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Dear friends, 

 

Can you believe we are already half way through the year? Time flies 

when you are having fun, or not as the case may be! I am at least hop-
ing we get some sunny days in the summer months to be able to en-

joy the great outdoors when time permits. 

Many will be thinking of holidays. A time to rest and ‘re-charge the 
batteries’ after the business of the first half of the year with all the 

church activities we have been involved in and the major festivals we 

have shared. Go well and travel safely. 

 
The other day, for some reason, the old fable told by Aesop popped 

back into my head. I use that to share some rambled thoughts for this 

month’s newsletter. 
You know the story; the one about the hare and the tortoise.  

The hare one day ridiculed the short feet and slow pace of the tor-

toise. Laughing in response the tortoise replied: ‘though you might be 
as swift as the wind I will beat you in a race.’ The hare, thinking that 

this would be impossible agreed to the challenge; and he asked the 

fox to pick the route and be the judge. 

 
On the appointed day of the race they started together. The tortoise 

never for a moment stopped but went on with his slow but steady 

pace straight to the end of the course. The hare, trusting in his native 
swiftness, cared little about the race and decided to take a nap; it be-

ing a beautiful sunny day he fell fast asleep. 

 

After several hours he woke up, and moving as fast as he could he ran 
to the end of the course only to find the tortoise already there com-

fortably dosing with fatigue. 

The Study 
Mid June 2013 
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The flowers in our Church for August have been donated by: 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Aug  4th   B Crombie 

Aug 11th   M McDermott 

Aug  18th  B Naylor 

Aug  25th M Fell 

 

 

The preacher in Ecclesiastes wrote: ‘in this world fast runners do not 
always win the race, and the brave do not always win the bat-

tle’ (Ecc 9: 11 GNB) 

Perseverance is what counts in the end I guess? 

It is about getting started, about keeping going, and realising that no 
matter what, if we do both of those things we will get there in the 

end. 

Have a read of Hebrews 11: 32 through to 12: 12. We are in good 
company! 

 

I remain as always your friend and minister 
Graham J Sweeney 

 

 
The flowers in our Church for July have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jul  7th   E Thornton 

Jul  14th   H MacGregor  

Jul  21st  V Gilbert 

Jul  28th   C Rivers 
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 CALENDAR FOR JULY 2013  

Mon 1st 7.45pm  Patron’s Evening 

Tues 2nd  7.45pm  Patron’s Evening 

Fri 5th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun  7th  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Mark Miles who is a 
member of Wylde Green URC 

Fri 12th 10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 14th 10.30am  Family worship led by our minister Rev Graham 
Sweeney 

Thurs 18th  7.30pm  Elders meeting at the manse 

Fri 19th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

 
Sun 21st 10.30am  

Family worship led by our  
Minister,  including 

Communion and Prayers for  

healing . 

Fri 26th 10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 28th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Andy Vail who is a 
member of Bournville URC. 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 
 

NB: DURING AUGUST COFFEE MORNINGS WILL BE 

HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS.  LISTEN OUT FOR IN-

FORMATION. 

Jesus Christ, 

Our Guide and Comforter. 
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 CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2013  

Sun 4th  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Gordon Moyes who 
is a member of Pype Hayes URC. 

Sat 10th  5-7pm  BBQ at the manse (ticket only event) 

Sun 11th 10.30am  Family worship led by our minister Rev Graham 
Sweeney 

Sun 18th 10.30am  Family worship led by our  
Minister,  including 

Communion and Prayers for  

healing . 

Sun 25th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Joe Blackburn who is 
a member of Hodge Hill URC. 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

 

NB: MONDAY 29TH JULY TILL SUNDAY 11TH AUGUST 

HALLS ARE CLOSED FOR WORK PARTY AND CLEANING 

Rejoice in the Lord  

always. 

 
Peony news :  Rejoice and 

keep the faith. It seemed that 

this peony in our church  

garden would never flower.   

After at least 10 years it was 

about to be plucked up, when 

a bud appeared, followed by 

a  deep pink bloom.  God is 

good, and everything  

happens in His time . 
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Junior 

Church 

News 
 

I heard some-

one say they 
used to ride 

the No 11 

bus route for 
a day out. 

Now two 

youngsters 

have used it 
for charity.  

We’ll let proud granny Judy Ratcliffe tell the story:- 

 

On Sunday 19th May two of my grandsons, Louis and Harrison 

Downing, did a charity walk starting at Rookery Park.  They 

walked all around the number 11 outer circle bus route, 26 

miles, and collected their medals at the end.  The three charities 

involved were Harry Mosely (the bracelet boy), the tiny baby 

unit and Leukaemia Research and Villa player. 

 

Didn’t they do well. 

Judy 

 

Lord, bless and protect the children of the world  Amen. 

We brought news that our coffee morning did 
well  raising more than a hundred pounds.   

Local people show their love Christian Aid UPDATE  

Bessie has been totting up  the house to house collection and the 
other donations and it is  over £800. We will bring you the full ac-

counts as soon as we get them.  Bessie sends her thanks once again.   



 7 

Rev Dr Susan Durber ,Principal of Westminster college until  31st 
July, becomes Christian Aid’s Theology Co-ordinator from Septem-

ber. She’s explains:  “Christian Aid has long been eager to ground its 

work to end global poverty in the teaching of Jesus and the faith of the 

Church – and I hope I can bring all that I am to helping that happen.”  
 

Meanwhile Christian Aid’s Director Loretta Minghella will be very 

pleased with the efforts during this years Christian Aid Week and the 

IF campaign— enough food for everyone.  Loretta second from left  is 

pictured with delegates at the Christian Women’s Fellowship Conven-

tion in Derbyshire earlier in the year. 

 

Speaking  on ‘Unconditional Love’ Loretta asked the audience at 

the convention, to think about what it means and how it is seen 

in our lives.  Maybe through someone who has made a positive 

difference in us and how we can make it clear to them how 

much they have done.  Or to encourage someone we think has 

more to give. The big statement though was her telling us that 

Unconditional Love is what we are called to give as Christians.   
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Not so many smiles at this point, and we can all understand 

why, even just thinking about those who have committed some 

of the horrible crimes we hear about. 

Loretta confessed that she like us has sometimes struggled with 

unconditional love.  Like when she experienced personal trage-

dy, but she said that out of it she found the gift of God’s love.  

To beat the struggle to love unconditionally we can always look 

in the  Bible and ask ourselves, what would Jesus do.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
When things in your life seems almost too much to handle, when 24 

hours in a day is not enough; remember the mayonnaise jar and 2 

cups of coffee.  
 

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in 

front of him. When the class began, wordlessly, he picked up a very 
large and empty mayonnaise jar and started to fill it with golf balls. 

He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was. 

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured it into the 

Coffee-break story? See what you think of  

The Mayonnaise Jar & and 2 cups of coffee 
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jar. He shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas 
between the golf balls. He then asked the students again if the jar was 

full. They agreed it was. The professor next picked up a box of sand 

and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything 

else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded 
with a unanimous 'yes.'  

 

The professor then produced two cups of  coffee from under the table 
and poured the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling  the emp-

ty space between the sand. The students laughed.  

 
'Now,' said the professor, as the laughter subsided, 'I want you to rec-

ognize that this jar represents your life. The golf balls are the 

important things - God, family, children, health, friends, and favourite 

passions Things that if everything else was lost and only they re-
mained, your life would still be full. The pebbles are the things that 

matter likes your job, house, and car. The sand is everything else -- 

The small stuff.  
 

'If you put the sand into the jar first,' he continued, 'there is no room 

for the pebbles or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend 
all your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room 

for the things that are important to you. So,  pay attention to the 

things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. 

Take time to get medical check-ups. Take your partner out to dinner. 
There will always be time to clean the house and fix the dripping tap. 

'Take care of the golf balls first -- The things that really matter. Set 

your priorities. The rest is just sand.'  
 

One of the students raised her hand and  inquired what the coffee rep-

resented. The professor smiled. 'I'm glad you asked'. It just goes 

to show you that no matter how full your life may seem, there's al-
ways room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.' 

 

 
Author Anon. 
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THE GUILD 

We are now on our summer break.  The Fellowship hope you all 

have a wonderful summer and look forward to meeting up again in 

September. 
   

We take a break from our regular schedule for the summer, and hope 
you enjoy the season.  We are back as usual in September. 

Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the 
Parlour from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  These will continue up to  and 

including Friday 26th July.  We’re out of the building in August.,   

But will be back as usual in September.  We look forward to wel-

coming regulars and newcomers.  Do enjoy the season. 

July 10th  (Weds.)      
7 pm  

Coffee evening at the home of Thelma 

Aug 14th (Weds.) 
7pm   

Coffee evening at the home of Joyce 

 

4th FRIDAY 
Younger working age adults  meet  on the 4th Friday at  7 p.m. each 

month for a light meal, chat and  relaxed Bible sessions with our 
minister. New members very welcome. 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

COFFEE MORNINGS  
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Summer Fair Thank You 

 
The organizers of the Summer fair wish to thank everyone 

who helped and supported the summer fair in any way.  
We were very pleased with the turn out and the results and raised 

over one thousand pounds for church funds.  Well done everyone 

and once again thank you. 
 

 

Foodbank weekly update 
The foodbank is building up as a very valuable resource in the Erd-

ington Community.  The  number of clients has risen sharply since 

it first opened.  Each week they post a list of items particularly 
needed.  There’s usually a copy on one of the boards at the back of 

our church.  Organizers are very grateful for the support from Erd-

ington churches.  Please pray for the work of the foodbank and for 
it’s clients. 

What's on Advanced Notice  
 

The Fellowship Ploughman’s lunch 

will take place on Saturday   

12th October 2013, starting at 12-30 pm 

prompt.  Please make a note in your dia-

ries.  We are looking forward to seeing you 

all as usual. 

Church Maintenance 

 

The maintenance team have organized another summer work 

party to carry out essential cleaning and repairs to our church.  

The hall will therefore be closed to events and groups from 

Monday July 29th to Sunday 11th August .  Volunteers are 

needed, and it is hoped that as many people as possible will 

come along and help. 
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Fellowship News  by Judy Ratcliffe 

 

21st May 

 
Our speaker tonight was an old friend of the church, Ian MacLaren.  

He is the Administrator of the Birmingham Talking Newspaper Asso-

ciation.  A volunteer job he has been doing since he retired.  The 
BTNA is  charity, producing weekly recordings of local news, infor-

mation and magazine articles for blind and visually impaired people 

in Birmingham.  It is a free service and began in 1976 using cassette 

tapes, memory sticks and the internet. 
 

This was a very interesting talk, we learned a lot tonight. 

Thank you Ian. 
 

4th June 

 
This was our last meeting for this season, until September 17th . 

 

We all, 22 in total, met at 7.30pm at the ‘Park House’ restaurant in 

Sutton Park for a carvery meal.  We enjoyed a lovely meal and drinks 
if wanted and finished off with a free ice cream in a sundae dish with 

juice and a flake. 

 
We were given a free raffle ticket 

and Josie Isseley won the beauti-

ful name bowl that we had made 
when Allbrighton Pottery visited.  

 

It looks like the  one being held 

by Christine Gregory from the 
pottery in this picture.  

 

 
Thanks to Pam and Barbara for 

organizing this evening. 
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Guild  News  

 
I could have worn these  green wellies and a sunflower hat  and fitted 
in nicely with a Guild  theme recently.   Was it to do with the weath-

er? No.  It was for the bring and buy sale with a green and yellow 

theme.!   Now what would you say was the title of the event connect-
ed with the picture below? 

 ‘Mac’s Away!!’ of course.  That too drew quite a crowd if only for 

the excitement of the surprise.  It turned out to be a fabulous afternoon 

on the ocean 
waves, with 

the McMah-

on’s, Joyce, 
Thelma and 

Vera Oley 

as John 
talked about 

the Central 

Mediterra-

nean cruise 
they took 

together in 

2011. 
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News 

Roundup 
 
Sarah 

McMahon 

has again 

conquered 
the challenge 

of the Sutton 

Fun Run. 
Sarah  com-

pleted the 

run in im-
proved time.  

She and one 

of her wheel 

chair pushers (left) look positively refreshed! The lady from Cookes 
(right) looks delighted  and  presented them with their medals.  

 

 

Happy 80th Birthday to church member Sylvia  Errington.   
 

We shared this cake with 
her at a special Sunday 

morning  get-together 

after church.   Sylvia’s 
many friends have been 

determined that she mark 

this special birthday in 
style, so I believe she had 

a whole series of celebra-

tions, flowers and cakes.  

But then Sylvia that is 
what happens when you 

are a good friend and well 

loved.  Happy Birthday 
once again. 
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My Mum……   Poem by Joy Rice © 
 

Now, don’t get me started on about TV, 

‘cause Mum only had black and white. 
Colour was for folk with more money than sense. 

People who never could look after the pounds 

and the pence. 
 

Washing was done in a dolly tub, 

with a block of hard green soap. 

An automatic washer dryer like I have now, 
Mum would never have dared to hope. 

 

And beating carpets with a broom handle, 
was the best way to get them clean. 

Fitted carpets although too pricy, 

was every housewife’s dream. 
 

But, now I’ve had my fitted carpets taken out. 

What a shock that’d be for my old mum! 

As she’d be amazed at my laminated floor, 
and proclaim ‘it’s just like linoleum!’ 

Right—a most unusual figure—
introducing  

The very lovely ‘Erdington Ethel’ 

who was a star at last month’s 

church fair. (Ethel came to us via 
Sarah McMahon her ‘friend’).   I am 

sure Ethel,  chic though she is, is no 

reflection on Joy’s mum in the poem 
above.   

 

Poet Joy Rice is a member of the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship Con-

vention.  We’ll be hearing more 

from her in the future I am sure. 
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Update on our charity 

of the year  

Westminster college, 

Cambridge’s £7 million 

appeal campaign has 
raised enough money so 

that building work began 

last month, and should 
finish in a year’s time.  

 

I have been foraging for famous alumni of the college and  came 
across the following two  with Birmingham links. 

 

The first is Professor John Hick who died last September aged 
90.  His obituary in the Telegraph said , he was one of the most influ-

ential philosophers of religion of his time; he was HG Wood Professor 

of Theology at Birmingham University from 1967 to 1982, and before 
that taught at Cambridge.   

 

He was both famous and infamous.  He wrote nearly 30 books, includ-

ing several philosophy bestsellers.   The infamous part—though he 
was fairly orthodox  he still felt unable to affirm the Virgin Birth of 

Christ as an essential element in the Christian faith.  In America he 

was twice charged with heresy by the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he was at one time a minister. but it was eventually settled in his  fa-

vor .  

 
Later  Hick’s became a world authority on interfaith relations. Hick 

was a warm and friendly man, but he was also a tough, sometimes 

blunt Yorkshireman.   
. 

Bishop James Edward Lesslie Newbigin (8 December 1909 –  1998) 
was also a  prolific author, and, it’s said,  one of the most respected 

and significant theologians of the twentieth century.  

 
Originally ordained within the Church of Scotland, Newbigin spent 

much of his career as a missionary in India,  becoming one of the 

Church of South India's first bishops.  He was General Secretary of the 
International Missionary Council and oversaw its integration with the 
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World Council of Churches, of which he became Associate General 
Secretary based in Geneva until 1965. 

 

After retirement he and his wife Helen then made their way over-

land from India back to the UK using local buses, carrying two suit-
cases and a rucksack. 

 

Newbigin became a Lecturer in Mission at the Selly Oak Colleges . 
In retirement he took on the pastorate of Winson Green URC, oppo-

site the gates of the prison.  He was Moderator of the General As-

sembly of the URC  1978-9. During this time, he preached at Bal-
moral.  

 

At Newbigin's funeral service  his close friend Dr. Dan Beeby said, 

"Not too long ago, some children in Selly Oak were helped to see 
the world upside down when the aged Bishop stood on his head! 

These  fascinating facts about both men was discovered on the inter-

net at http://www.telegraph.co.uk and http://en.wikipedia.org 

We’re making every effort to bring you plenty of summer joy this 
issue.  ‘ Look what the Lord has done! ‘Picture:  Morning sun on 

roses.   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/religion-obituaries/9087324/Professor-John-Hick.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesslie_Newbigin
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A special moment for Vera and Sarah, as they share some time 

with two of the singers from the Zambian Chililabombwe  Praise 

Choir from Zambia.  (Vera’s so happy she’s got her eyes closed!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir were supported by Nigel Crowther and Friends from Duke 
St Church in Sutton Coldfield, and other churches  for the trip, to 

fundraise for building work to their local school.  They’re had a won-

derful reception from the many audiences up and down our country.  

We wish them God speed on their return journey home. 

To all our readers and friends may you be blessed with good health 
and happiness this summer.  Amen. 

Holiday prayer by Joy Rice © 

 
May the clouds of yesterday disappear in the sunshine of today. 
May your days be full of sunbeams instead of hazy grey. 

May God keep you and bless you and take away your fears. 

May God comfort and embrace you and wipe away your tears. 

May your heart be filled with courage instead of bleak despair. 
Remember, God is there at the end of each and every prayer! 
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Thanks to all contributors, and do keep those items coming . Ed 

 

             Harvest Lunch     

 
 
Join us to celebrate the festival of 

Harvest and God’s good gifts of 

food. We shall be joining together 

following morning worship for a   

 

Buffet Lunch  on  

Sunday 22nd September,  

at 12 noon.  

 

 

 

Tickets £6. 
To book: Contact, Thelma, Vera Oley, or  

Elizabeth. 
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