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Dear Friends, 

 

Happy New Year!  As I write we are already in the middle of January.  I hope 

you all enjoyed your Christmas celebrations, whatever you did.  For some the 
celebrations seem a long time ago now.  But though the Christmas period 

comes to an end, our journey continues.  Unlike Herod, for whom Jesus was a 

threat, we seek to find the Christ child in the faces of those who turn to us in 

need.  We follow the star of God’s word and our homage is the service we 

render our brothers and sisters.  And as we journey our companion God jour-

neys with us. 

 

Christmas is not just a day… it’s a season; perhaps more importantly it’s an 

event in world history that lasts forever.  God chose to become like us and to 

live the same life as us.  We thank God for Jesus; we seek to see the Word 

made flesh reflected in those lives we touch. 

 
It was a delight to welcome Melody and Carl into church membership on the 

second Sunday of January and at the same time to baptise Emilio.  In Febru-

ary we will celebrate with Alexander and Lewis as they come for baptism.  

Such a great way to start a new year. 

 

I have been thinking about names most recently as a result of such celebra-

tions.  Their meanings, why we were given the name we were etc.  One pow-

erful thought struck me and I share this with you as I draw this letter to a 

close.  No matter what the meaning of our name; no matter why we were giv-

en the name we were, that name is firmly in the heart of God as a result of all 

we have just celebrated.  He would not have become incarnate if he didn’t 
think we were worth it.   

 

I remain as always your friend and minister 

 

Graham J Sweeney. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR  FEBRUARY 2012  

Fri 3rd 10.30 am Coffee morning 

Sun 5th 10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Michael Derrick who is a 

member of Banners Gate Community Church 

Fri 10th   10.30am 
 

Coffee morning 

Sun 12th 10.30 am  Family worship led by our  minister Rev Graham 

Tues 14th  7.30pm  Men’s supper club 

Fri 17th  10.30am   Coffee morning 

Fri 17th  7.30pm  Cheese and wine evening at the home of the Bed-

ford’s 

Sun 19th 10.30am  Family worship including  

communion and prayers for  

healing led by our minister  

Wed 22nd  9.30am   Ashing service to begin the season of Lent 

Fri 24th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 26th  10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Gerard Goshawk who is 

minister of Six Ways Baptist Church. 

The Cross – The 

World’s 

Greatest symbol 

Of Love 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



 
The flowers in our Church for February   have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

Feb 5th  M. McDermott  

Feb 12th   P. Allen  

Feb 19th  Guild 

Feb 26th  R. Alliband 

Health and Wellbeing  

 
This month all over the world as is the fashion people are putting a special 

emphasis on love.  Just  think of that lovely hymn ‘What a Friend we have in 

Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear’ (Text: Joseph M. Scriven/ Music: 

Charles C. Converse) ; a favourite at our earlier healing services I seem to 

remember.   
 

Many among us have needed more than ever to grasp the hand of faith and 

hang on as we have struggled through health trials this past year and it is see-

ing people through to coping better however God answers our prayers and to 

steady recovery of spirit, mind and body.   

 

Our church elders and friends have reported that those who are not yet back at 

church, miss being in the sanctuary to worship, and we too miss and continue 

to pray for you.  We know that God loves us, Jesus sacrificed himself for us : 

– ‘greater love hath no man…’ John 15:13  

and we have the holy spirit in us.  We are surrounded by love. 

 
The old Testament Exodus 15: 26: (see also 23:25)says : ‘I am the lord that 

healeth thee....’ (KJ version), 

and what’s nice is we can still cuddle up to our teddy bears!  We continue to 

pray that our faith will make us all whole. Amen. 



  

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service  
 

Friday 2nd March at 2.00 pm at  

Erdington Methodist Church, Station Rd   
 

 

Theme:  ‘LET JUSTICE PREVAIL’ 
 

This year the women of  Malaysia  have prepared the service.  Although or-

ganized and led by women this is essentially a day of prayer for everybody as 

we demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters and brothers in other coun-

tries . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Woman's World Day of Prayer 

  

Due to the fact that circumstances have prevented me attending W.W.D.P. 

meeting ( so far I have found no one to take over from me ) Holly Lane 

will not be participating in the service this year, but that does not stop us 
from attending. I do hope you will be there. 

 

 

Maisie Russell 



Junior church – It’s lovely! (Well it goes nicely with this month’s theme) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Juniors in action : Seren lights an advent  candle helped by Joe Blackburn, 

while Emilio waits his turn. 

  
As you will have read earlier Junior Church  got off to a great start  with 

Emilio being baptised and further more he witnessed his mum and her part-

ner become members of our church on the same day.  It was clearly a day 

Emilio very much enjoyed and appreciated.  He stayed with the body of the 

church in the sanctuary for the whole service, letting the younger ones go out 

to the Junior church session.  Here are some comments from those who wit-

nessed Emilio’s special day.  

 

‘It was a good service; lots of friends were there to witness it’. ‘Excellent’ 

‘Very good’ ‘I thought it was a lovely service’   ‘He was well briefed and 

replied confidently and looked lovely in collar and tie’ 

‘He got a certificate’ 
‘He was very well behaved, very respectful and did his responses well.’ 

‘I was impressed he stayed in for the whole service to enjoy the whole thing.’ 

His mum Melody and partner Carl were made members at the same time and 

all 3 were supported by members of the family, which was nice’. 

Father we pray for our children .  We pray   that as Jesus said ‘suffer the 

little children to come to me’ – that children all over the world are Blessed.  

That the terrible burdens so many suffer, from trafficking to hunger, from 

disease to lack, homelessness, fear, lack of education, that those in pain and 

under duress are relieved. We pray for all children to enjoy the glory of life, 
your love and protection now and always.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 



Time for a new Young People’s Fellowship 

 

 

Where has this come from? 

Inspiration came as we reminisced about 
church life .  

 

Who is it for? 

The age group cannot today be rigid but it 

is the younger adults in our congregation . 

 

(Left -Youthful Inspiration                                                                     

from an old Young People’s Fellowship 

magazine. ) 

 

Why is it in this edition now? 

 
This editor thinks it was great, look at all 

that energy in the activities in the cartoon.  

Phew!  and why not give our younger 

adults some ‘me time’. It’s the loving thing to do.  This is the magazine’s 

love edition remember.   

 

Who says so ?  

 

The editor. (She’s bossy this edition isn’t she!) 

 

Young People’s Fellowship  still sounds good today.  As our regular readers 
will know YPF magazine provided some great archive information for the 

anniversary of the Erdington Congregational Church building last year. YPF 

was about  the lives, concerns, interests, social life and, achievements of the 

church’s younger generation.   

 

Though fashions have changed we still have young adults in church and they 

are choosing faith as their rock.   

 

So hello to you young things, I hope in due course we can maybe develop  

some activities/items of specific interest to you here.  In the meantime be 

encouraged as you steer you way, and guide babies, tots and young’uns 

through life.  God bless us all. 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stat-

ed.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

New members are very welcome.  We start at 7.45pm on  the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

 

MEN’S SUPPER CLUB 
 

The Supper Club Meeting is on Tuesday 14th February at 7.30pm.   

Look forward to seeing you. 

 

John McMahon 

 

Feb 9th     The Boys Brigade – Anne Reaney 

Feb 7th    David’s 2011 walk 

Feb 21st  Beetle drive 

 

 

Feb 23rd     To be confirmed 

Happy New Year 
When we met on the 9th February please bring along a black bag containing treasures 
you no longer require and our speaker that day Anne Reaney, representing The Boys 
Brigade will make excellent use of them for this valuable charity.  Wishing you all a 

Happy and Peaceful 2012 

Thelma 



Save the Children –THANK YOU Church 

 
How could I have ever doubted you. Thanks to your help we did meet our 

2011 target  with a little over to help kick-start 2012.  Please continue to 

collect for this charity. We accept any denomination at any time through-

out the year when you can spare it. Once again thank you on behalf of the 

children and young people we endeavour to help in a small way. 

 

Maisie Russell  

Buttons Wanted  

 

Could you spare any Red or Green Buttons please?  Any shape, any size 

for craft project for the Christmas Fayre.  Many thanks. 

 
Judith Ratcliffe 

  

PDSA   
 

Just a quick reminder that I continue to take used postage stamps as well as  

old, clean sheets and towels to the Aston  PDSA hospital.  A few people 
regularly place used stamps in the purple box in the porch and for that  I 

thank them. 

  

Gill  Carmell 

Hand towels Wanted 

 

We have had a sudden run on bathroom hand towels and are now very short 

of them. We would love some donations please.   

 
Thank You 

Grace Hamblin 

Wanted –  

Enthusiastic volunteers for proposed small and easy media project at 

church re big events this year. Special interests and talents of your young-

ster’s I’ve met would be ideal.  See Vera G. for more info.  

 



Vera’s views and reviews  
 

Members of Mount Zion Church were 

our guests at our carol service and 

along with other visitors we re lived  

those great accounts of the nativity and 

sang our hearts out.  

Happily neither we nor Mount Zion 
were shy about raising our voices in 

song and that included our ministers.  

The Mount Zion Minister also con-

ducted one of the prayers.  With our  

christingles we formed a circle of can-

dlelight  and with our numbers so swelled the spirit of Christmas really came 

alive .     

 

Many thanks to all the children who sent in their drawings (especially Louis) 

and to the adults who also contributed materials . Sarah Bedford provided the 

music via her guitar for our Christmas day service.  It earned her round of 

applause.   The Churches Together outdoor carol service also warmed our 
hearts and  last month worshippers  teamed up again for a Taize Service held 

at Erdington Methodist Church, marking this year’s Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity.  

 

 

Congratulations 

Last autumn I mentioned the  

excellent writers’ retreat held at 

Erdington Library, hosted by 

creative writing group Pens of 

Erdington and led by poet and all 
round creative person Jan Watts.   

 

 

 

Jan is now Birmingham’s new poet laureate.  So many, many congratulations 

to her.  In our photograph Jan is standing alongside Roy MacFarlane last 

year’s poet Laureate who opened the event and was keynote speaker. It’s ex-

cellent news about Jan and another sign of the great quality of events and of-

ferings from Erdington Library. Please support the campaign to keep our li-

brary. God willing we will have much to celebrate during the year.   Do 

please continue to send your contributions for our magazine. They are very 
welcome. 

 



New Year service  

 

What a lovely way to welcome in the New Year – joining forces with Pype 

Hayes URC. 

 
We were warmly welcomed into a room at the back of the church.  It was 

quite a squeeze as more people arrived.  Bob Ash took the service and the 

sermon was entitled ‘oneness’ which was quite appropriate as the two 

churches joined into one to worship together.  We enjoyed coffee and mince 

pies and a natter afterwards. 

Peter Murphy thought it would be a good idea to make it a regular occurrence 

each new year.   

 

Judy Ratcliffe 

 Leprosy Mission—THANK YOU 

  

Yet again I write to thank all of you who supported vital work of the Leprosy 

Mission during 2011. The total raised was £584.50, which was made up of 

donations and sponsorship for walks in Sutton Park and the Malvern hills. 
We may be few in number, but generous in spirit and ever keen to share what 

we have to improve the lives of those less fortunate.  Anyone wishing to be-

come a regular or occasional supporter should see me.  I can supply you with 

a personal collecting box. 

 

Thank you. 

Gill Carmell  

 

From "The Players" 

 

 

First of all a big thank you to everyone who supported our recent production 
of "Rock Nativity" - including Grace Hamblin, Jo Turner and friends, who 

did their usual sterling work with Refreshments. Thanks, too, to Vera for her 

enthusiastic review in last month's paper! 

 

It was a new venture for Players to join up with members of Wade Street 

Church, including both their ministers  - one playing the part of the "baddy", 

Herod, and the other, one of the Shepherds - and to rehearse and then per-

form in the two different venues, first at Holly Lane and then in Lichfield, 

but what a rewarding and joyful experience it was!  

 



 

 

New friendships were formed, talents shared and a wonderful sense of 

Christian fellowship enjoyed by all. We were made to feel so welcome at 

Wade Street and we were delighted to be invited back to sing one of the 

numbers from the show at their carol service on Dec 19th. It truly brought 

to life - both on-stage and off - the essence of the Christmas Story and we 

all felt much richer in spirit for having taken part. Here's to more of the 

same at sometime in the future! 
 

We now look forward to our Spring production in the week ending March 

24th. Hopefully by the time you read this booking forms will be available 

and we thank you again in anticipation of your much-valued support. 

 

 

Best wishes 

 

June E Roberts (Treasurer) 
 

 

The Story of Mr Velu 
 

It happened thus: chatting at coffee morning Grace Hamblin was asked if 

she had every played the piano regularly. Swift as an arrow she veered off 

the subject saying: ooh you’ve got to mention Mr Velu a ‘terrific musician’ 

she said at both the old Congregational church and at our church. So we’ve 

been digging for news of Mr Velu, but Grace doesn’t escape. Has she’d 

ever played regularly? 

 

For 25 years Grace played for the beginners’ class at the Congregational.  

She’s been playing the piano since she was 16.   I’m sure there is more to 
her story but you know I do not like to pry.  But back to Mr Velu. The sim-

plest thing is to show you a Young People’s fellowship article which I do 

believe  was written by a notable church man Charles Surman with the ini-

tials C.A.S. 

 

Mr Velu (1920 – 2004) is still fondly remembered by people all over the 

world.  His musical arrangements are played widely and last year Birming-

ham Cathedral, where he was also organist,  included him in their prayers 

on the anniversary of his death .  You might also remember that he played a 

big role at our service of Union in 1972. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Private Wojtek, Soldier Bear  
 

This title sounds like fantasy and the 
style is historical fiction but it’s a real 

life story by Erdington writer and 

teacher Krystyna Mikula-Deegan.  It’s 

told from the viewpoint of her uncle 

and explores the experiences of sol-

diers, families and Wojtek the bear 

who served, yes served, in the same 

corps- the Polish 2nd Corps and 22nd 

Company (artillery) during the 2nd world war. The book came to my attention 

at Erdington Library, and that’s where I went to talk to Krystyna. 

 

Who was Wojtek and where does he fit into the story? 

Wojtek was an extraordinary Persian brown Bear.  The Polish soldiers in the 

Middle East bought him from a Persian boy who was on the point of starva-

tion and wanted to sell him.  The soldiers, named their new mascot Wojtek 

(pron.Voytek) the familiar form of Wojciech which means happy/smiling 

warrior because he always had a smile on his face. The devout men were to 

consider him a gift from God.  He boosted their morale, became their friend 

and a hero in the battle of Monte Cassino, one of the bloodiest ofWW2. 

 

So what particular aspects interested you? Although I was born in Bir-

mingham both my parents are Polish. I grew up with these stories which my 

family lived. As a young girl my mother would ask her brother about the 
black bear insignia on his jacket. Wojtek became one of the lads even sharing 

a drink and cigarette!  He went through adversity alongside them. The bear 

was literally terrified of the war at first but then he just followed the soldiers 

and he seemed to have human compassion. When he noticed a soldier looking 

down he would go and gently put a paw on him, or just sit silently with him.  

He was also very comical – and the girls loved him. But it is his heroism that 

has really gained the soldiers loyalty and gratitude. One day he saw the men 

loading trucks with ammunition. He went to the front and put his paws out. 

Warily the men put a load in his arms and he carried it, it meant the artillery 

could be loaded more quickly and it helped them to victory.  He became a 

look out for them too. Wojtek got his own name, rank, number, papers which 
enabled him to travel - the soldiers could not face abandoning him.  

 

To what extent were you interested in history before you came across this 

story? I’m glad to be able to give a positive view of Polish people.  We have 

a long history here, we’ve suffered but we get on with life. .  In the last war 

people  were transported to Siberian labour camps.  Eventually freed from 

those  they were transported to places around the world.  Most of my family 



ended up in Tanzania.  Other people went to Argentina, Canada, America, 

Australia, New Zealand and of course Great Britain. The Polish army re-

formed abroad and fought with the allies under the auspices of Britain.  

When the men were eventually demobbed many, including my uncle, ended 

up in resettlement camps in Scotland. People built new lives from there and 
became self supporting, like setting up Birmingham’s Polish Centre.  They 

literally shook cans on the streets to raise the funds for it; but there’ve been 

lots of warmth and funny incidents especially trying to learn English. 

 

My Mum came to Seighford resettlement camp in Stafford. Dad settled in 

Handsworth. They met at a dance. They found out that their older brothers 

had been friends in the army. Faith and trust in God got people through dur-

ing horrendous times in Polish history.  Those people during the war lived 

with the hope that all that would stop one day and one day they would be 

reunited and so it has happened. Faith is important, a big part of the Polish 

community.  Whatever else happens in life we can totally trust God.  I feel 

very lucky to have that faith. When things go wrong that’s a test – and don’t 
we call them testing times?  

 

What happened to the bear?  

 

 

 

 

 

Wojtek was demobbed to Scotland too and ended his days at Edinburgh zoo 

– then one of the most forward thinking institutions, so he was had good con-

ditions.– but he was distraught away from the soldiers and they felt the same.  
Poles started visiting him and he would recognize the language and perk up.  

Local people couldn’t believe Wojtek’s abilities until they saw for them-

selves.  He was a star.  The troops were heart broken when he died in the 

1960’s. It’s his 70th birthday this year. A bronze statue of him and his handler 

is being put up in Edinburgh, and there’ll to be one in Warsaw too.    

 

What’s the response been like to your first novel? 

Fantastic and  I have always wanted to have a book  in  Erdington library. I 

used it a lot as a child—it’s  part of my  heritage and upbringing . Staff here 

have been helpful, and best of all interested and have read the book.  They 

did the display . The pictures are from the Sikorski museum in London. 

Private Wojtek, Soldier bear by Krystyna Mikula-Deegan is published by 
Troubador  (troubador.co.uk/matador ) and is available from all good 

bookshops. You can see film of Wojtek on YouTube on the internet. 
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