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The Study (mid 
March) 

  
   
Dear Friends, 

 

As I sit to write this we are coming to the close of Lent and will soon be mov-

ing into Holy Week and its events.  It was a week that changed the world for 

ever.  Indeed you may well begin to read this newsletter as those events are 
pondered on in morning prayers each day at church. 

 

So many people come to church on Palm Sunday and hear of Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem only to return the next Sunday to celebrate Jesus’ resur-

rection. In doing so they miss out on some of the pivotal events of what hap-

pened in between, events that changed the world. 

 

The day after Palm Sunday Jesus returns to the Temple in Jerusalem and runs 

riot overturning the tables of the money changers and driving out corrupt mer-

chants.  He tells people that the temple will be destroyed and rebuilt in three 

days (a reference to his own death and resurrection) but also a strike at the 

heart of the nation of Israel whose focus of belief was the temple itself.  Je-
sus’ claim and actions thrust him into open conflict with the authorities who 

decided the time had come for Jesus to die. 

 

On Tuesday of Holy Week Jesus is found in a house in Bethany sharing food 

and conversation with some of his followers.  A strange woman interrupts the 

proceedings and kneels at Jesus’ feet.  She washes them with her tears and 

anoints them with oil.    This act of devotion prepared Jesus for what was to 

come; the dark clouds of sorrow and death began to gather. 

 

By Thursday it was time for Passover.  Again Jesus is in Jerusalem but this 

time alone in an upper room with his disciples. He breaks bread and says’ 
This is my body which is broken for you’.  He takes wine and says ‘this is the 

cup of the new covenant’.  And Judas departs to do what he needed.  The 

meal is followed by the pain of the garden, the betrayal of a kisser, the arrest 

of one who was servant of all, and the denial of a close friend. 



The flowers in our Church for March  have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Please sign up if you wish to provide flowers to beautify our church. 

 

Apr  1st  Vacant,   

April 8th  H. McGregor 

April 15th  P. May 

April 22nd  Graham Sweeney 

April 29th  Vacant 

On Friday there are trials, judgements, torture and death.  All seemed lost, 

all seemed like it had been for nothing it was ‘God’s Friday’ it certainly 

didn’t seem like a ‘good Friday’.  So began several days of the darkest 

gloom. 

 
As people of the resurrection we of course know the outcome.  The gloom 

didn’t last, the darkness never prevailed, sorrow was surpassed by joy, the 

stone was rolled away, and the tomb was left empty.  ‘God’s Friday’ did 

become a ‘good Friday’ after all! 

 

May the joy and peace of the Risen Lord be yours this Eastertide. 

 

I remain as ever your friend and minister 

      

                              Graham J Sweeney. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Lenten prayer 

"So far today, God, I've done all right. I haven't gossiped, I haven't lost my 

temper. Haven't been grumpy, nasty or selfish. I'm really glad of that. 

But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed; and from then on, 

I'm probably going to need a lot of help."  

 

From: JavaCasa.com Bible Trivia Humor, sponsored by DesperatePreacher.com 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR  APRIL 2012  

Sun 1st 10.30am  

 

Palm Sunday Family worship led by Mr Robert Foster 

who is a member of Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church. 

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th  

9.30am  

Prayers in Holy Week each morning 

Fri 6th 10.30am  Good Friday Erdington Churches Together open air 

service near the village Co-op.  Coffee morning as usu-

al at Holly Lane. 

Sun 8th 10.30am   Easter Day Family worship  

including communion led by our 

Minister Rev Graham Sweeney 

 

Fri 13th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 15th 10.30am  Family worship including prayers for  healing led by 

our Minister 

Fri 20th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 22nd  10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Andy Vail who is a mem-

ber of Bournville URC. 

Fri 27th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 29th 10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Tom Ledger who is a lay 

Reader from Erdington Parish Church, St Barnabas. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Give thanks to the risen Lord 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 



 

Refreshments including lunches   
(Lunches served from 11.30am) 

Erdington United Reformed Church 
Holly Lane/ Orphanage Road 



Westminster College Cambridge £7 million Appeal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Following on from our AGM on the 11th March, the Elders have met to dis-

cuss in principle the financial support that we, as a fellowship should give to 

the above appeal. 

 

Whilst things are difficult at the present time, the Elders were overall in fa-

vour of recommending that the Westminster College Appeal be our nominat-

ed charity for 2013.  In addition, it was agreed that we hold three retiring 

collections this year to be held on the 1st Sunday in May, September and 

November. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you will know Westminster College has been an important URC 

Resource Centre of Learning for many years.  To date over £4 million has 
been raised in cash and pledges from General Assembly, Synods, College 

Alumni, Friends, Local churches, and church members. 

 

As a congregation, we should feel proud to endorse the merits of this appeal, 

as we have the satisfaction of knowing that we are investing in the future 

mission work of the church in creating opportunities for all God’s people. 

 

Hugh MacGregor 



JUNIOR 

CHURCH NEWS 

 

 

Our youngest  

member 
Jack aged 17 
months 

Elizabeth helps 
Emilio hand out 

Flowers on Moth-
er’s Day 

And Alex—he’s 

just happy!  And 
a future Olympi-
an?  

 
May God 
grant all our 

children and 
young people 
a life f fulfil-

ment, 
through Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  



13 - 19 May 2012.  
‘Seeing everyone of all faiths and no faiths working to-

gether for one cause is very uplifting and raises a large 

amount of money at the end.’ So says one volunteer.  

Christian aid  currently work with 507 partner organisations in 47 countries 

around the world. They only work with ‘on the ground partners’ who know 

the needs of the communities.  I find it’s the example’s of projects at work 

which grab my attention at the moment  Like the project in the town of Gbap 

(pronounced bap), Sierra Leone. Four out of five families in rural Sierra Leo-

ne do not have enough to eat. Things started to change with the arrival of the 

Methodist Church of Sierra Leone (MCSL).  It encouraged the community to 

set up a village development committee (VDC) so that everyone including 
marginalised groups could be heard.   At the same time, they looked at the 

small town’s farming output and set up a food production group.  

 

It provided seeds and some basic tools. It helped the 

group to expand their grounds.  Result food for all 

provided by the people themselves.; but that’s not 

all .  Helped by MCSL, the people of Gbap lobbied 

for government funding to improve life in their 

small town. It’s not all laughter and glee all the 

way but all sides including we who give or fund-

raise can see some results. 
 

I also liked this story:  Ekta Parishad is a network 

of grassroots organisations campaigning for land rights and control over for-

est resources for marginalised communities. Representatives from this  Chris-

tian Aid partner  are on  a 13-month long journey across India demanding that 

the government swiftly implements land and legal reforms. The climax will 

see 100,000 landless people, some barefoot, march for a month, covering 

350 kilometres from Gwalior (near the Taj Mahal) to Delhi in October and 

November 2012, in one of the biggest non-violent campaigns the world has 

ever witnessed.  It estimates that access to land could lift 400 million Indi-

ans out of poverty. Each of the marchers is putting aside two handfuls of rice 

per week for family and community members left behind, and two rupees to 
help fund their way on the journey. (It’s not hard to imagine that whatever 

pennies we can give can make a difference – 2 handfuls of rice per week!) 

 

What about this project for single women again in India: Christian Aid 

partner Equal Nari Sangathan (Strong Women Alone) works across six 

states in India to connect single women and help educate them about their 

rights and entitlements. Many are grown women, but some are widows as 

young as 10 years old. Younger widows are often pressured by their families 

to remarry and leave their children behind with relatives or friends, as is the 



custom. Many SWA members choose to remain single in order to raise their 

children and have suffered abuse, discrimination and social exclusion as a 

result.  

 

Fellow SWA members provide an alternative family to help challenge these 
customs, encouraging one another to wear bright colours and become active 

members of society. There are literacy classes for members who have missed 

out on formal education provision due to custom, culture and poverty.   

When Savitri Bai was widowed at 33, her main fear was that her in-laws 

would take her land and home from her. SWA helped her gain the title deeds 

for her land and access government support to build a well to irrigate her 

crops and feed her family.  

 

 Ten years on, Savitri Bai is a local SWA 

group leader and an elected deputy leader of 

her village. She helps protect and stands up for 

other single women in Jharol Block,  
 

 

 

Finally a photographic slide show which could help change lives even in 

this country. Christian Aid and world class Magnum Photos cooperative 

created a series of thought-provoking audio-photographic slideshows for 

World AIDS Day 2011 called  Stigma Under the Lens and it has been 

shortlisted in the new media category of the One World Media Awards 

2012.  
 

The galleries tell the stories of brave people around the world who are living 

with HIV under the shadow of stigma. They examine how stigma manifests 

itself in everyday life, and help to explain why thousands of people would 

rather not know their status than face discrimination at home, in their com-
munity, at work and within their faith.  Christian Aid has also been working 

with faith leaders round the world.  They believe ministers  have high stand-

ing in their communities so every religious leader has the potential to influ-

ence. One supporter says 'Religious institutions can either reinforce prejudice 

and discrimination, or they can fight against it '-Anivaldo Pandilha, Koinonia.  

Christian Aid works with Muslim and Christian faith leaders in this work. 

 

 

All that said this year Christian Aid week  at Holly Lane will be different. 

Bessie’s away.  Since I’ve been here Bessie’s been at the helm of our Chris-

tian aid efforts –but she is still recuperating.  We miss you Bessie.  
 



At the AGM plans were announced of the work to be done on the 

church building this year.  The leadership team are looking for as many of 

us to join in and help as possible.  It has occurred to me that this essential 

works is not just to make us the congregation more comfortable – it is part of 

the welcome to our church.  The state of the fabric of the building and 
grounds can make being on site a pleasing as well as an inclusive experi-

ence, for example it could ease the way for people with disabilities- legal 

necessities such as proper access as well as human kindness.  That is why we 

pay special attention to the building as well as the grounds.   Welcome. 

 

With God there are no coincidences – 4 days of reflection 
(Apologies to Pauline for the late publication of this letter) 

 
On 26th October before one of my regular weekly prayer meetings, the cho-

rus in my mind was: ‘Turn your eyes on Jesus Look full in his wonderful 

face 

And the things of this world will go strangely dim in the light of his glory 

and grace.’ 

We sang this at the meeting and for the duration we were together the song 

kept coming back either in words or humming the tune. The Holy Spirit was 

leading , what a wonderful experience. 

 

Another member got a scripture Psalm 119 verse 37: Turn away mine eyes 

from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy  way. 
 

Three days later while watching a programme ‘The Eagles Cry’ the pastor 

related how he went to bed one night and kept hearing to take his camera to 

bed or put it at the side of his bed.  He thought it strange but obeyed.  Dur-

ing the night he was woken by a bright light and the presence of the Lord 

was in the room.  In the corner was a round object like a badge with golden 

and white light and a deep centre .  He took a photo and got the scripture 

Isaiah 11 v5 ‘and righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithful-

ness the girdle of his reigns.’  On examination and inspection by a number 

of his Christian colleagues they decided it was a portal and lattice doorway 

( this and other things could be seen on the programme). 

 
On the 30th in our church intercession prayers, the preacher prayed that the  

Lord who show what he wanted for our church.  Returning home and open-

ing our monthly magazine, Graham’s letter was entitled ‘Seen anything 

good recently’. For me The 4 days theme was ‘eyes seeing and looking’.  

Are these coincidences?  God Bless. 

 

Pauline May. 



 

 

 

 

THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stat-

ed.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially wel-

come.  

New members are very welcome.  We start at 7.45pm on  the first and 

third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   

 
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

April 12th  Visit to India – Elizabeth Walker 

April 26th  Holiday slides and talk – Susan Yates 

April 3rd  Salvation Army – Major Howard 

April 17th  Holiday in China – Sue Yates 

May 1st    May Day Supper 

BIBLE READING ROTA 

I will soon be compiling the new Bible Reading Rota.  New  

volunteers are always welcome, but if anyone is unable to  

continue please let me know.  Thanks to all currently taking 

part. 
 

Sylvia Errington 



 

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAGAZINE NOW 

Subscriptions to our paper are now due for renewal, and new ones are very 

welcome.  Please return the enclosed slip, completed, along with £3.50 to 

get your paper for the next year.  But time is running  out! 

Slips and payments need to be returned by 22nd April 2012!  

Hand them in to a member of the McMahon family or the drawer at the rear 

of the Church as soon as   possible to ensure that you don’t miss out on a 

copy. 

Irish Culture on Parade at this years  St Patrick’s Day 

Festival 
Erdington’s Irish community joined 

in the festival launch at the Irish 

Centre in Digbeth in Birmingham 

City centre .  

 
 All the warmth, humour, love cul-

ture and dignity as well as dignitaries 

were there.  Pipers set the mood in 

the main room at the launch, which 

was beautifully decorated in orange 

white and green.  St Patrick himself 

by the way was host extraordinaire, 

welcoming among others Ireland’s 

Minister for Tourism, and Birming-

ham’s Lord Mayor Councillor Anita 

Ward.  Guests were treated to music 

and song by a traditional Irish band, 
a fabulous display of Irish dancing, 

and glorious food.  This year’s Birmingham St Patrick’s Day Festival in 

the city centre was a treat of all the best of Irish culture.  The call’s gone 

out to the diaspora—come home to Ireland for a ‘Gathering’ in 2013. 

 

Our photo shows father and sons pipers of the Birmingham Irish Pipes and 

Drums 



 
Vera’s Views 

 
We are looking forward to a good Easter celebration and would love all 

our readers to join us. The timing for the celebration seems just right– the 

past few months world wide have been full of such life dramas.  

What about the incident of 23 year old Fabrice Muamba having a heart 

attack on the football field.  What struck me was that Pray came in almost 
immediately in front of the worlds millions of viewers.  Remember Nigel 

Crowther’s story in last month’s magazine about 3 year old Samuel  who 

prayed for him, and he got through a dangerous journey home.  Who 

knows the science? Simple people pray.  So roll on Easter,  and have a 

great time. 

 

At St Mary’s church in Market square Lichfield, the congregation can roll 

out of the service, and come back to the building later for some drama and 

heritage. Three quarters of St Mary’s  is given over to the Lichfield 

Heritage Centre, which volunteers Peter and Carole Griffiths came to 

Holly Lane to tell us about.   

 

A lot of school children go to learn about history of Lichfield which dates 
from Saxon times.  They hear about the Cathedral,  Anglo Saxon Christi-

anity, the Tudors, the home guard, WRVS - lots of children were evacuat-

ed  to Lichfield during the war.  Peter and Carole said 

they often tell the stories in costume, however  they 

were in plain everyday gear when they gave us an enter-

taining talk with pictures and a display of some artefacts 

they brought along. (Right: Bottle with a marble in it, 

to stop your pop pouring out ) 

 

Some of the centre’s star attractions are the Treasury , 

with lots of items showing exquisitely crafted silver-

ware, from church pieces to Staffordshire regimental 
items. There’s an interesting story behind  some recent 

additions – from the Archers club of Lichfield which 

became defunct.  The club   decided to reform,   went to 

open a bank account and discovered that the bank had 

trophies they did not know they had including silver, maces, swords and 

so on belonging to the City of Lichfield and plates from churches within 

Lichfield diocese. In another incident  items from a 13th century village 

church which had been stolen and thought lost forever were found when 

workers cleaning a drainage channel found  a leather bag containing the 

hoard. There’s also a unique and now world famous tapestry exhibition by 



Staffordshire woman Mrs Sylvia Everitt of Rawnsley,  For her work Sylvia 

was awarded the MBE in 2002. 

 

(Right Scoll’s bridle to stop people talking) 

 

 

Even the gift shop has a nice twist to it.  It features 

Arthur Price goods. He provided all the silverware 

for the Titanic. On 10th April to commemorate the 

100th Anniversary of the sailing and sinking of 

Titanic the Centre is holding  an event exploring 

the true story behind Captain John Smith’s iconic 

statue which is located in Beacon Park, Lichfield. 

Life in the Midlands has clearly not been boring.       

The Lichfield Heritage Centre charity is self funding and Carole and peter 

have started doing talks to help out with funding.   Just get in touch  via the 

Heritage Centre to book them for schools, groups, or events. 

 

 

 
The highlight of Women’s World Day of Prayer 2012 in Erdington was 

hearing a first hand account of Christian life in Malaysia from a local wom-

an who has visited the country.  She began by showing off the sarong she 

was wearing describing what it consists of and how to put it on properly.   

 
Joan first became interested in the country when her then church in Lich-

field hosted a group of Malaysian young people.  She says the love of God 

shone out of them and she wanted to see where they came from. Later when 

the chance to visit Malaysia arose she grasped it. She couldn’t name a de-

ciding moment when she came to Christ so she was interested in how these 

people got there.   

 

In Malaysia among the poor there were a lot of pastors and she had a sam-

ple of what some of  them had to go through to get to their congregations.  

When her group went on tour, vehicles had to travel on muddy roads, 

through paddy fields and oil palm plantations.  Sometimes they would have 

to get out for the bus to be pushed out of the ground it had got stuck in.  Yet 
at their destinations people would be waiting to welcome the visitors with 

all the hospitality they could muster. 

In the jungle people lived in long houses only accessible by long boat 

(powered by a motorcycle engine).  Then suddenly a robed choir would 

appear – in a place you could not get to by car. She says  today one of those 



people now a vicar is not allowed to spread 

the gospel to Muslims.  Muslims fear Chris-

tians, and all churches have to be careful. 

That visit made a difference to Joan's life as a 

Christian.  When she came back she wanted 
to do more and quite early on was advised 

that evangelism and mission were her call-

ings.  Meeting Malaysian young people led 

to the start of her spiritual journey.  The Arch 

deacon at the time, she remembers, said that 

though he was from a tribe of head-hunters 

he now hunted for God. 

As Malaysian women said  in the service they had prepared for women all 

over the world to share , it’s a tough time in their country, and Joan says for 

example once where the various religious groups there respected and shared 

each others celebrations that has stopped as the Muslim faith is much 

stronger . The WWDP service was very prayerful with heartfelt hymns.  
Our church was well represented in the congregation.  My main criticism is 

that as many of the participants were unsteady on their feet, it would have 

helped if they hadn’t had to do so much walking to and from the micro-

phones. That said ,there was an interesting display of materials illustrating 

life in Malaysia, including tasty food.  

 

 

 

Taking Tea with a  Really Nice Doctor  
 

When she was little Dr Berta Patel  just wanted to be a mummy like her 

own mum.   Berta thinks her Dad wouldn’t have minded,  however mum 

pushed for education, saying ‘you are going to study something that will 

give you a much better chance in life’.   

 

 

Berta - actual name  Alberta after her dad who’d  expected  a son!, was born 

in Northern Ireland to very loving parents, both teetotal and down to earth.  
Dad was the 5th son of 7 children of a farmer.  It was tradition that the eldest 

son got the farm because it would not support all of them; so the others 

knew they would have to make their own way.   There are still relatives 

living at that farm today . 

 

 



Her dad had to leave school when he was 12 – the school master did not 

get paid for teaching children older than that. So 

he went to work in the grocery shop which his 

older brother Irvine ran.  Mum was a teacher in 

the public elementary school but young Berta 
was sent to a fee paying school.  That time in her 

young life was tough . Berta was born in 32. Her 

mum got breast cancer in 1939 and had to have 

her breast removed.. Berta remembers being in 

hospital at the same time having her tonsils out .  

Berta’s  sister Edna who Berta describes as a 

much more sober person than she, was keen on a 

career  and she became an adolescent psychia-

trist.   

 

 

So she wasn’t quite a war baby then?  Dr Patel  says  her parents had a map 
of the world on the kitchen wall.  She thinks the Germans must have been 

bemused and befuddled about Ireland.  Which bit was part of the UK?  

then  you had Dublin being anti English.  Confusion! 

 
Church 

 

In Berta says 70 percent of the people around her were practicing  Presby-

terians, Church of Ireland was also big, as was Catholicism.   In those days 

people just accepted religion and  went to church. Services started at 11 

and it was a real day of rest,  In fact her dad was grateful for the war it 

gave him a rest because before the war he kept the shop open till 9 at night 

but during the war there was the black out so he had to close earlier.  Dad 

was born in 1890 and was in his mid 50’s during the war and  suffering the 

aches and pains of quite a hard life 
 

Berta says her mum came from a middle class family because grandma 

was able to get her children educated.  Mum’s brother was a GP in Bir-

mingham , 3 others went to Australia.  Berta says  there was a terrific 

amount of emigration.  She says  Ireland could produce a lot of babies but 

no work. .Her mum had only 2 children Berta and Edna, with just a year 
and 9 months between them.  Edna was an academic and the stories she 

was telling sounded good, also other close relatives  were nurses, so for 

Berta, medicine it was to be. (Farmer’s daughters she reckons, make great 

nurses because they come from a caring and very practical background. ) 

 



She studied at Belfast Queen’s university which trained  80 students per year 

but only about 20 stayed in the area, and Berta too left when she qualified. 

She says Ireland’s taxpayers have paid for no end of the world’s physicians. 

 

Berta worked  in West Bromwich first as a senior hospital house officer and 
decided, thinking of the years it took, that she could not become a consult-

ant , went into general practice.  She thought she was quite a people person 

and liked listening to people. When she looks back she’s got some proof that 

she had been a help although she herself had doubted it.  People would meet 

her and compliment her on what she did for them , and she would think what 

did I do?  But she reckons now that giving people the opportunity to get 

things off their chest was amazing help for them.   

 

 

Meanwhile her husband- to- be Sashi had set up a pharmacy.  He told her 

later that all the Patels want to be self sufficient  and self employed.  Encour-

aged by his dad he’d bought a single ticket and come to England to study .  
His grandma had previously done the same thing-  given his dad a single 

ticket to East Africa .   

 

Berta’s and her husband felt straight away that they had 

a lot in common and understood each others struggles.  

He was 4th of 8 children , his 3 sisters had to have dow-

ries . They met through the Graduate English club in 

Birmingham where they both became members.  She felt 

they both knew the value of money, neither wanted any-

thing fancy in terms of possessions.  She said he was a 

plain hard worker.  Later he achieved his dream of tak-
ing  his wife to see the Taj Mahal for their honey-

moon—which was spent half in Africa and half in India.  

He’d saved up for that including unpaid leave.  He’d 

been banking  his money, and hadn’t even a bicycle let 

alone a car and  had 1 suit  . 

 

When you meet people from another country you learn a lot says Dr Patel.  

Her parents came over for their wedding  in Birmingham 40 years ago.    

When she had told them about him they were a little bit guarded but decided 

he was a ‘lovely chap’.  Berta says he was terribly responsible and orga-

nized , not spoilt in any way.  He’d have given the shirt off his back to you.  

He put others first.  She laughs saying she  selfish in comparison because she 
liked her comforts. . He enjoyed good home cooking – he was a good man 

and went on to be a wonderful  dad who adored their daughter Saryu . Saryu 



 
chose  to use this name and not to use her English middle name because  

she’s  proud of her dad and loves the link it gives her  to him.  

 

She arrived at Holly lane which was very welcoming, with a lot of things 

going on and the couple  soon melted in and made friends.  She says it was a 
privilege becoming an elder.  Her husband Sashi always came to church with  

her.  He had a saying there should only be one religion in a house.  Berta 

says he was a better Christian than her. He did not have a jealous bone in his 

body, and was the most gentle person you could ever meet- he would give in 

to her.  He believed in peace under the roof.   

 

 

The couple both did well in their careers.  Berta Became a GP in 57 and 

eventually  covered 3 surgeries— in Kingstanding, at Queslett road in 

Great Barr, and in Streetly. Of course  there were  varieties of families and 

financial situations.  She comments on great changes she had seen in her 

career: the pill,  better injections for children, and oral medicines.   Po-

lio, scarlet fever, german measles, tetanus were once deadly and com-

monplace.   

 

 

The NHS only came in soon after the war offering the poorer people so many 

improvements Dr Patel says. It was a good time then to be a GP.   People in 

Britain do not know how lucky they are. People abroad, in India and other 

countries either have to go without or sell something to get medical treat-

ment, and we have so much medical care here.  In other countries you are old 

in your 60’s.  In those countries there are  no pensions—you work till you 

drop if you do not have a family to support you in old age.   
 

For the Doc. Christianity is about setting an example and helping people who 

need help.  She is looking forward now to a pleasant and uneventful future. 

Berta  is currently being spoilt by her daughter, son-in law, grandchildren 

and the family in general.  She counts herself lucky and blessed in life, in-

cluding  health wise; she has had a marvellous life she says .    

 

When I first Bertha her she was a regular help in the kitchen on coffee morn-

ing so I asked her about her cooking skills. Sadly, she says, they are very 

much lacking .  Growing up she found clever excuses to keep out of the 

kitchen  - she would say she had to study and her mother ,she says fell for it.  

Edna on the other hand was she was keen;  the result is that she is very handy 
all round.  The Doc’s just great, and as always beautifully turned out . By the 

way ladies vintage is in fashion hurrah! As for you men, you’re already 

in fashion aren’t you?    



No trivia connected with the Queen’s diamond jubilee is too small to men-

tion. So here goes - and this all comes from the official diamond jubilee 

website:  

 

The two Royal kneelers, used during her wedding service, were covered in 
rose pink silk. They were made from orange boxes, due to war time austeri-

ty, and date stamped 1946. 

 

The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh have been married for 64 years and  

among their  2,500 + wedding presents were a hand-knitted cardigan, two 

pairs of bed socks, and a hand-knitted tea cosy. 

 

She doesn't attend service through duty or habit,  worship is an integral part 

of her life and her personal beliefs. (from theroyalforums.com ) 

 

The Queen has answered around three 

and a half million items of correspond-
ence, has sent over 175,000 telegrams to 

centenarians in the UK and the Com-

monwealth and she has sent almost 

540,000 telegrams to couples in the UK 

and the Commonwealth celebrating their 

diamond wedding (60 years) anniver-

sary 

 

The Queen launched the British Monar-

chy’s official website in 1997. In 2007 

the official British Monarchy YouTube 
channel was unveiled, swiftly followed 

by a Royal Twitter site (2009), Flickr 

page (2010) and Facebook page (also 2010). 

 

The Queen learnt to drive in 1945.  

 

I’ll leave you with this question What is a "dorgi" ? Will chipper,  brandy 

and cider be on any help?  Clue they are linked to the Queen. 

 

From the website .  http://www.thediamondjubilee.org/60-diamond-wedding-

anniversary-facts 

 

Thanks to all contributors, do keep your items coming.  Finally a huge Thank you 

to the Editor’s support team. 

Below from the EURC’s news edi-
tor’s collection. 
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