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1953 Bible given at Sunday School to Barbara  for the Coronation 



Hope you enjoy our loose Royal Connections! More inside. 

God’s Kingdom by Emilio 
 



  
   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear friends, 

 

‘God Save the Queen ‘–words the ancients of the Bible also said for their 

monarchs and it is a reminder of the solemn vows she took in Christian faith 

at her coronation, and which are a guide through her life’s journey.  

 

I was reminded, as I listened to yet more information about the Olympic 

Games and London 2012  of something I read sometime ago.  Fortunately I 
have been able to track it down so that I can share it with you. 

 

In ancient Greece the Spartans were always well known for their courage.  

They might have lacked the finer virtues of the more cultured Athenians, 

but no one ever questioned their courage and their loyalty.  In his life of 

Lycurgus, the Spartan king, Plutarch tells a great story: 

 

There was a certain Spartan wrestler competing at the Olympic Games.  An 

attempt was made to buy him off by the offer of a large sum of money.  He 

completely refused it.  After a long struggle he outwrestled his opponent 

and won his victory.  He was asked ‘what advantage, O Spartan, have you 
gained from your victory?’  He answered with a smile ‘I shall stand in front 

of my king when I fight our enemies.’ 

 

The greatest privilege of which the Spartan could conceive was to defend 

his king, if need be with his life, in the day of battle. 

 

It must be so with the Christian! 

The greatest privilege the Christian has is the privilege of being the defend-

er of faith, the champion of Jesus Christ.  So run the race and gain the prize.  

His loyalty towards us held fast to the end and was rewarded by God with 

Resurrection.  Our loyalty to him as defenders of the faith  brings with it the 

same reward… Life everlasting! 
 

I remain as always your friend and minister 

 

Graham J Sweeney 

 

The Study 

Mid May 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  JUNE  2012  

Fri  1st 10.30 am Coffee morning 

Sun 3rd 10.30am  Family worship led by Dr Iain Frew who is a member 

of Wylde Green  URC 

Fri 8th   10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 10th 10.30 am  Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney.  The service will be followed by a Church 

meeting 

Fri 15th  10.30am Coffee morning 

Sun 17th 10.30am  Family worship including  Holy 

Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Fri 22th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sat 23rd   2.30pm  Tea at the Savoy 

Sun 24th  10.30am  Family worship led by Miss Barbara McDowell who 

is a member of Sutton Coldfield URC 

Fri 29th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Lord, may we ever be grateful 

for the life of Jesus 

and all the blessings he brings. 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 





The flowers in our Church for June  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church 

June 3rd S  McMahon 

June 10th  B Barnard 

June 17th  P+D Lewis 

June 24th  P Allen 

 

 
 

The government will match the first £5 million  donated to the  week.  

Christian Aid organizers are thrilled and want donations in before July to 

ensure the  scheme will be applied and more people helped. 

 

Meanwhile how do you fancy something from Alan Titchmarch’s garden 
shed?  He and a host of celebrities  have customised their gardening tools 

to be auctioned to raise money for Christian aid. Items range from water-

ing cans and wellies to gardening gloves, wheelbarrows and brooms.  The 

fundraiser compliments the Christian Aid week  theme  - ‘give the tools to 

help people in poverty out of poverty’ 
 

Prayer and Thanks for Pentecost and Healing 

 

Lord Jesus we are thankful  you sent the Holy Spirit of Comfort and com-

panionship at Pentecost.  It was first received by Galileans who people 

looked down on, but who you chose to be master communicators to spread 
your good news. They heard the spirit’s arrival– a mighty rushing wind, 

and saw it as tongues of fire touching each disciple.  

 

Lord thank you that we still have the  Holy Spirit today. That we only have 

to open our hearts to it. Your disciple Peter felt the power which allowed 

him to communicate to the world. Lord help us to do the same thing. 

Help all those for whom joy comes hard right now.  Pour out your healing  

on those who are sick in body, mind and spirit..   Breathe hope in those 

who feel hopeless.  Cast out fear and uncertainty. Lord at this time of jubi-

lation  comfort those who mourn.   Unite us in work rest and play. Amen 

UPDATE 

Bessie wishes to thank everyone who 

helped and supported our Christian Aid 

week activities. 



JUBILEE! 

 

60 years ago in a magnificent church service Queen Elizabeth II was 

crowned.  The coronation  with prayers, psalms and hymns included the 

Nicene creed, anointing with oil and holy communion.  The symbols of 
Majesty such as the sceptre and orb and the Bible also signify  her duties 

and promises to God and the people .  We all are subject to the Majesty of 

God, the love and sacrifice of Jesus our lord and the guidance and comfort 

of the Holy Spirit which came at Pentecost – which we celebrated on May 

27th . 

 

This cd was on sale in ‘Books to Inspire’ in Swannies 

market in Erdington. Annabel our organist is  involved 

in a number of Jubilee events and I asked about the  

music .  ‘I’ll certainly be playing all the well  known  

Favourites; ‘In a golden coach there’s a heart of gold’,   

‘Long live Elizabeth’ from, 'Merrie England’ opera, Handel's ‘Zadok the 
priest’ - we claimed Handel even  though he wasn’t born here and he and 

by Emilio 

Worship Jesus Christ, Lord of all creation, King of  Heaven and Earth  



 

Royal Connections 

 

Buckingham Palace 2007 by Pam Lewis 
 

The Caravan Club celebrated it’s centenary in 2007 and as Prince Philip 

was our Patron it was agreed that a garden party would be held at the Pal-

ace. 

 

As the club has thousands of members it was decided to hold a draw to see 

who would go.  If you expressed an interest your membership number 

would go into the draw.  David and I were successful as were David’s elder 

brother and his wife. 

The Hertfordshire Centre of the Club and other centres in the London area 

kindly agreed to organize rallies so that all attending could take their cara-
vans. 

 

We stayed with the Hertfordshire Centre’s rally at Knebworth Park.  It was 

well organised and on our arrival we were directed from the entrance by 

the marshals , to our pitch site with the words “when you are pitched there 

is a cup of tea waiting at the stewards tent”. Brother John and Pat came 

Elgar  are the main providers of music of this classical genre and there is 

Ralph Vaughan Williams’.  

                                               

We wish Her Majesty  well through this Diamond Jubilee Prayer , written 

at The Queen's direction by the Chapter of St Paul's Cathedral.  

 

God of time and eternity, 
whose Son reigns as servant, not master; 

we give you thanks and praise 

that you have blessed this Nation, the Realms and Territories 

with Elizabeth 

our beloved and glorious Queen. 

In this year of Jubilee, 

grant her your gifts of love and joy and peace 

as she continues in faithful obedience to you, her Lord and God 

and in devoted service to her lands and peoples, 

and those of the Commonwealth, 

now and all the days of her life;   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  



down in their motorvan and stayed overnight on our drive then followed us 

down to Knebworth so we could be sited together. 

 

 

On Saturday just before lunch coaches arrived to take us to London in style 
so that all who had arrived in casual clothes could turn into 2Cinderellas 

going to the Ball” – lots of posh frocks and of course hats for the ladies com-

pulsory!!  We were dropped off at the Mall by Clarence House and most of 

us headed for the refreshment kiosks in Green Park for a cuppa and snack as 

we hadn’t had lunch and were not due in the Palace grounds until 3.30pm.  

We walked on down to the Palace about 2.45pm to join the queue. To gain 

entrance we had to take our invitation and a form of identification e.g. driv-

ing licence, passport or such like for the secu-

rity check. 

 

On eventually getting as far as the inner quad-

rangle we saw there, two caravans, one the oldest and the other the most up 
to date.  We carried on through the Palace rooms going in under the portico 

you usually see on TV when the Royals enter and out at the French doors at 

the rear and so onto the lawns where we spread out.   

 

On the lawns to one side under a covered area tables were laid out with a tea 

urn and trays of dainty sandwiches and cakes.  In front of this were more 

tables and chairs where it was possible, if you could find an empty chair, to 

sit and relax a bit and rest your legs and take in the scenery.  Unfortunately 

after a while it came on to rain and we had to cover our posh frocks and hats 

with plastic ponchos which the Caravan club had thoughtfully provided. 

 
Sometime later we noticed a lot of people were gathering by the steps lead-

ing between the lawns and the rear of the palace and Prince Philip and his 

entourage appeared.  We were by this time somewhat towards the rear of the 

proceedings.  Thinking that he would make his way down the lawn towards 

us and the Royal Tea Tent we stayed put only to fin that he had made his 

entrance to the tent at the rear.  We waited nearby but he did not appear 

again through the front although guards were posted.   

 

 

By 5pm we had had enough standing about in the rain and getting wet and 

made our way back to the coach, to find that nearly everyone else had had 

the same idea.  We were soon on our way back to Knebworth. 
 

Next morning it was coffee and biscuits round the Club flagpole and after an 

enjoyable but tiring weekend we packed up and left for home. 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

Meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are especially welcome.  

The Fellowship takes a break  and  wishes everyone an enjoyable summer.   

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

June 14th  Bring and buy and quiz 

June 28th  Garden Party at Maura’s Garden 

June 5th  Jubilee Garden Party with Pam and David Lewis 

Pew Comfort  
 

Pauline May very kindly donated money to enable us to purchase 30 seat 
pads and thanks to the generosity of more of our church friends we have 

now been able to purchase a further 46, which I am sure we will take care 

of.  So thank you for the original idea Pauline and happy sitting folks. 

 

Thank you once again 

Thelma. 

Fellowship report  
 

On March 6th we had a talk by Susie Walker about her life as a Nun.  Susie was a 
Nun for 10 ½ years and loved it.  She is now a Youth Worker in Sutton Coldfield. 
Owing to the Players Production on 20th March we had a coffee evening at Valerie’s 
home.  There was a good turn out.  We had a raffle with lots of lovely prizes  
 
On April 3rd Major Howard gave an interesting talk about the Salvation Army.  He 

and his wife have worked together for 37 years in the Army.  He made a beautiful 
cross from a newspaper folded like origami and torn, and he had a story to go with it. 
 
April 17th -  Sue Yates gave a very interesting illustrated talk of her holiday in China, 
with visits to the Forbidden city, the Great Wall of China and then on to Xian to see 
the Terracotta Warriors.  They went to a Panda research centre and then on a cruise 
up the Yangtze River. 

N O T I  C E  S 



May 1st ‘May Day’ –we had a May Day supper.  Everyone brought some-

thing to eat and drink.  A lovely time was had by all.  J.R 

Now More  Royal connections. Barbara Naylor will never forget Corona-

tion  day, because her Sunday school class all had Bibles as presents and 

she still has hers. 

Bill Russell’s Grandma  had a telegram from the Queen for her 100th birth-

day.   
 

Bill and 

Maisie fondly 

r e m e m b e r 

Gran heading 

the  huge fam-

ily gatherings  

round the ta-
ble in the front 

room for her 

90th, and 95th  

birthdays.   

 

 

Maisie says she was an amazing woman and right up to her 95th birthday still 

maintained her lifetime weekly routine of ‘washing on a Monday morning 

and by the afternoon she would be ironing.  On Wednesdays 8.30 am sharp, 

she’d be leaving the house to do her shopping’.  
 



 
 

From the Fel-

lowship  ar-

chives, a letter 

they  are very 

proud of . 
 

Pam Barber 

was the then 

Secretary ad-

dressed in this 

letter from the 

Queen. 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are en-

joying a Big 

Jubilee Lunch 

with friends 

here’s a special 

Grace (below) , 

seen by the 

Queen and 

being sa id 

across the na-

tions to start 
off the  meal. 

 

 

"O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, we give you thanks for 

the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth; for her steadfast 

faith and for her royal service to this nation and all the peoples of the 
Commonwealth. 

Bless the food before us and the people beside us; may the sharing of this 

meal strengthen our communities, and nurture the bonds between us of 

friendship, hope and trust. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who reigns as servant of all. 

Amen  



Betty Barnard’s brother aged 94  played the church bells 

in Sunbury on Thames when the Royal Diamond jubilee 

barge was launched .  What a royal connection Betty! 

Renee Alliband saw Prince Philip inspect the fleet at 

Weymouth.  She was  98 last month 
and  Graham (our Minister) remember  

your promise for her 100th.  

 

Barbara Atkins son Stephen was in the 

Royal Navy and Judy Ratcliffe and 

Grace Hamlin also have  Royal forces connections.  

However, Mrs A has other royal memories—at the coronation her street had 

a royal procession,  an elegantly adorned lorry was the royal carriage and 

Mrs A was an attendant to the ‘Queen’.  She has one really special memory 

though her uncle Fred who was at Christ Church College Cambridge sang 

in the choir at Westminster Abbey at the coronation. 

  
Annabel, Elizabeth and Thelma are among those who remember the newly 

crowned Queen’s visit to Birmingham for the 9th World Scout Jamboree in 

Sutton Park in 1957. Elizabeth, school friends and others of our congrega-

tion cheered on Chester road as the royals headed for event.   Annabel who 

lived on Streetly road  had  the Scottish contingent  and their bagpipes  

parked under her window, and Ivar from further afield in Europe played his  

alpenhorn  on her lawn; you couldn’t make it up!   She remembers opening 

the door to Ivar who wanted to borrow a portable musical instrument.  The 

family  only had a piano and  her dad invited him  to play that.  He was ex-

cellent. Ivar’s dad was organist  in his home town’s cathedral.  

 
Annabel’s  dad took him  to Lichfield cathedral and Ivar played the organ 

there.  She went off to Scotland, and who should she see on a TV report 

about the jamboree but Ivar.  He was inescapable.   Annabel says it was a 

fantastic time and  the British weather excelled itself with  an absolute del-

uge . Local people,  she says,  were fantastic and earned world wide praise 

for their hospitality —so many friendships were forged from that event.   

 

Bessie reckons the young Monarch and her consort were 

good Scottish dancers, she saw somewhere that they were 

good at the eight some reel.  Margaret Thornburn, remem-

bers that the Duke And Duchess of Edinburgh reel was  

specially created for their royal wedding. 
In the McGregor clan  but  2 of Hugh’s links are  through 

the RSPB and  the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme.  

 



 

Sylvia has connections through work and play.  She had just started work at 

Dunlop research centre in Birming- 

ham in January 1950 when Prince 

Philip visited it. 

 
She’s also been to a Palace  garden  

party through the YHA  association 

as a long serving regional secretary. 

Meeting  some of the north  

Birmingham local group long ago  

got Sylvia interested and involved  

with Youth hostelling.   She was at 

the opening  by the Queen of the  

wonderful  Holland House YHA in  

Kensington, London  . 

 

In her album Sylvia had labelled 
this  photo ‘spud bashing’.  
I’d forgotten that  phrase! (Ed) 

The McMahons have ‘'connected 'with quite a few Royals including Prin-

cess Anne.  Sarah had royalty come to her.  She was introduced to  

Prince Edward and his  

wife Sophie when they  

visited Wilson Stuart   

school. That visit came  

about after one of the  

lads from the school + 

Elizabeth  McMahon  

a teacher at the school  

took  a letter to Prince 

Edward who was in  
Cleobury Mortimer  

asking him  if he would 

like to visit  the school  

and they visited 

the following year. 

 

Sarah danced for Princess  Diana when she visited the school.  It put on a  

host of activities for the Princess, including games  and swimming .  Sarah  

remembers she was very  caring and sweet.  At  the poolside Princess Di 

bent  down to get closer to speak to the  children in the water.  



 

Pictured right:  

Prince Edward and Sophie  

Countess of Wessex.  

 
Elizabeth and John have their 

royal connections too, having 

been to the Palace.  Elizabeth 

noticed children’s sandpits 

and slides there and the gar-

dens were very natural not 

too posh! 
 

 

 
. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Here’s an 

a r t i c l e 

d o n a t e d 

by Brian 

R o b e r t s 
from his 

days as 

editor of 

this paper 



Christine  Rivers who was 

a bridesmaid in Corona-

tion  year remembers all 

the pupils at her school 

queued  outside the Head’s 

office to receive crown 

money boxes.  She remem-

bers her dad had put up 

bunting and pictures of the 

Queen  in the front window 

and rigged up something in 

the garden too . They all 

went next door to watch 

the events as they had a TV 

and the Salts did not.    

 

Chris loves the fact that the Queen is trying to visit as many places as possi-
ble.  She says ‘she is such a stalwart’.  Another abiding memory is of  

Queen Salote of  Tonga. Chris says it was pouring with rain but the Queen 

of Tonga  refused to  have the hood up on her carriage, and smiled and 

waved, in the rain and people loved her for it. 

 

Christine says ‘I also remember the King dying because I remember my nan 

crying.  My granddad had died in the January – there were only about 3 or 4 

weeks between his death and the King’s. I think my nan really felt it’.   

 

 

Other memories are of the Queen’s  Silver Jubilee visit in 1977 to Bir-

mingham.  Her mum Kath Salt was secretary to the Lady Mayoress at 

the time and was in charge of the girl who presented the posy.   Chris-

tine, who had a pass, stood by her mum in front of the Queen.  It was a 

really special day. 

 

‘Nan was very proud of her family and the progress they made. Mum and 

Dad of course loved the church too’.   

 

 

In the Ratcliffe family, Judy remembers the Coronation because at her school 

they all got a cup and saucer and it was also her birthday that day.  Also in 

the 50’s her Sunday school had a party and pageant with a queen and 2 at-
tendants.  TV announcer Patricia Cox ,one of Britain’s first female newsread-

ers opened the event for them.  Judy’s daughter Helen got a mug at school for 

the Queens’s Silver jubilee.  



Overseas connections—The Coronation was celebrated in the 

Commonwealth.   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

(Mrs Collymore’s house was called Windsor, Irma thinks). So the chil-
dren all went,  beautifully turned out in their uniforms . Irma who had not 

been to the cinema before says she can remember ‘the noise, the thunder-

ing of horses coming towards you on the big cinema screen, carriages 

coming down the Mall and the music, and the uniforms, and the crown’.  

 

She remembers the pageantry  and this ‘pretty young girl’ (the 

Queen!). ‘It was something out of this world to us.  Town that day 

was a sea of red, white and blue. There would have been things in the 

shops and us school girls wearing red and white blue ribbons in our hair’. 

 

We had to write all about it when we went back to school.  About how the 
Queen and her sister’s dad  had died and that’s why she had to take over 

as Queen.  Everyone knew when he died and there was mourning through-

out the island—we Vincentians were Royalists.  Not many of us even had 

radios then, the media was in town, but on the buses and with people 

walking  everywhere the news was passed on,.  Evesham,  my village was   

small.  My life was mainly school, church and Sunday school.  I didn’t 

know anything about dances.  But I know people played the banjo, gui-

tar and flute;  no sophisticated instruments, they would have had to be 

imported . For really special things we sent abroad.  I remember my wed-

ding dinner service  came from America. Yes the coronation was a great 

day out for us children and a great day altogether.’  
 

Cllr Mrs Irma Shaw, (Editor’s Mum) 

who was born in St Vincent, West Indies 

says her first Royal connection  is in the 

name, her Mom’s name was Elizabeth! 

She remembers going to see the corona-
tion in a cinema in  Kingstown (the is-

land’s capital ),with other pupils of her 

school Evesham Methodist.  Tante, who 

fretted that the big screen was  some dev-

ilish invention, did not want her to go.  

‘However the lady of the village, the big-

gest landowner, Mrs Collymore , who 

was also Headmistress and choir mistress 

at church, came to our home  to reassure 

Tante—saying ‘let the girl go, besides  I 

need her to help with the classes’.  
Cllr Shaw twice Chairman of 
Chelmsley Wood wears the 

mayoral chain.  



And finally The Players explain their marvellous connection  -  “Henry 

Hereafter”.  ‘During the reign of Queen Elizabeth II The Players present-

ed a delightfully  amusing short play about one of the Queen’s predeces-

sors, father of Queen Elizabeth 1, King Henry VIII. 

 
The Scene was a region between Heaven and Hell known as the Entresol, 

where all must stop for a decision as to the direction of the rest of their 

journey - 

UP or DOWN 

 

Here Henry is surprised to meet all six of his wives and a Seraph, Marma-

duke, who is in charge of his case.  After much discussion, Marmaduke 

makes his decision, reasoning that: 

 

“Few mortals have to bear the strain of six wives.  It would not be fair 

that you should have to bear it any longer—and certainly not the 

strain of six concurrently.  So you must be separated”. 

Henry went UP.  The wives the opposite way !!! Good decision ? ? ?  

                                           *    *   *   *   * 

A tenuous connection with the Queen’s Jubilee, but it’s the best we can 

come up with!   

June E. & June M. Roberts 

(See picture on back page) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Way back when the Queen 

was a baby Thelma’s aunt-

ie got to feast her eyes on 

the infant close up. Mum 

and  Dad, the then Duke 
and Duchess of York   

were walking by her cot-

tage and Auntie said  ‘can 

I take a photo’, and the 

Queen Mum and Dad said 

yes.  Thelma says my  

Auntie was very proud of 

meeting the family.  

Auntie Jennie also saw the 

Queen and Princess Mar-

garet together as children 

and adults.   
 



 Top left; ‘vintage’ Fellow-
ship;   

Renee;   
John and Elizabeth at  

Buckingham Palace;  
Editor’s Mum ;  

Jubilee cake; 
bottom left;  Bill, Maisie 

and entertainers on the 
Guild outing 2012. 
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition,.  It’s my dream 

to encourage and contribute to our local community, to be a blessing.  I love 

the idea that whatever our behaviour we are still the joy set before Jesus and 

He delights in us—I imagine his face lighting up the way we delight in chil-
dren. Why not try our church, and see what the love of Jesus can do for you?  

Bye for now and enjoy the month.  Ed 

“Henry Hereafter” 

(Thanks to Alan Roberts © for the photograph) 

 


