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Dear friends, 

 
Happy New Year!  I think I can still say those words, it is after all 

still only 7 January as I write this.  But my thoughts are also else-

where and when you get to read this we will have already entered 

another season, or be close to it, of the Christian Year ~ Lent.  Easter 
falling as early as it does this year means that Lent starts early too 

and so soon after Christmas and Epiphany.  No sooner do we get one 

season of the Christian year over and another falls straight into its 
place.   Maybe that is why I for one already feel that the year is rac-

ing ahead. 

 
Lent is that period of the year used to reflect on faith and life in gen-

eral with a view to preparing for Easter.  It is a good time to step 

back and take stock, to reflect on how well we are doing, or not, in 

our relationship with the Living God who accompanies us on our life 
journey. 

 

The season begins, of course, with services of Ashing.  A symbolic 
marking of heads with the mark of the cross in ash made by burning 

last year’s palm crosses; thus completing the circle from one year to 

the next. 

 
The words used in the ashing service ‘from dust you came and unto 

dust you will return’ remind us of the circle of life.  We are born and 

we move ever forward to the time when we will die.  As I grow  

The Study 
 

January 2013 
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The flowers in our Church for February have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
There are still some vacant dates on the flower rota, which is in the porch.  Please 

sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

 

Feb 3rd  P Allen 

Feb 10th  M McDermott 

Feb 17th   D Hodges 

Feb 24th   V Bates  

older I reflect on that more and more.  It is not that I am worried 
about death,  it has more to do with how I have used life.  That brings 

me immediately back to the helpful time of lent and its reflection 

period. 

 
It is good to reflect at times, to take stock and to change direction if 

there needs to be a change.  All of that takes courage too.  As we take 

the time to do this our companion God, through the power of his 
Spirit draws ever closer with his love and support.   

 

Scripture reminds us that when ‘we draw close to God, he draws 
close to us’.  So I would encourage you to spend time during Lent 

doing just that.  Let the power of our companion God lead you in 

your reflections and journey with you in the coming season and be-

yond into the life of Easter joy. 
 

I remain as always your friend and minister. 

 
Graham J Sweeney. 
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2013  

 Fri 1st    10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 3rd 10.30am  Family Worship led by Ms Jo Bull who is a mem-
ber of Sutton Coldfield URC 

Fri 8th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sat 9th  4pm  Afternoon Charity Concert  (See opposite page) 

Sun 10th   10.30am  Family worship led by our Minister Rev Graham 

Sweeney 

Wed 13th  9.30am  Service of Ashing 

Fri 15th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 17th 10.30am  Family worship including Holy 
Communion and prayers for  

healing led by our Minister. 

Fri 22nd  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 24th   10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Michael Derrick who 
is a member of Banners Gate Community 

Church. 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

Worship the Lord 

In the splendour 

Of his holiness 



 5 

 
Editors note  

 

Don’t miss this one. Vaughan sing everything from Bach to the 

Beatles, from ballads and rock and roll through to more tradi-

tional classical and liturgical music.   

 As for the Recorder Orchestra, such is the enthusiasm for the 

music that players come from as far afield as Yorkshire and 

Bedfordshire.    We are thankful to the two groups who are do-

nating the  money raised  to our church. 
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Here I am with a recorder 

which is well over 2 metres 

long.  

What’s more I can testify that the 
instruments not only sound  heav-

enly ,  they are amazing to look at. 

 

Junior church 
  The family by Emilio 

Thanks is due once again to young Emilio .  This time for this beau-

tiful picture of a family, with Dad to the left, baby wearing a nappy 
next, then a young boy—it’s not a self portrait by the way, because 

this little boy has freckles, and Emilio is freckle free.  Completing 

the happy family is Mum, and their pet dog, with stick and no doubt 
his favourite bone.   

 

Emilio’s added to his church duties too.  He is our official assistant 
Steward and will  help the offerings collectors to do the job. 

 

Meanwhile our  older young people are currently working on new 

ideas.  More will be revealed in the coming months.. 
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 Women’s World Day Of Prayer  

Service               
    (International and Interdenominational) 

 
 
 

 

Friday 1st March 2013 at 2pm  at 

George Rd Baptist Church, Erdington  
 

Theme :‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me’ 
. 

 
This year the women of France have prepared the service.  Alt-

hough organized and led by women this is essentially a day of pray-

er for everybody as we demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters 

and brothers in other countries 
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 Present, Past and Future, by Laurence Holmes 
 

 I  first came to Holly Lane out of curiosity, having not really been to 

church before.  Although Christian, my parents have never actively 
expressed their faith by attending church regularly.  However, for 

quite some time I began to think that there must be more to life; that 

something was lacking which could not be fulfilled by material pos-
sessions alone. I wanted to re-acquaint myself with the teachings of 

Christianity and to express the values with which I have been 

brought up and hold dear.  

  
I do sometimes think that my generation has lost its way and needs a 

sense of direction. The media doesn’t help, propagating the myth that 

material wealth brings happiness or that using the latest technology 
matters more than the art of simple conversation. But it’s the little 

things that really matter, like spending time with our families, know-

ing our neighbours, doing a kind deed for someone we may not 
know and looking after the area we live in.  I think the Church is rel-

evant to all of this and more.    

 

 
I have 

fond 

memories 
of grow-

ing up in 

Erdington 
and re-

member 

Holly 

Lane well 
as my 

mum 

would 
take my 

brother and I to playgroup which was held weekly in the church hall, 

and latterly to Beavers and Cubs.  
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It does give me a sense of nostalgia to come to the church after all 
those years, but also a sense of belonging because this is the area I 

can truly call home.  After living in and around London for many 

years, I was more than ready to make the move back to Brum last 

year and am enjoying living back in Erdington.  Already, I am mak-
ing so many friends at Holly Lane and really enjoy catching up with 

everyone at our weekly service.  

  
My job as a town planning consultant means I always have an eye for 

detail when it comes to our buildings and the local environment. 

 
I favour 

traditional 

buildings 

generally 
because I 

like the 

symmetry, 
detailing 

and crafts-

manship 
that are 

typically 

displayed 

in their 
architec-

ture, which in turn creates a sense of richness and interest in the built 

environment. Such qualities are often lacking from modern buildings, 
where the words ‘contemporary’ and ‘sustainable’  are routinely used 

to describe a style that is really nothing more than the result of ‘value 

engineering’.   

  
Here in Erdington, we have a real mix of buildings and architectural 

styles.  A favourite is mine are the Station Road cottages which were 

painstakingly restored by the Birmingham Conservation Trust in the 
early 1990s.  Who would believe that these lovely buildings were 

once destined for demolition! These are typical of the type of build-

ings that enrich our local area and, like our church, promote a sense 
of understanding of its history.  
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially welcome.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

Feb14th  Susan Yates Holiday slides 

Feb 28th  Val Preece – Pearl workers 

Feb 5th   Mr Bath – National Memorial Arboretum 

Feb 19th  Fish and Chip Supper  

March 5th Mr Lewis – David’s 2012 Walk  

Thank you from Hugh 
 

On behalf of my brother Jim, and sister Helen, I would like to ex-

press our sincere thanks for cards and letters of sympathy received; 
following the death of our sister Jean. 

 

We are grateful for your kind thoughts and prayers, which have been 
of great comfort and support at this time. 

 

Hugh MacGregor 
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Kay Hodgetts (back row centre)  from Ronald McDonald 

House charity received cheque for £600 from EURC. 

 

Maintenance notes  
 

The circulation pump for the heating system was replaced in Decem-
ber (along with the boiler being serviced) and hopefully you are 

more comfortable now the church is much warmer.  The finance for 

the pump was made available following a recent bequest to the 
church. 

 

There are some cleaning jobs around the church which have already 

been identified, i.e. kitchen and parlour.  Any other areas (inside or 
out) please write in the maintenance book in the kitchen before end 

of February so that a Saturday working party can be arranged for 

March. 
 

Thank you, 

David and John 
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Foodbank Update 

 
The steering group which includes our Minister reports that progress 
is continuing.  Funding from the local churches has been confirmed. 

The group has visited Aston and Nechells foodbank which has been 

going for 3 years and met with organizers.  The steering group found 

out that   80% of referrals to the Aston and Nechells project come 
from the Erdington area so it is clear there is a need.   

Boys brigade & Girls Association 

 
Don’t forget Unwanted Items, even tattered clothes and fabrics can be 
made use of by the B B and Girls Association. They find ways of re-

cycling everything, and this helps them provide jobs, training and 

work experience for young people, and helps save the planet.  

 

(Elizabeth, Maisie with, at right,  Anne Reaney from the organi-

zation’s Anchor shop in Erdington’s Central  Square arcade, 

with precious black bags full of our cast offs.  
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             Save the children   
 

Thanks to your generosity we once again met our fundraising target.  

Do please continue to collect for this charity. We accept any denomi-

nation at any time throughout the year when you can spare it. We 
have a new collecting tin  at the back of the church, or  donations can  

be passed on to Lynda or Maisie. Once again thank you on behalf of 

the children and young people we endeavour to help in a small way.  
 Maisie. 

                                      Christian Aid  has joined a new alliance to            
                                       launch IF, Enough Food For Everyone  cam- 

                                       paign. As the  UK becomes 2013 head of G8                                                                                                                          

                                       the Alliance believes even without an  

increase in aid funding there can be enough food to feed the world.   
 

Meanwhile Christian Aid is encouraging us to  ‘Count Your Bless-

ings’ during lent;  take  five minutes at the same time every day to 
reflect and pray, and set aside a token amount of money  representa-

tive of the things you have which others do not. They suggest 

themed weeks,  like: A week for education starting Ash Wednesday. 
 

More than 120 million young people globally can’t read. This makes 

it more likely that they will struggle to make their way out of pov-

erty. Celebrate the power of reading  by passing on your favourite 
book to a friend. Write down one new thing that you have learned at 

school today and say a prayer of thanks for your teacher.           

Christian Aid week this year will be May 12th -18th. 

Would anyone like to review this 
austerity book?  Please see Vera.  

Thank you.  Ed 
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Fellowship Review  by Judy Ratcliffe 

 

We finished off 2012 with a jolly Christmas party.  Everyone brought 

something to share and we all had a good supper.  We held a raffle 
with lots of prizes. 

 

We will let you know details from our  AGM  held on January 15 th 
next month. 

 

Meetings start at 7.45pm on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month.  All 

are welcome  

Extending the Joy of baby Jesus 
 

Last Christmas I determined to extend the joy  we look for and find 

in the season.  So at this time after the  birth  we would all still be 

cooing over a new baby, glorying in it’s beauty, the tiny fingers and 
toes, and generally interested in the new parents and child and their 

progress.  One of our congregation has just become a gran again – 

Congratulations Mrs A, and to anyone else who has a new baby in 

the family .   

Below: Church on Christmas Day 2012,  including  visitors  
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In Jesus’ case though my musings are going awry, this month as 
anniversaries go we move on substantially into his life, and difficul-

ties one can scarcely bear to contemplate.   

Yet  there is ‘beauty’ in it all.  The beauty of LOVE, Jesus being for 

us in love, for love, for us, and confirming God’s love for us forever.  

Sunshine States with the Guild 

 
 

 
So Nigel Crowther told the Guild..  He is one of   2 visitors to the 

Guild in recent  months whose talks were about  wonderful sunshine 

states.   
 

When  Nigel Crowther revisited  Australia it was to relive a   child-

hood adventure.  60 years ago when his Dad won a 3 year contract 

to work in Australia his family moved to Melbourne.  Nigel was 6 
and remembers his brother celebrated  his 2nd birthday on the ship 

going there. Though it was exciting for young Crowther his   grand-

parents grieved and blamed Dad for taking everyone away.  But  the 

Beautiful cockatoo, In some 

parts of Australia  they are 

the equivalent of our pi-

geons in numbers, where 

they are seen and behav-

iour.    

 

Prayer  

 
Please pray especially for the younger members of our church as 

they step out in faith on life’s journey.  We pray also for the young-

er members of our wider community that they may enjoy life in all 
it’s fullness.  Lord help us to cherish your world  and appreciate 

and care for all generations of our families.  In Jesus name.  Amen 
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family did come back to the UK when grandma became terminally 
ill and were blessed to see her for the further year she survived.  

 

 In recent years Nigel’s Uncle Billy offered Nigel some old letters 

which turned out to be ones his Mum had written to her parents to 
try and reassure and comfort them. He hopes to turn this whole sto-

ry into a book.  

 
Nigel’s journey from the UK included a much enjoyed stopover in 

Hong Kong and Singapore.  He had wanted to experience Singa-

pore and it did not disappoint. He even went to the famous Raffles 
Hotel .  He continued the flight over Indonesia, the Indian Ocean 

and down to Perth   in western Australia. His childhood journey by 

sea in  November 1951 had taken them through the Red Sea and 

Aden   and finally down to Freemantle in Australia.  . 
 

Last year Nigel walked around Perth and took in it’s wonderful 

landmarks which include the Bell Tower containing bells which 
were once in London’s St Martin’s in the Fields church. He finally 

completed a special part of the journey in memory of his parents;  a 

boat trip to Fremantle  which is on the Indian Ocean.  
 

Nigel found his old home  in Melbourne, and his old school.  He 

remembers seeing the Queen go past when she came through  the 

area on a Commonwealth tour in 1953. 
 

In his memory the Melbourne of the 50’s was not as ‘posh’ as it is 

today but those early days for him were happy.  He’ll be telling the 
Guild more about his adventures soon. So catch him there.   

Taking in Tanzania with Elizabeth Walker.   
 

There’s recently been a campaign by Seven Natural Wonders, based 

in the United States, to determine the 7 Natural Wonders of Africa. 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and other 
experts from around the world voted. Tanzania was among the win-

ners and is going to be home to at least one of the 7 Natural Won-

ders of Africa.  



 17 

 

 
Elizabeth Walker has long held a great attachment to Tanzania in  

East Africa having worked for 12 years in a hospital there in the 

1970’s and 80’s. She lived in Northern Tanzania at the foot of world 
famous mountain Kilimanjaro.  

 

Returning there in 2012 Elizabeth found some great changes but 
much was just the same as she remembered.  She revisited . the Kil-

imanjaro Christian Medical Centre and it’s beautiful hospital chapel 

used by different denominations for services. She visited 3 projects 

a friend is involved in.  A good many of Elizabeth’s pictures have a 
water tank somewhere in the frame.   

 

Though Tanzania has not 1 but 2 rainy seasons, a long one and a 
short one,  the country is still very dry and water is  one of it’s most  

and precious commodities. Collecting and storing it therefore is vi-

tal.  For a more reliable electricity supply  some properties, includ-

ing the hospital now have solar panels. 
 

Elizabeth visited friends on the beautiful coast and in the mountains.  

She also visited a primary and kindergarten schools. Education is in 
English, their 2nd language, their  first  is Swahili and computer use 

gives an even bigger  drive to teach in English .  There are no disci-

pline problems, the children see it as a privilege to go to school. 
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Fun Kid’s Quotes  
 

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES & SUCKLINGS!! 

LOT'S  WIFE 

 
 

The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked 

back and turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted,  
 

"My Mommy looked back once while she was driving," he an-

nounced  triumphantly, "And she turned into a telephone  pole!" 

 

DID  NOAH FISH? 

 

A Sunday  school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did 
a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ?" 

 

"No," replied Johnny. "How could he, with just two worms.  
 

Donated by Elizabeth McMahon from her files. 

 

Tanzania’s main crop is coffee and bananas are important too. Tan-
zania has a great many needs, and the country’s aid friends include 

many like Elizabeth, who help in what ever way they can,  even  

returning as volunteers  in retirement . One thing Elizabeth says she 

realised is that overseas donors give money for new equipment but 
not for repairs, so there is a lot of broken equipment which could be 

repaired by resourceful local people. For example they made home 

made incubators for babies which work well in the hospital.  Facili-
ties are challenged, but there is innovation. Elizabeth also found a 

strong Christian community.  Elizabeth’s   visit to Tanzania was  a 

wonderful journey of rediscovery.  
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Thanks to all contributors and I look forward to more. You are  
always welcome  at Holly Lane.   See you soon, Editor ‘SMILER’. 

 

 

FROM  THE PLAYERS  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our last production “An In-
spector Calls”.  We had appreciative full houses every night, which 

makes for a rewarding experience all round. 

 

We’re already in rehearsal for the next play, a comedy by Derek 

Benfield called “Off the Hook”, so why not join us, forget your 
worries and laugh with and at The Players for a  couple of hours. 

 

The date – 20th – 23rd March 

 

The Place – The Church Hall. 

 

See you there. 

 
June M Roberts 
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