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Dear friends. 

 
Hasn’t it gone cold again?!  Have we already had summer? Well I for one am 

hoping we might at least get a bit more good hot and sunny weather before 

summer is through.  To those of you who are planning trips away I hope they 

go well for you and that you come back refreshed and relaxed.  Travel well 

and travel safely. 

 

By the time this comes from the printers the Olympic Torch will have been 

to, and left, our great city.  If you were able to take this once in a left time 

opportunity to share in the celebrations well done for you.  I am sure our il-

lustrious newsletter editor wants to hear all about it from you.   I want to take 

a moment here just to say a big ‘thank you’ to Vera for the way she has de-
veloped the newsletter and for the way she makes, me at least, look forward 

to seeing my copy each month; even if it is a struggle most months to get my 

letter in on time!  I was delighted with the jubilee edition and many people 

have commented on it who have seen it in the area. 

 

With the thought of holidays and Olympics and celebrations in mind I am 

reminded of how small the world can be and yet how huge at the same time.  

We can be the other side of the globe in less than a day, and if we don’t need 

to be there physically in a matter of seconds via the internet!   

As the Olympiads gather in London the family of nations come together as 

yet another example of how big and yet how small we are.  The words of the 

hymn we sometimes sing echo in my thinking right now: ‘We belong to a 
family the biggest on earth…. ‘ 

 

There is much to be thankful for, holidays and relaxation, family and friends, 

jubilees and celebrations.  Enjoy yourselves in the coming weeks in whatever 

you do. 

 

I remain as always you friend and minister 

 

Graham J Sweeney 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  JULY  2012  

Sun 1st  10.30 am Family worship led by Mr Tom Ledger who is a lay 

Reader from Erdington Parish Church, St Barnabas 

Mon 2nd & Tue 3rd Patrons Evening 

Fri 6th   10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 8th 10.30 am  Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney 

Fri 13th  10.30am Coffee morning 

Sun 15th 10.30am  Family worship including  Holy 

Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Thur 19th  7.30pm  Elders meeting at the Manse  

Fri 20th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 22th  10.30am  Family worship led by Mrs Ann Reaney who is from 

the Boys Brigade. 

Fri 27th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 29th  10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Bob Ash who is a former 

Minister of Pype Hayes and Coleshill URCs 

 . 

Mon 30th July - Fri 

3rd August  

Work party days— listen out for times and jobs list 

 

Where there is tender 

care and love 

God is present 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



The flowers in our Church for July  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

. 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church 

July 1st  G. Hamblin 

July 8th  Vacant  

July 15th   V Gilbert  

July 22nd Vacant  

July 29 th M Fell         

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  August  2012  

Mon 30th July-Fri 

3rd Aug  

Work party days, listen out for times and jobs list. 

Sun 5th Aug 10.30am  Family worship led by Ms Jo Bull who is a member 

of Sutton Coldfield URC 

Sat 11th Aug BBQ at the manse 

Sun 12th Aug  

10.30 am  

Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney 

Sun 19th Aug10.30am  Family worship including  Holy 

Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Sun 26th Aug10.30am  Family worship led by Ken Hawkings who is a former 

Minister of Chester Road Baptist Church 

 

  May the peace 

of Christ 

Dwell in our hearts. 

 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



 Erdington United Reformed Church 

The Fellowship 
 

Ploughman’s Lunch 

 
Saturday 13th October 2012 

12 noon—2 pm 

Tickets  -  £6.00 
Tickets Available from Members of the  

Fellowship Committee from  1st September 

 

The flowers in our Church for August have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
. 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church 

Aug 5th  B Crombie 

Aug 12th Vacant 

Aug 19th B Naylor 

Aug 26th Vacant  



 

This is a Junior church depiction of guess what?                                   

Poem 

 

I’m Fine Thank You  

   There is nothing the matter with me’ 

I’m as healthy as I can be, I have arthritis in both my knees 
   And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze. 

My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin, 

   But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 

 

Arch supports I have for my feet, 

   Or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street, 

Sleep is denied me night after night, 

  But every morning I find I’m alright. 

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin 

  But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 

 

The moral is this as my tale I unfold – 
   That for you and me who are growing old, 

It’s better to say “I’m fine” with a grin, 

   Than to let folks know the shape we are in. 

How do I know that my youth is all spent?  

    Well, my "get up and go" has got up and went!  

 

But I really don't mind when I think again  

    Of all the grand places that my "get up" has been.  

Old age is golden, I've heard it said,  

    But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed,  

With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup,  
    My eyes on the table until I wake up,  

 

Ere sleep overtakes me, I say to myself,  

    "Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?"  

I get up each morning and dust off my wits,  

    And pick up the paper and read the "Obits".  

If my name is missing, I know I'm not dead,  

    So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed! 

Author unknown 



 

 

Isn’t this a fabulous picture by Emilio! It’s got everything from 

the people cheering, the athletes, even a TV camera, and what’s 

more he’s added some music.  Very well done Emilio. 

Lord Jesus  heal our world in body mind and spirit.  We pray for patience 

and perseverance. We pray that we may be able to wipe our eyes , adorn 

ourselves and present ourselves to accept the spirit of life fulfilled, each 

and every day. Amen 

 

The London Olympics , Paralympics 2012 and the Cultural Olympiad  

 

Don’t experts tell us that  new experiences, even new approaches to things, 

keep us young and fresh.  So our exploration of the Diamond Jubilee and 

now London 2012,  should add years to my life.  Previously  whether ath-
letes are Christians, or compete on Sundays seem to be the only connection 

between religion and sport.  The organization More than Gold is  helping to 

create lots of connections with the games.  The Bible is full of great testi-

monies and advice for people wanting to achieve, one of the most famous 

quotes is from  Hebrews 12.1  Paul says ‘let us run with patience the race 

that is set before us’. 

 



Great Midlands Fun Run by Sarah McMahon 

 

 

On Sunday 10th June I took part in my 26th Sutton Fun Run.   

 

The weather 

was warm and 

sunny (despite 

the forecast for 

heavy rain) as I 

made my way 

round the 

8.5mile course 

in my wheel-

chair pushed 

by 2 gentlemen 

from Alcoa. 

There were 

7,000 runners, many in costumes, and most of the route was 

lined with supporters. 

 

 

 I first started doing the Fun Run when I 

was 8 with the team from Wilson Stuart 

School and as I enjoy raising money for 

charity have continued ever since.   

 

Each year when we reach the Parade I get 

out of my wheelchair and walk the last 100 

yards over the finish line. 

 

I would like to thank all the people who 

sponsored me. I will have raised approx. 

£160 for John Taylor Hospice. 

 



 

The Vaughan Singers Concert    
 

Our charity of the year Ronald McDonald House and St Barnabas church 

have  received an injection of funds thanks to a   fabulous  concert at Hol-

ly Lane by the Vaughan Singers.  The  opening number ‘I believe in mu-

sic’ set the pace and the evening ended with a wonderful Andrew Lloyd 

Webber medley. The acapella numbers were particularly strong. David 

Lewis was MC. 

 

St Barnabas plan to put their money 

towards a new piano. We will  
donate ours to the RMH house.  

It  provides  60 en- suite bedrooms 

where families with seriously ill  

children in the nearby Birmingham  

Children’s Hospital can stay.  

It means they can to  cook together, 

eat together and share their  

experiences of the day.  

 

It also has lounge, kitchen and play 

facilities for those with children  
going for day care.   

 

The accommodation is free of charge and families can stay for as long as 

they need to - whether it’s for two nights or two years says RHM house. 

 

The Vaughan Singers choir, a registered charity has up to 50 voices.  Do 

try and see them.  

 

   
                        

 

As a thank you to helpers this year Head office has sent sunflower seeds  

for us to plant .  Our efforts are helping to give the tools to change to peo-

ple who so need to see an end to poverty. 

 
Bessie Crombie 

The total collected for the week is at present 

£730. 20p .  We managed this through door to 

door  collecting, our special coffee morning 

and  other donations and events.  



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 During 2012 the challenge for the West Central 

area of the Leprosy Mission is to raise £10,000 to 

help 200 children affected by leprosy in the Cabo 

Delgado region of Mozambique. Details of the pro-

ject can be found in the newsletters on the  book-
case at the rear of our Church. 

  

 Fundraising events are as follows: 
  

 

Sutton Walk of Hope on Saturday July 14th starting at 10am. 

5km or 10 km walk in the park. 

Registration near Visitors' Centre by Town Gate. 

  

Malverns Walk of Hope on Saturday 13th October starting at 10am. 

4.5 miles - moderately easy. 

Registration and start from car park near Beacon Road in Upper 
Wyche Village. 

  

Top Brass Concert at Sutton URC on Thursday 1st November at 

7.30pm. 

(Birmingham Citadel Salvation Army band) 

Tickets £5.50 in advance, £6 on the door. Includes refreshments. 

  

Christmas Celebration with the Alcester Male Voice Choir on Saturday 

December 1st at 7pm 

Venue: Wylde Green URC 

Tickets £6 in advance, £6.50 on the door. Includes refreshments. 
For sponsor forms or tickets see Gill Carmell 

  

The Leprosy Mission ’s Festival of Flowers in association with and at 

Southwark Cathedral;  23rd to 26th August; Theme: ’Transformation’. 

Design leader Mig Kimpton’s ‘Eye of Wonder’ is eight ft. high by 12 

ft! Tickets from  LM’s national  website  or  call +44 (0)1733 370505 . 

 

NB. I have a rather well worn copy of the Victoria Hislop novel " The 

Island"  for anyone who wishes to borrow it. The story revolves around 

the island of  Spinalonga - Greece's former leper colony and movingly 

portrays the spirit of   survival of the outcasts.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

The Guild is now on summer break.  We return in September to 

the Parlour at 2:15 p.m.   A warm welcome is extended to all.   

The Fellowship is now closing for the summer holidays, after a 

very successful few months of speakers and enjoyable evenings 

Please see the advanced notice about the Ploughman’s lunch on 

13th October. 

For your diary our Autumn meetings start on 18th September with 

‘Jam and Jerusalem. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
These will take place as usual during July 10:30 am every Friday, 

in the Parlour .  During August please listen for notices in 

church .  We’re back at the usual time and place in September.  

All are very welcome. 

July 11th  Coffee evening at the home of Thelma 

August 8th  Coffee evening at the home of Joyce  

Thank you 

A big thank you to everyone who supported this year’s 

Summer Fair. Donations of money, goods and support 

were most gratefully received.  Also a big thank you to 

all those who worked so hard on the Friday and Satur-

day.  A total of £1,100 was raised. Well done.  



 

 

Obituary  
 

The funeral of Bill Allen from Mason Cottages who died on May 24th  

has taken place.   

 

The service, on Friday 8th June,  was conducted by Rev Graham 

Sweeney at Erdington United Reformed church, followed by a private 

ceremony at Sutton Coldfield Crematorium.  

Donations were made to the John Taylor Hospice, Erdington. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his widow Pat and the family. 

 

 

Fellowship report by Judith Ratcliffe  

 

On 15th May Mrs Everitt gave a wonderful talk about the Stafford-

shire millennium embroideries which she undertook on her own.  
There are 11 panels about 3ft x 2ft completely covered with embroi-

dery – it works out about 23 ft. long. 

 
It gives the complete history of Staffordshire for 1,000 years, and is 

a fantastic work of art, for which Mrs Everitt got the MBE from 

Prince Charles.  She and her husband Peter brought the portraits with 
them of Anne Boleyn and King Henry 8th.  They were amazing.  All 

in embroidery.  The embroideries are housed in the Heritage Centre 

in Lichfield. 

 
Fellowship Jubilee Garden Party 

About 28 people sat in the lounge , as the rain kept falling! A beauti-

fully decorated lounge with a table laden with a wonderful selection 
of jubilee cakes.  In the centre was a square cake decorated in fruit, 

the flag of Great Britain .David made the cake; Well done, it looked 

and tasted fantastic. 



We had a lovely chatty evening  with a raffle and many prizes.  Thank 
you very much Pam and David for the kind invitation to share your 

home with us .  Pity we didn’t get to see your lovely gardens. 

 

Meanwhile the Guild  had a combined  bring and buy and  quiz which 
was good fun and we practically sold out.   

 

The Guild day out was to Bridges restaurant near Worcester , with a  
stop at Webbs for coffee and a browse . We enjoyed a lovely meal 

then a ‘Salute to the London Palladium’.   ‘Danny La Rue’ opened the 

entertainment  and we ‘saw’  Nat King Cole, Dean Martin, Sinatra, 
Sammy Davis Jnr. and other wonderful singers.  Maisie and Thelma 

went head to head in ‘Play your cards Right’. We were  really not sure 

who won.   

Our hosts at the Bridge  were  Lee Perry and MC Paul Godhead.  
Well done lads. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Olympic journeys  
 

 
 

Sorry Sylvia  

I couldn’t 
resist putting 

in this one 

of you bat-

ting.. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Our Hugh  Is A Born Winner 
 

 

The King’s Bounty 
 

On the 11th April 1948 at Birmingham Maternity Hospital, my mother 

gave birth to triplets – 3 boys John (3lbs 12 ozs), Jim (4lbs 14ozs) 
and myself – Hugh (5lbs).  John who was christened by the hospital 

chaplain, survived for only two days. 

 

Many of you may not be aware, but it was customary at the time for 
the reining Monarch to grant a payment of one guinea for each child 

of a multiple birth above two.  

 
 The guineas known as the King’s Bounty were given each time tri-

plets and quads were born in the British Empire.  These grants were 

originally begun by Queen Victoria in 1849, and the payment of the 
Bounty lasted until 1957. 

 



 

Between 1936 and 1957 the King’s Bounty was paid to 19 sets of 
quads and 1, 451 sets of triplets. 

 

 
Hugh MacGregor. 



 
 

An Olympic entrant can mean so much to the poorest countries. The 

reports of the experience show dreams can be achieved, can stimu-
late ideas, business, open doors for a person to study and start a life 

contributing to the progress of their country. 

 

Some church members got an early taste of the energy involved in 
the Olympics sports over the Diamond Jubilee weekend. Trinity 

players where Helen England is a member invited them to their cele-

bration.  The rain led  to parlour games.  These included  such well 

known? delights as —pass the matchbox on your nose? There was 
the orange under the chin, the balloon team game , egg and spoon 

race round the house carrying the spoon in your mouth, statues and 

musical chairs.  
 

Rebekkah, Dot Hodges’ granddaughter  does synchronized swim-

ming and Hilary and David Bedford’s  baby granddaughter is as mo-

bile in the water as on land.  Teenager Tashora is conquering her 
mountains via education.  

Good luck Tashora. 
 

 
By the way Brian Roberts wants to  

give the bridge club new energy so 

 contact him  if  you  are  interested 
in playing. Session winners get to 

keep   this trophy for a time.  

 
 

 

Wishing all the Olympic teams good luck and Happy 50th,Jamaica  - 

(Jamaica’s 50th anniversary of Independence this year). 
 



 

An Olympic journey from Afghanistan 

 

An Erdington woman is dreaming of a work future  for herself and other 

women using the traditional crafts of a country we currently associate with 
war, but was once  famous for its crafts. 

Fareeda Hazara is widely travelled but unfortunately not by choice.  

 

She was born in Ghazni 

in Afghanistan but her 

family were suffering 

such hardship that when 

she was a baby they 

moved to Iran.  Life for 

the immigrants was not 

easy there either and now 

she, her husband and 
child are in Britain hop-

ing to be blessed. Alt-

hough she is once again 

starting life from scratch 

she sees a future.  

 

 

Erdington Library was proud to exhibit Fareeda’s needlework. She says the 

traditional designs and methods she has learnt from her mother, who she 

says is now suffering health problems back home.    

 
Fareeda came to Eng-

land in 2010 and start-

ed learning English 

last September.  The 

early months were 

lonely but she occu-

pied herself with her 

needlework.  A huge 

white tablecloth, intri-

cately patterned, took 

her a whole year to 

complete. Smaller 
works(as left)  took 

from two weeks up-

wards.  She works 

straight onto the material, without pattern or drawing of the ancient designs. 



‘You just do it with your mind.  

It takes very intensive concentra-

tion.  Afghan women have a very 

peaceful mind , very wonderful 

mind but Afghanistan  at the 
moment is not a good place for 

women’.  

 

The young woman wants to help 

Afghan women in Erdington 

who are lonely and isolated, and 

they like her idea  ‘Making a 

business is expensive and I do 

not have money now but I will 

try. We could adapt in a modern way perhaps – even mobile phone covers!’   

  

She has worked tablecloths, cushions, shawls, clothes and rugs. Two  years 

ago she won top prize at a festival in Hanover in Germany and she has 

shown  at embassies,  the UN, and UNHCR the United Nations Refugee 

Agency. 

  

Fareeda has   a business management degree.   Her husband is supportive .  

She’s desperately wants to help her Mum and is  determined to build a good 

future.   

 
Fareeda will be delighted at invitations and outlets to show her work.  She 

can be contacted via Erdington Library, or the ESOL department of the 

Edwards Rd campus.  



Do keep your contributions coming.  Graham I am encouraged by your 

praise. It is good to share and enjoy fellowship and outreach with our local 

community. 

 

Please note our new EURC website address overleaf.  
 

Enjoy your summer and  you are assured a warm welcome at Holly Lane.  

 
Erdington United Reformed Church 

 

Harvest  Lunch 
 

 

 

Sunday 16th September  

 at 12 noon  

 

 

 
 

 

Come and  enjoy a delicious hot meal.  

 

 

Price £6.00 
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