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Dear friends, 

 
Let me first of all thank those of you who sent me cards and prayer 

support after the death of my mother. It was very much appreciated 

and a tremendous help. 
 

The year is rapidly moving on already. By the time you get this we 

will have moved from the season of Eastertide into Pentecost. Pente-

cost is regarded by many as the birthday of the church, when the Ho-
ly Spirit, promised by Jesus descended on the disciples in Jerusalem 

giving them power and a voice in every tongue. 

 
As I look back on the year to date, and re-read the interesting news-

letter articles that have been produced I realise just how much activity 

there has been, both in our fellowship here, and in the wider commu-
nity of Erdington itself.  

 

There have been things that have drawn us into deeper fellowship 

with each other as well as allowing us opportunity to witness to our 
faith in Christ. These are all things worth giving thanks for. Those of 

you who read the pages of the newsletter we produce will have an 

idea of some of the things I am talking about. The rest of the year 
should be no different! 

 

 

With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost the disciples began to 
do new things that were witnessed by many and the church grew in 

leaps and bounds.  

The Study 
 

Mid May 2013 
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The flowers in our Church for June have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

There are still some vacant dates on the flower rota, which is in the porch.  

Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

June 2nd J Ratcliffe 

June 9th V Bates 

June 16th  P&D Lewis  

June 23rd  V Baggott 

June 30th Vacant 

 

 

I move forward, deeper into this year, and into the on-going life of 
our church with a thankful heart and an uplifted spirit. God is in-

deed at work among us and blessing us as he did the early church 

of Jerusalem. 

I remain as ever, your friend and minister. 
Graham J Sweeney 

 

 

Healing prayer 

In the Holy Bible, Acts 3 v 1-11 Peter says on 

meeting the lame man: Silver & gold have I 
none, but such as I have give I unto thee: In name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise  up and walk…. 

and he went with them ….walking and leaping  
and praising God. 

 

Father God may we too find peace,  joy, and 

healing in our lives. Whether we receive this 
through medicine or miracle may we always re-

member to thank you,  our source and strength.  

In Jesus 'name Amen. 
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 CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2013  

Sun 2nd 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Allister du Plessis 
who is a local area co-ordinator from the Lepro-

sy Mission. 

Fri 7th    10.30am  Coffee morning followed by the setting up of 
the halls for the fair 

Sat 8th June 11am  Spring fair 

Sun 9th 10.30am 
  

Family worship led by our minister Rev Graham 
Sweeney followed by Church Meeting 

Fri 14th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 16th  10.30am  Family worship led by our  
Minister,  including 

Communion and Prayers for  

healing . 

Fri 21st 10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 23rd  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Gordon Moyes who 
is a member of Pype Hayes URC. 

Fri 28th 10.30am 

7pm  

Coffee morning 
‘Fourth Friday Group’ at the manse 

Sat 29th  Savoy Tea  

Sun 30th 10.30am  Family worship led by Miss Barbara McDowell 
who is a member of Sutton Coldfield URC 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

Today, let us give thanks 

 to God 

and for all that He provides 
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Junior Church 

 
Look who visited us last month.  It was a delight to have 8 year old 
Corey and Kian, 5  with us and as you can see they were busy too.  

The two youngsters  came with their grandma and great grand ma.  

The boys chose their 
own work theme 

which appears to be 

travel.   

 
Corey chose the typi-

cal ship the disciples 

- fishers of men used, 
with his own version 

of Jesus’ instructions  

to go and spread the 
gospel.  

 

We have had quite a 

stream of visitors at 
church recently.  A 

warm welcome to 

you all. 

Prayer 

 

Lord bless all the children, parents and 

guardians who enter our church.  We 

pray that they know that you love and 

care for all children.  May we  help 

them to be everything they can be and  

a blessing to those  they meet.   Amen. 
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I’ve noticed a few very small  and 

unexpected garden delights.  

Here’s one of them.  

 

This strange wild flower reminded 

me to stay solid and pray. 

Some people think church goers are supposed to be goodness per-
fected. This  Prayer poem  I believe better explains who Christians 

are.  It’s by Joy Rice who was at the recent Christian’s Women's 

Fellowship Convention at Swanwick . 

 

Work in progress 
 
I’m trying to be a good Christian 

But often my life seems such a mess 

I pray God,’ Can you help me?’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 
 

I’ve committed all the deadly sins 

Seven of them, I must confess 
I pray ‘God stop me sinning’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 

 
I lust after handsome film stars. 

George Clooney is the one I like the best 

I pray ‘God can you tame me?’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 
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I’m an envious person 

Coveting others clothes, shoes, dress... 

I pray ‘God curb my desires’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 
 

I am a prideful person 

Boasting I am better than the rest 
I pray ‘God stop my big-headedness’. 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 

 
I am a slothful person  

Can’t be energised to perform except under duress. 

I pray ‘God be Lucozade to me’. 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 
 

I am an angry person 

Moody, nasty, and full of grumpiness 
I pray ‘God make me pleasant’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 

 
According to my adult children 

My moaning only causes Me stress 

I pray ‘God stop me wanting to throttle them!’ 

He answers ‘You’re a work in progress’. 
 

I AM a work in progress 

God’s got his work cut out with ME. 
I’m a chicken—should be an eagle  

I should be soaring high and free. 

 

‘So please God, keep working on me. 
I ask that me you’ll bless. 

Let me live up to my name and be Joy– full 

Amen from your own work in progress’. 
 

From Joy’s fundraising book ‘Poems for Pea(r)ce 

She can be contacted at cwf1927@yahoo.com 
Poem © Joy Rice  
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Christian Aid June 2013-05-14 
Congratulations to Bessie Crombie who  pressed 

on with arrangements to help us make a contribu-

tion to Christian Aid week.   

 
She  offers thanks and prayers to God  for the success of the week. 

 

Bessie  thanks friends, helpers and all at church for their efforts. And 
sends  a heart felt  well done to everyone who took part in the coffee 

mornings, collections and everything else.  Well over a hundred 

pounds was raised from the Friday coffee morning. 
 

 

Answered Prayers for Nigel Crowther 
 

Nigel, our 

church 
neighbour 

and a 

speaker at 
our Guild  

and Fel-

lowship 

told  us of 
his prayers 

to help 

people in 
Zambia.  

 

 
He’s been praying that a way could be found to bring a Zambian 

choir on a fundraising tour.  Now  the Chillagong choir  are here 

with  a busy schedule of concerts which began last month.  A few 

local dates are still to  come and quite a few more in other parts of 
the Midlands and around the UK.   

 

 Details from : nigel.crowther@blueyonder.co.uk 
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THE GUILD 

     THE FELLOWSHIP  
Our next and last meeting this session is on: June 4th – at the Park 
Hotel, Sutton Park at 7.30pm for a lovely carvery meal. 

 

The Fellowship hope you all have a wonderful summer and look for-
ward to meeting up again in September. 

   

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  
A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the 

Parlour from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All  very welcome. 

June 13th  Mac’s Away !! 

June 27th  Garden Party  Maura’s Garden 

 

4th FRIDAY 
Younger working age adults  meet  4th Friday at  7 p.m. each month 

for light meal, chat and  relaxed Bible sessions with our minister. 
New members very welcome. 

Thank you from Verol Reid and Family 

 
Dear friends, 
We would like to thank you all for your prayers, condo-

lences and kindness shown to us following the death of 

Lyn.  We were also very grateful for your support at her 

funeral service at Church.  She is at peace. 
Once again many thanks from Verol  and family. 
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Summer Fair Help Wanted 

 

On Saturday 8th June from 11 a.m. we will be holding 

our annual Summer Fair in order to raise much needed funds. 

If you feel you could spare an hour or so to sort goods, set up and 

serve on the stalls please see Elizabeth McMahon or Vera Oley or 

Thelma Hird.  

 
Boxes are available at the back of the Church for contributions to 

the stalls. We would also  be grateful for packet or tinned donations 

for our Hamper Raffle. Try our biscuits quiz (50p), obtained from 
Sylvia Errington or Elizabeth McMahon. You could be a winner!!  

 

Don’t forget to stop by the Editor’s stall. There’ll be information on 
interests  for  the whole family.  Saturday June 8th, from 11 am. 

 

What's on Local  June  
 

Sat.  8th June Gospel Concert at Erdington 6 Ways Baptist church 

5pm - 8pm; Adults £6, Child £3; Includes refreshments. 
 

St Chads church, Stoneyhurst Rd, Erdington B24 8HA 

Caribbean night  2013 (+ food from 7.30pm)Saturday June 15th  
Tickets £8 adults £5 children(5-14 years) Tickets 07931 447 730 

 

Sat June 29th Brilliant Brass concert with special presentation of 

MBE.   In aid of Leprosy Mission. See poster inside back page. 

Greetings from Nechells Church of Christ   
I enjoyed their 142nd Church anniversary service  and met 2 great  

families. The Attry’s, and the Eccles, both consisting of several gen-

erations, and both with good preachers who took the service.  
 

The church’s message to visitors: ‘Our highest praise is to our Lord 

and Saviour, who makes this day possible.  We look forward to con-
tinuing our work here in Nechells as we share God’s love and em-

power others to live fruitful lives for God’.  Amen to that! 
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Fellowship News  by Judy Ratcliffe 

 

16th April 

We had a most interesting talk tonight from Annette and John Chris-
tophers, Albrighton Pottery.  Annette and John have been making pots 

for over 50 years.  Both were trained to ‘throw’ on the potters wheel, 

which even today would take a 5 
to 7 year apprenticeship. 

 

We made small discs in clay and 

added our initials and a design. 
Annette  puts it all together to 

make a large bowl, which she 

will fire and then return to us.  
Here’s a picture of Annette with 

a similar bowl. 

 
They brought some beautiful 

handmade and hand painted 

items for sale.  These proved 

very popular. This was a most 
entertaining and unusual evening, 

which we all enjoyed. 

 
 

7th May-  Our speaker tonight was Christine Gregory.  She told us a 

lot about how remembrance day was celebrated in other countries. 
Most countries mark the occasion in November – 11th hour, 11th day, 

11th month.  Some have public holidays in May others use September 

or October as their special days. 

 
In 1944 a Liberator aeroplane crashed in Warsaw Park.  People stand 

at the top and throw white and yellow chrysanthemums down into the 

crater. 
 

Christine told us the story of a man called Simpson, a British stretcher 

bearer who was sent to Gallipoli.  He and his donkey Murphy carried 

approximately one hundred injured men each week from the battle-
fields to the hospital.  He was killed aged 22 years. 



 13 

‘To live in the hearts of those we leave behind, is not to die.’ 
In 1918 the first poppies used were fresh poppies.  In 1921 the first 

red poppies were made in France by five disabled servicemen. 

White poppies started in the 1930’s in opposition to war, working for 

peace. 
 

Guild  News  

 
The Guild’s been hearing part 2 of  
Nigel Crowther’s return visit to Australia.  

David Lewis brought in his own souvenir 

boomerang.  We wouldn't let him try it 

out! 

 

 

It was a bitter sweet experience returning 
to Australia, last seen when Nigel was a 

small boy and his family emigrated there 

by ship which docked at   Freemantle. 
 

Nigel continues his visit , now journeying  on the Indian Pacific rail-

way which travels about 3000 miles across Australia, a stretch of it, 

about 1,000 miles is straight.   They stop at  a town called Cook 
which has only 2 residents, a couple.  Later Nigel flew  to Mel-

bourne  and  the area he'd known as a boy. 

 
He remembers being home sick and  unhappy times at school where 

a strong disciplinarian  teacher  said his writing was too spaced out.  

He remembers  a little creek he feared to walk over  in case he fell in 
and hot Australian  Christmases  – without the  extended family  and 

the bleak Manchester midwinter.  Nevertheless he  felt pleasant nos-

talgia seeing his old haunts again. 

 
Visiting  wonderful and such iconic sights Nigel  says it was hard to 

believe he really was there!  They  included  Sydney harbour, and 

opera house; botanical gardens  and Darwin harbour.  On his way 
back to the UK  he stopped off in  Hong Kong and found it colourful 

and architecterally exciting. 

Boomerang! 
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Nigel  believes his Christian roots were influenced by  childhood ex-

periences  in Australia and Manchester. He remembers a lady in a 

Manchester park who got children  singing ‘Jesus makes us shine’ and  

thinking how nice she was.;  Then in Melbourne via a couple who 
taught Bible stories – he learned 'for God so loved the world 

…’ (Bible John 3 v:16).   At 19 he  came to a committed faith . 

 
He says: ‘I have had a blessed life and I’m thankful for my opportuni-

ties and the people who sowed the seeds in my life. The trip to Aus-

tralia is part of a bigger story – sometimes the kindness of adults , 

grandparents who pray for us gets wonderful results. As grandparents 
we should not think too little of what we can offer’.  

 

In front of us all at the Guild he thanked God for bringing him safely  
through his  life time.  Quoting :  

‘Through many dangers .. grace shall lead me home’ 
 

Amen 

Peeping through the trees is the belltower in  Williamstown, Mel-
bourne,  Perhaps  it triggered Nigel’s  love of bell ringing! 
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Trinity Players Win Awards 
Trinity players were nominated for several prestigious NODA and 

BFAME  2012 awards. Their Chairman, actor Rob Thomas won a 

BFAME    award for  his performance in ‘Half a Sixpence’. Their 
‘Blood Brothers’  won  Trinity another  BFAME award. 

 

 
 Their latest production did not slack 

either.  Hello Dolly was an action 

packed musical staged at  Sutton 

Coldfield Town Hall.  I found Hellie 
England's performance as a naïve 

young woman touching .  Her boss 

the Milliner played by Leigh- Ann 
James was also striking. As chore-

ographer Leigh Ann  was also re-

sponsible for the array of fine dance 
scenes in the production.  The male 

lead Wayne Cooper and chorus were 

particularly strong, and as for Dolly  

well she was ... Dolly.  Congratula-
tions to all involved. 

Saved! Erdington’s NHS Walk-in Centre,  High St 
Keith Heron Chair, Patient and User Group of the Walk  says the 

assurance has been won from Birmingham health bosses. 

‘This is a fantastic achievement, as only 6 months ago there was a 

clear intention to close all of these centres. But we made a noise and 
they had to listen!   In the future we will be looking to see how we 

can strengthen the range of services offered at the Centre.’ 

Foodbank weekly update 
The highest number of clients so far have sought help at the food-

bank.  Organizers continue to welcome donated items to build up 

stocks.  
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Eulogy to Lyn Reid by her granddaughter Nicole Chambers 
 

Islin (Lyn/Aunty was born on 14h of August 1929, the youngest of 5 
children, daughter of John and Lucy Giscombe.  She lived in the par-

ish of St  Mary, Jamaica.  She attended Long Road Elementary 

school and later became a teacher there for a number of years. 
 

She immigrated to the UK in August 1955 and lived in Nechells, Bir-

mingham.  She very soon became an employee of the Birmingham 
bus corporation where she found her first job as a bus conductress .  

 

Lyn caught the eye of a handsome young man who boarded her bus 

one day and they immediately became friends when she approached 
him to collect his fare.  It was a friendship that would blossom into a 

special relationship and on the 6th of December 1958 she married her 

young man whom we now know as Verol.  It was a marriage that 
would last for over 54 wonderful years.   

 

The couple  bought their first home  and  Lyn began to work at  

Southalls, manufacturers of medical products earing £4, 19 shilling 

The funeral of Lyn , wife of Verol Reid, took place on April 25th at 
our church.  The service was conducted by our Minister Rev Gra-

ham Sweeney and by Pastor D Rafferty  the Reid’s   

son in law. Who  also led the proceedings at  

Sutton Coldfield crematorium.  Mourners joined Verol  
And family for refreshments in the church hall.   

 

 
Our congregation remembers the many ways in 

which Lynne contributed to the life and fellowship of  

our church.  Her good humour and her ability to bring a smile to 
those around her even in her last days was remembered.  Special 

tribute was made towards this West Indian born mum of three , 

who went on to raise a family of Christians and role models for 

society.(Editor)  
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and 6 pence a week. She stayed there for 19 years then  went to  
work for British telecom.  

 

Lyn  was known for her friendliness and mischievous, fun- loving 

ways.  She loved children and became a mother of three, Dunston, 
Carlene and Danny.  She loved to travel especially  abroad  and 

would be sure to befriend someone along the way.  She would not 

pass a stranger without giving a friendly greeting. 
 

Lyn loved attending church and was a member of the EURC choir 

and Women’s Guild. 
 

In 2010 Lyn started suffering from dementia, but even though she 

was unwell, not once did she lose her spark or her mischievous sense 

of humour. 
 

On the 13th of April 2013, Lyn peacefully passed away at 7.15am.  

She was much loved by her family and friends and will be dearly 
missed by all who knew her. 

Prayers for the Empire Windrush Pioneers and the gen-

erations ( with timely illustration by Corey) 

 

 
It’s 65 years this month since the Empire 
Windrush brought the first great wave of 

people  the Caribbean to our shores.   

Since then in Britain there’s arisen a 
crowd of witnesses to the gospel among 

those people. May they continue to love 

and serve the Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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In recognition of that adventure I present the Editor’s parents  Mr & 
Mrs Linton Gilbert circa early nineteen sixties. 

 

 

And finally  
Lord let our youth find their 

paths through life and achieve 

the plans you have for them.  

Amen.  
 

(Graffiti, seen in Birmingham 

city centre). 
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That’s  it for now –we pray you have a good month.  Thanks to all 
contributors, and do keep those items coming . Ed 

 

 

 

The famous Langley Band will be holding a concert in sup-
port of the Leprosy Mission  
on Saturday June 29th 2013  

at Wolverhampton St. Jude's Church, 

 21A St. Jude's Road, 
Wolverhampton WV6 0EB.  

The concert will start at 7pm and tickets are £5.50 in ad-
vance or £6 on the door (includes refreshments). 
 

The Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands will be in attend-
ance to present an MBE to the 

Leprosy Mission Rep. of that Church for her fundraising ef-
forts for the charity.  
 

It should be a most enjoyable evening with music to suit all 
tastes! 
 

For tickets send cheques made payable to TLM with a sae 
to: 

Allister du Plessis, 130, Church Road, Erdington, Birming-
ham B24 9BD ( Tel: 0121 384 2402) 
 

*Details on church notice board* 

Brilliant Brass Concert 

in support of the 
Leprosy Mission  
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