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THE LORD IS RISEN!  
HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA! 

 

Dear friends, 

 
We have entered a new dawn.  The darkness of Good Friday and the 

silent waiting of Easter Saturday have gone.  It is now the dawn of 

resurrection.  What sort of morning were you expecting it to be? One 
ushered in with a blaze of glory accompanied by a fanfare of trum-

pets signifying a cosmic event beyond anything anyone could imag-

ine or describe.  Is the story of the resurrection a mystery to be ob-

served from a distance and with awe but with nothing else?  
Throughout Holy week we have used John’s gospel as the basis of 

our reflections and he continues his story now in Chapter 20 of an 

encounter in a garden.  In it, and through it, we are invited to look 
for the risen Christ in our everyday world. 

 

Read the story given to us by John and discover that Christ comes to 
us simply, quietly, without fanfare or flashes of light.  He is first 

mistaken for an ordinary man, a gardener.  He asks very simple, or-

dinary questions of Mary: ‘why are you weeping? Who are you 

looking for?’  Questions that do not shock or overwhelm, but ones 
that gently encourage her to a realisation of who it was that she has 

met in the garden that morning. 

 
The Study  

April 2013 
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The flowers in our Church for April have been donated by: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
There are still some vacant dates on the flower rota, which is in the porch.  
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

April 7th   V Gilbert 

April 14th   M McDermott 

April 21st   G Carmell 

April 28th   B Barnard 

Then in one more word, spoken in love, he calls her by name ‘Mary’.  
It is in this simplest and most personal way that she recognises his 

risen reality: ‘Rabbouni.’ 

 

It is in the ordinary moments, made extraordinary by the love of the 
one we seek, that we, too, will understand the mystery and know its 

reality in our lives. 

 
THE LORD IS RISEN!  

HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA! 

 
Stand, or sit still, for a few moments today and allow the Risen 

Christ to speak your name. 

 

I remain as ever your friend and minister 
Graham J Sweeney 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2013  

 Fri 5th    10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun  7th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Colin Hale who is a 
Lay Leader of Lodge Road URC 

Fri 12th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sun 14th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Hugh Macgregor  
and Mr Ian MacLaren.  Mr MacLaren is a mem-

ber of Duke St Chapel, Sutton Coldfield  

Fri 19th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 21st  10.30am  Family worship including 
Communion and Prayers for  

healing led by our Minister 

Rev Graham Sweeney. 

 

Fri 26th 10.30am 

7pm   

Coffee morning 
‘Fourth Friday Group’ at the manse 

 

Sun 28th   10.30am  Family worship led by Miss Su Bailey who is a 
member of Elmwood URC. 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 

Lord, may our words today 

Be full of kindness and compassion 

For others. 
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Emilio’s had an outstandingly important  appointment .  Last 

month he was a ring bearer at a wedding.  We understand that 

he did an excellent job.  I have been doing some research to find 

out a little more about this position in weddings.  

 

One story has it that in me-

dieval times the bride was 

presented with her wed-

ding ring on the tip of a 

sword! 

 

But an even older version 

says the ring bearer dates 

back to Egyptian times 

when the treasured jewels 

would be carried on a fab-

ulous pillow during wed-

ding ceremonies.   

 

 

However the role started, it 

is clear that a true  ring 

bearer has to be a responsi-

ble person, who takes the 

job seriously. 

 

Emilio carried out his duties with dignity and style and the bride 

and groom were very proud of him and pleased with him. 

 
 

 The Ring   bearer 
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If you are struggling to maintain feelings of grace, even gracious-
ness after a relaxing  Easter break, here’s a little something to help 

keep you going . 

 

Psalm 23 (For the Workplace – modern version)  
 
The Lord is my real boss, and I shall not want. 

He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. 

He gently reminds me to pray and do all things without  
murmuring and complaining.  

 

He reminds me that He is my source and not my job.  

He restores my sanity everyday and guides my decisions 
that I might honour him in all that I do. 

 

Even though I face absurd amounts of email, system 
crashes, unrealistic deadlines, budget cutbacks, gossiping 

co-workers, discriminating supervisors and an aging body  

that doesn’t cooperate every morning;  I still will not stop 
 – for He is with me! His presence, His peace, and His  

power will see me through. 

 

He raises me up, even when they fail to promote me.   
He claims me as his own, even when the company  

threatens to let me go.  His faithfulness and love is better 

than any bonus check. 
 

His retirement plan beats any £250K and State Pension there is! 

When it’s all said and done, I’ll be working for Him a  
whole lot longer, and for that 

 

I bless His Name! 

 
Author Unknown.  Donated by Rev Daniel Ramble, St Chads, Erd-

ington, from his files. 

Prayer:  Lord protect families in our local community and 

around the world.  Guide the hearts of   leaders and politi-

cians  in your ways.  For Jesus’ sake Amen. 
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How the money was spent:  Direct charitable activity 
=£80.9m ( 1, 2, 3 below )  

1:Emergencies £24.2m 

2: Long term development projects £45.6m 

3: Campaigning, advocacy,  education. £11.1m 

Fundraising: They spend 13p in every 
£1 to raise the next £1. 

£12.6m 

Governance £1.3m 

TOTAL Expenditure  £94.8m 

It’s not long now to Christian Aid week, the 
big annual fundraising push. Below is a sum-

mary of Christian Aid’s spending in 2011/2012 

Save the Children Syrian Children  Appeal  
   

Our church elders have met in response to a request from   Save the 

Children, and will donate £100 (on behalf of the Church) from the 
Benevolent Fund to the Syrian Children Appeal.  

 

Meanwhile Save the Children’s CEO, Justin Forsyth  welcomed the 
Chancellor’s budget confirmation commitment  of international aid 

saying ’ playing our part in making the world a better place is in the 

British DNA. It’s something we should be very proud of”. 

  
In a new report, Childhood Under Fire, launched to mark two years 

of the violence in Syria, Save the Children says two million Syrian 

children are caught in crossfire of conflict., and  half a million are 
refugees in neighbouring areas. Save the Children says ‘funds are 

limited and we urgently need more support to continue our vital 

work with children going through horrific experiences’. 
 

Save the Children’s Director of UK policy, William Higham says 

the new government budget does not help the UK’s poorest chil-

dren. . ‘In tough times, the government needed to prioritise the little 
funds it had on making work pay for those who need it most’.  
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

                              

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  
A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

April 11th  Matt Dixon  Fire Service Dogs 

April 25th  Kay Van Kesteren   Erdington in the 1830’s 

April 2nd   Easter no meeting  

April 16th  Mr and Mrs Christophers – Albrighton Pottery 

May 7th  C Gregory.  How Remembrance day is celebrated in 

different countries. 

 

Christian Aid says it constantly reassesses itself to make sure it’s rel-
evant and exercises good stewardship both in it’s work and fundrais-

ing.  It  granted money to Asia and the Middle East ; Africa ;  Latin 

America and the Caribbean ;  Global, Britain and Ireland.. 

Christian Aid Week - May 12th -18th. 

STOP *** PRESS 

We have received a lovely letter of thanks from the new 

Mr and Mrs Carl Ford.  It is on the notice board at the 

back of the church.  Do read it!  Ed 
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Erdington Foodbank 
 

The pioneers at Erdington Food bank officially man the project from 

this month.  They’re banking on our support to help build up dried 
and canned food stocks and other items such as soap and nappies. It is 

open on Thursdays from 12noon  to 2pm.  Clients will bring their 

voucher to  the  foodbank centre which is at Six Ways Baptist Church.   
It can then be  redeemed for three days emergency food.  The pro-

gramme is run by volunteers and overseen by  Churches Together 

Erdington.    

Prayer  

 

Lord thank you that in Jesus’ life we have a concrete example 

of how to live and overcome obstacles. In innocence he suf-

fered perhaps worse than we experience, and has left us New 

Life in you as a legacy.  We trust you  Father for health, heal-

ing, and all life’s needs. Remember and comfort especially our 

Minister in bereavement. Through Jesus our Saviour, Amen.  

Count your Blessings:  How did yours go? Preaching for us last 

month Wilma Frew from Wylde Green URC admitted, finding out 

just how many blessings she totted up was an eye opener—she’ll be 

sending a hefty sum to Christian Aid then! 

Songs of Stage & Screen by Midland Opera—featuring 

‘memorable moments from shows and films we all love’. 

Saturday April 13th; Six Ways Baptist Church Erdington.  

Tel 07985 079 227 for info and tickets. 

MONTHLY PAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS REMINDER 
Subscriptions to our paper are due for renewal.  Please return the slip, 

completed, with £3.50 to get your paper for the next year. Why not 

get one for a friend too?  But time is running  out!  Put your order 

and payment in by 21st April, to be sure of your paper.  Hand them in 
to any member of the McMahon family or use the drawer at the rear 

of the Church. There will be no spares  for those who forget!  
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Fun Kid’s Quotes :  GOOD  SAMARITAN 
 

A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of  the 

Good Samaritan. She asked the class, "If you  saw a person lying 

on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?" 
 

A  thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence,  "I think I'd throw  

up." 
 

Donated by Elizabeth McMahon from her files. 

Fellowship News   
by Judy Ratcliffe 

 

The diary, 19th February:- 
25 people sat down to a lovely  

fish and chip or chicken and chip  

supper.  We delivered Valerie to 
her home as unfortunately, she  

had had a fall and broken her 

wrist.  We welcomed Graham who joined us after a visit to his 

Mum.  We all enjoyed our meal with bread and butter and various 
sauces.  Thelma and Elizabeth made tea and coffee.  The sum of £35 

was added to Fellowship funds. 

 
5th March:- 

Lots of apologies tonight.  18 people present.  Glad to see Val back, 

though with her arm in a sling.  David Lewis is our speaker tonight, 
talking about his 6th walk for the church, up the Geo Parkway.  The 

walk took him 19 days – not all in one go – and was 109 miles long.  

He started in Bridgnorth and finished in Gloucester.  He saw many 

beautiful views from high up and through the Wyre Forest.  He 
slipped and slid on the muddy tracks after all the rainfall.  He tried 

the Malvern Water – not impressed!, Schweppes have sold 12 mil-

lion litres of Malvern Water.  David saw some unusual animals on 
his travels;  bison, white ponies, a very protective ram and his sheep 

and a kuni kuni which is a very ugly pig!  Thank you David for 

sharing your memories with us. 
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A weekend Treat 
 

 

 

Swanwick in 

Derbyshire is 
one of those 

place names  

that many 

church people 
know.  It is a 

long standing 

conference and 
holiday centre 

and it  recently 

hosted the Christian Women’s Fellowship bringing together women of 

the URC, Church of Christ and others.  Although conversations re-
vealed these were women from all walks of life , there was no sense 

that people were anything but united. 

 
It was an opportunity 

for women to explore 

and nurture skills.  
The various sessions 

over the days re-

vealed a myriad of 

talents, not least in 
drama, leadership, 

music, overcoming 

obstacles, initiative 
and staying power. 

 

 
There was one group from the wilds of North Lincolnshire spanned the 

generations, from a baby girl to her grandma, who by the way was a 

retired URC minister.  Their area consists of widely spread out small 

villages.  It was food for thought to hear that sometimes the size of 
their congregations gathered from across the villages, would only be 

about 10 people.  That was about the size of this extended family 

group.  Yet they continue in prayer, Bible study, and even have a Syn-
od representative among them. 
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Women came from as far afield as Hull and Essex.  The Sutton Cold-
field contingent included, one from Erdington, one from Coventry and  

2 Nechells stalwarts  who have been coming for decades.  The mighty 

Sutton ladies excelled in some dramatic performances. 

 
A walk to the  local 

church whose history 

is closely tied to that 
of the centre ended  

in seeing some lovely 

craftwork I know you 
will enjoy seeing 

these tapestry kneel-

ers  marking im-

portant events and 
groups  in the life of 

the church. 

 
 

Inspiration abounded throughout the weekend, from a blind woman 

whose singing was glorious; another woman has overcome phenome-
nal obstacles and is  training for church community work; two women 

travelled to an international convention in Brazil;  the keynote speech 

by Christian Aid’s Director, Loretta Minghella; and  the Sunday ser-

vice, including communion. That ended with an invitation  to take 
home some ‘left overs’  from  12 baskets containing crosses. Like the 

left overs from the feeding of the 5 thousand, the baskets’ contents 

were our  left overs from 
the fullness from the 

conference which we 

were to pass on.  

 
 

The verdict on the week-

end:  Refreshing, ful-
some, with space for qui-

et and tranquillity, and 

satisfying. 
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Vera’s Views 
It would be great if a 

group of young of-

fenders could be  
inspired by their  

own wonderful art 

and craftwork.   It’s 
been on show in  

Erdington’s Central 

Square arcade and 

included paintings,  
garden benches, 

planters and small 

garden sculptures.   
 

 

The  colourful 
and positive  

work  is part  of 

a programme 

for them to re-

pair and com-

pensate after 

their crimes .  I 
was struck by 

two where the 

artist clearly 
confronted 

crime and pun-

ishment.  I say 

very well done .  
 

The work will be given to local charity shops . 

 
 

Just across the passage was another visual feast  at a new café called 

Mother’s.  While it’s great to know that women's role is appreciated, 

the founder of this café had something more ‘fab’ in mind – think 
music bands, The Move, Led Zeppelin, Carl Wayne, Black Sabbath. 

North Youth Offending Team Art Exhibition 
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Sheila Coleman  who describes herself as a trendy 6o year old has 
been asking: Where has the old ‘young, happening’ Erdington gone?  

She is doing something to stir things up.   Her  new café  has  groovy 

purple and white seating and décor with  broad tangerine swipes , so 

you know it has less to do with mums and more to do with the once 

world famous music club and scene in Erdington.  
 

The café’s walls show the host of pop stars who lived ,worked and 

performed in Erdington. Tourists still come to remember.  She de-

scribed the experience of young people having places to go back 
then; when talented people gathered in youth clubs watching each 

other play, picking up tips and techniques, validation and praise; 

somehow making youth life and culture positive and with hope in  a 
community which was then thriving.   

 

Sheila is not wishing for the old days, she’s at work to make some-

thing new. 

That’s  it for this month– do keep supporting us where you can,  our 
organizations  put on some great sessions—Thanks to contributors, 

and do keep those items coming . Ed 
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Erdington United Reformed Church 
Holly Lane/ Orphanage Road 

 

 
 

 

  

Refreshments including lunches   

(Lunches served from 11.30am) 
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