship News   

 
by Judy Ratcliffe 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Jan 15th  
We started the New Year on a cold and frosty night with the AGM.  

Pamela Lewis has taken over as President from Sylvia Errington with 

Barbara Thomson as Vice President.  The rest of the committee stay 
the same with some arm twisting! 

 

Linda gave the Treasurer’s report, we are not doing too badly, but 

have decided to put weekly subs up top £1.50, as speakers are charg-
ing more. 

 

Pat Burford gave us a very interesting talk about her time with the 
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Chorus.  She was with 

them for 15 years and loved every minute.  She visited many beauti-

ful places and also went to America and Brussels with the Chorus.  
Thank you Pat  for telling us about your experiences. 

 

5th February 

We had a fantastic talk about the National Memorial Arboretum, at 
Fradley near Lichfield, by Mr Brian Bath.  He has been a volunteer 

there for 4 years and the NMA has been open for 12 years, and was 

built on an old gravel pit on 150 acres.  70,000 trees have been plant-
ed by volunteers.  To date there are 256 monuments.  All the names 

are after the first and second world wars, as those who were lost then 

were named on local cenotaphs. 

 
It is sad to say that there are more civilian names than military going 

up now.  The Queen officially opened the NMA in 2002.  They have 

a lot of Royal visitors.  They are undergoing a refurbishment of all 
the buildings this year, visitors centre, shop and café. 
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Vera’s Views and Reviews & 

Chilly Memories 

 
There was good attendance for the  

CTE  Service  celebrating the  Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity,  at St Barna-
bas church.  Their sanctuary is much 

lighter and brighter.  There are chairs 

now instead of pews.  Refreshments 
were  served in the new café area over-

looking  the street.   

 

A foodbank distribution centre is now 

operating in Erdington under the auspices of Aston and Nechells 
foodbank,  but with Erdington due to take the helm next month.  

 

Chilling:   I have been remembering  my first taste of snow. I was in 

a classroom at Nansen Road Junior school in Washwood Heath, in 
Birmingham, when the flakes started to fall.  Startled, it looked like 

ash,  I asked what it was and was told. The trouble started when not 

realising just what impact the cold would have, I mimicked the other 
children in making snowballs, and running my hands along the hedg-

es on the way home.  That of course resulted in numb and painful 

hands and feet and perhaps even worse, the pain when they began to 
defrost, as I held them close to the fire.   It was a very good many 

years before I began to feel any pleasure in being out in the snow.   

 

My Mum though has a different outlook on ‘when we used to have 
proper snow’. She remembers walking all the way to work from 

Rubery, near the Lickey Hills to Bristol Street in town.  She said you 

would start off with your usual walk to the bus stop, but when the bus 
became long overdue, you’d walk to the next stop and so on and 

eventually find you have walked to your destination.  Then you 

would walk home again.   
 

Pic: St Barnabas church’s foyer, the 

sanctuary is in the background.  
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My Mum declared ‘People used to ‘Walk!’’ The best bit of her story 
though was when she said ‘I used to walk in high heels!’.  We lived 

on a hill, and she reckoned the spiked  heels dug into the icy surface 

so you got grip.’ Like the spikes climbers use I suppose.  I cut a poor 

comparison in the deep snow earlier this year, getting to church  in 
Wellington boots.. That Sunday was an adventure.  Our Minister 

adapted his running order, and we sang unaccompanied,  as Annabel 

our organist was one of the many snowed in.   

Below:  At first I thought some crochet work had caught on a hedge, 
but closer inspection showed  frosted spiders’ webs. 

 

THANK YOU 
  
To all who supported the Charity Concert on 9 February 2013 by 

The Heart of England Recorder Orchestra and The Vaughan Singers, 

we are pleased to announce that the sum of £450 was raised, to be 
shared equally between The Leprosy Mission and The Ronald 

McDonald House Charity. 

  

Hilary, David and Sarah Bedford   
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 Review HEROs  (above) & the Vaughan Singers (below) 

A fabulous afternoon of music was presented at Holly Lane by the 

two groups.  Conductor and violinist Jane Ware stands with the lovely 

Vaughans while  Heart of England Recorder Orchestra (HEROs)   
Conductor Chris Orton is front right, and fans Hannah and Stephen 

stand in the foreground. The HERO’s  music whisked me back a few 
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Fun Kid’s Quotes  
 

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES & SUCKLINGS!! 

 

A Sunday school teacher said to her children, "We  have been 
learning how powerful kings and queens  were in Bible times. But, 

there is a Higher Power. Can anybody tell me what it is?" 

 
One child  blurted out,   "Aces!" 

 

Donated by Elizabeth McMahon from her files. 

 

Christians like to dance too 
Speaking of music – zumba fans and those who enjoy a little pi-

zazz ,why not try out Soul and Motown dances at St Mary & St John 

function rooms at the church complex on Gravelly Hill?  It’s for 

charity;   This year it’s Cancer Research.  The events, £5 entrance, 
on the first Friday each month have been tested! Age ranges - adults 

to mature, comfortable for women, relaxed  and includes a raffle. 

One of my neighbours helps to organize it, and many attendees be-
ing Catholic will be at mass on the Sunday! 

centuries to innocent woodlands, meadows and merry entertain-
ment..  I could see  ‘Elf’ by composer Alan Davis, being used as a 

film score  because it was so evocative.  To the musicians surprise 

and delight Alan was in the audience.  In one highlight  the orches-

tra surrounded the audience  on three sides and played.  

The Conductors of both Heros and Vaughans gave us an extra treat 

by each playing instruments.  Chris Orton, gave a joyful perfor-

mance on the ‘school size’ recorder . 
 

The Vaughans took us through a programme which included, 

‘Gloria’, ‘Panis Angelicus’- with the melodious male voices coming 
through, ‘Fields of Gold’ and a ‘Fiddler on the Roof ‘medley.  Now 

that was an extra treat.  Silence, then we heard the plaintive sound 

of the violin, being played by Jane Ware, the conductor, as she came  

from behind the singers, playing that ‘fiddle’.  Their performance 
ended with their theme song ‘I believe in music’.   
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Thanks to all contributors and I look forward to more, includ-
ing memories. You are  always welcome  at Holly Lane.  Ed. 
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