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 A Family Blessing 

Cover picture of the Petrie-Dolphins at thanksgiving for birth of baby Ethan©  
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Dear Friends,  

Some practical things before I come to a more personal message from 
the study.  At church meeting in September we set the major dates for 

2013 and I list them now for your information: 

 

· Friday 11 Jan – Cheese and Wine evening at the home of David 

and Hilary Bedford 

· Sat 9 Feb – Concert at church given by the Vaughan Singers 

· Sat 16 till Sat 23 March – Players production week 

· Sat 8 Jun – Spring Fair 

· Sat 29 June – Savoy Tea 

·     Mon 1 and Tues 2 July – Patron’s Evening 

· Sat 28 July till Sun 11 Aug – work party  

NB the halls will be closed for the whole of this period as it is 

planned to varnish and re-seal the floor. 

·    Sat 10 Aug – Manse BBQ 

·    Sun 22 Sept – Harvest and Gift Day with Harvest Lunch 

·     Fri 27 Sept – MacMillan Coffee morning 

·    Sat 12 Oct – Fellowship Ploughman’s Lunch 

The Study 
Mid September 2012 
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·  Sat 2 Nov – Autumn Fair 

·   Sat 16 till Sat 23 Nov – Players production week 

·   Sun 1 Dec – Advent Breakfast 

Please make a note of these dates and put them into your diary. 
 

 

Now onto something more personal ...  Our great Newsletter Editor 
has had her spies out and has somehow discovered my own personal 

links to royalty!!  She wants me to share that news with you as part of 

her continued ‘Jubilee Year’ stories.  Whilst I don’t want to ‘blow my 
own trumpet’ I am doing what I ask – see madam editor I obey your 

every command! 

 

 
My mother and BB captain accompanied me on that occasion and I 

met the Duke, himself in person.  I recall it being a great day out and 

what I was to think a ‘once in a life time’ visit to the palace... not so. 
 

In 1979 I had another visit to receive from Her Majesty the ‘Queen’s 

Silver Medal’, which I was given when I won the ‘Apprentice of 
Great Britain Award’.  At that time I was ‘serving my time’ as an ap-

prentice at ‘Cammell Laird Shipbuilders’.   

My first visit and experience of 
being in Buckingham Palace was 

to receive my Duke of Edin-

burgh’s Gold Award at the age of 

15.  
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Although Her Majesty did not present the award herself it is ‘minted’ 

in her name by the ‘Royal Mint’ and only one is made per year.  You 

can see from the pictures the signature of ‘Philip’.  The Duke is him-

self, the Worshipful Master of the Company.  There was a banquet in 
the ‘Guild Hall’ the night I was given my award and my mother and 

father where so delighted to have been made special guests.  We had 

such a great day... visits to Buckingham Palace, the Guild Hall, West-
minster Abbey, Parliament House.... Fond memories! 

So there it is.  This has been a somewhat different type of letter from 

the study this month but I hope you have enjoyed the read. 
I remain as ever your friend and minister 

Graham J Sweeney 

 
 

The award entitles me to add the letters 
‘QS’ (Queen’s Shipwright’) after my 

name should I want to.  The award is 

sponsored by ‘The Worshipful Compa-

ny of Shipwrights’ an old and historical 
trade company stretching back to the 

days when Kings and Queens had 

tradesmen build ships in wood.  Think 
of Henry VIII’s flag ship – that is how 

far back they go, though in the modern 

metal age ...well let’s not go there! 

I think Graham’s letter this month is a real treat, and sets us up very 
nicely for the rest of this publication in which we have more occa-

sions to celebrate.   

We congratulate the Petrie-Dolphin family who feature on our cov-

er on making one of our services extra lively when David and 
Debra  thanked God for the birth of their son.   

 

We also give thanks to God that this month as we celebrate the 
40th Anniversary of the birth of the United Reformed Church.; and 

as usual we have much more  we hope you will enjoy reading. 
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2012 

 Fri 5th  10.30am  Coffee morning  

Sun 7th 10.30am  Family Worship led by Rev Bob Ash who is a for-

mer Minister of Pype Hayes and Coleshill URC’s. 

Fri 12th 10.30am Coffee morning  

Sat 13th 12 noon  Fellowship Ploughman’s Lunch 

Sun 14th   10.30am  Family worship led by Mr Tom Ledger who is a 

Lay Reader from Erdington Parish Church St 

Barnabas. 

Fri 19th 10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 21st  10.30am  Family worship including  
communion and prayers for  

healing led by Mr Shaun Kelly  

who is a member of Warley  

Baptist Church. 

Fri 26th  10.30am  Coffee morning 

Sun 28th   10.30am  Family worship led by Rev Sue McCoan  who is 

Minister of Wylde Green URC 

Lord, thank you for your Spirit 

    who guides our prayers 

    for this world 

Please see centre pages for times and activities of the Guild and Fellowship 
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The flowers in our Church for October have been donated by: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We remember and give thanks for the life of Margaret Roberts  who fre-

quently provided flowers to beautify our church, and  booked up early in 

the year  to do so on October 28th. 
 

7th Oct   Vacant 

14th Oct  C Rivers  

21st Oct  H England 

28th  Oct  M. Roberts  

 

Prayers of appreciation for God’s goodness. 
Lord as we celebrate the many events and anniversaries 

this month,  help us to appreciate all we have in and 

through our church and the URC; and the gifts and tal-

ents which allow us  to help others; for all we share 
with others.  

  

We are thankful for the long standing ministry at our church of heal-
ing of our minds, bodies and spirits.  We are comforted in knowing 

that though we have times of sorrow and pain, they will be replaced 

one day with  true Joy .   
  

We are thankful that you have our lives in your hands, and we can 

trust in you  to  make choices and attend to us your children accord-

ing to our needs.  
 

Bless us and keep us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The death has been announced of Margaret Roberts a long standing 

member of our church.  At this stage we have no information about 

her funeral as the news came as were going to press.   Our thoughts 
and prayers are with her sister Joyce, her daughter Jane and her 

family and friends .  We give thanks for the knowledge that Marga-

ret  is at peace with the Lord. 
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 Erdington United Reformed Church 
The Fellowship 

 

 
Ploughman’s Lunch 

 

Saturday 13th October 2012 
12 noon—2 pm 

Tickets  -  £6.00 
 

Available from Members of the 

Fellowship Committee 
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Celebrating  40th years of the United Reformed Church 
 

On October 5th 1972 the URC church was born with an act of Parlia-

ment, events at Westminster Central Hall, a Westminster Abbey Ser-
vice with  Archbishops and top church representatives and a youth 

evening event in the historic Congregational City Temple included 

dancing in the aisles to music from ‘Godspell’.   Below: Erdington’s 

Sunday morning service sheet. Note the sound recording .  
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The URC’s birth was an important step after centuries of Christian 
disunity between the establishment Anglican church, and others 

which did not conform. In the 17th century there were executions, 

persecution and dissenters fleeing abroad. All had a world wide im-

pact.  A pamphlet  says the birth of the URC was a firm and definite 
step ‘in the search among British Churches for the kind of unity that 

people can see’. Progress is still being made today. 

 
Do you recognize any of the names from this section (below) from the 

Erdington evening service sheet of October 8th 1972?.    

 

 

Vi Baggott   was a member of the Congs.  She’s written this let-

ter telling what Erdington URC means to her today 

Church by Vi Baggott 

 

On Sundays I go to church where my faith in God is strengthened, 
being reminded that God is love and I will be helped to live my life 

in that love through the teaching I receive with guidance from our 

minister’s Bible  teaching and chosen hymns written often by Chris-
tians expressing their faith. 

 

It is good being at church with Christian friends. 

 
The church also reminds me of personal joys – my children’s wed-

dings, a grandson’s christening , our own 50th wedding anniversary.  

Even the funeral of my husband Les , dealt with loving care, was 
special too. 

 

Yes ,for me, Erdington United Reformed church is a very special 

place, where I find caring people to share the richness of God’s love 
throughout my ordinary everyday living. 

Vi 
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THE GUILD 

THE FELLOWSHIP  

All meetings take place in the Parlour at 2:15 p.m. unless otherwise stat-

ed.  A warm welcome is extended to all. New members are  especially 

welcome.  

Everyone is sure of a warm welcome .  We start at 7.45pm on the first 

and third Tuesday of the month. 

COFFEE MORNINGS   
Our coffee mornings at Holly Lane take place every Friday, in the Parlour 

from 10:30 am to 12 noon.  Do join us;  All are very welcome. 

Oct  11th  David Lewis—Geo Parkway Walk 

Oct  18th  (2.pm) Committee meeting at the home of Mary Fell 

October  25th  Elizabeth Walker  - Trip to Tanzania 

October Oct 2nd  Mrs Ann Reaney – Urban Buddies 

Sat Oct 13th  Ploughman’s lunch 

October 16th  Gentle Yoga 

A friendly reminder to keep collecting your coins 
for Pudsey and friends because we’ll be holding 

our usual Friday Coffee morning in aid of the Ap-

peal on November 9th and on the Sunday 11th. All 

are very welcome.  
We will again be covering Pudsey Bear with coins.  

Look forward to your support.  

                                               
  Sarah McMahon     
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Players  
 

Our autumn production is the classic JB Priestly 

play ‘An Inspector Calls’.  Set in 1912 it tells the 

story of a family celebration which is interrupted 
by a police inspector, who brings news that a girl 

known to everyone present, has died in unpleasant 

circumstances.  It seems that any or all of them could have had a 
hand in her death.  But who is the mysterious Inspector? 

 

We do hope you will join us to find out!!! 
 

Performances are at 7.30pm on November 14th, 15th and 16th and 

2.30pm on Saturday 17th November. 

 
Tickets are available from the box office on 0121 384 7607 or 

07749246852 

 
Once again our thanks to all the groups who have changed their 

usual plans to accommodate us, we really appreciate it 

 
Natalie Rust (Chairman) 

During 2012 the challenge for the West Cen-
tral    area  of the Leprosy Mission is to raise 

£10,000  to help 200 children affected by lep-

rosy in the Cabo Delgado region of Mozam-

bique.  
  Next Fundraising event: Malverns Walk of 

Hope on Saturday 13th October starting at 

10am.  4.5 miles - moderately easy.  
Registration and start from car park near Bea          

con Road in Upper Wyche Village. 
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Happy Birthday Wishes 
  

Dear Friends, 

                            So much has happened since I first attended 

Holly Lane Church in 1973 that it is difficult to know what to 

mention; I have some very happy memories of my time there. The 

most noteworthy events were my Confirmation (alongside Libby 

and George) in 1976 and the baptisms of Richard in 1974 and 

Katherine in 1977. Many valued friendships have been forged over 

the years, especially those from Toddler Group days. Just look at 

those toddlers now! 

I feel privileged to have been a member of the Hymn Group and 

then the Music Group when we merged with the Choir. What a 

range of wonderful hymns and songs we sang firstly under the 

direction of Ross and then Annabel, two very talented ladies.  

At St Peter’s, where I now worship, “Happy Birthday” is sung to 

members with special birthdays complete with a second verse 

which might be new to you. So, altogether now, stand up straight, 

deep breath (no hissing Sids!) 

  

Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, 

Happy birthday dear Erdington URC, happy birthday to you. 

  

May the Good Lord bless you, may the Good Lord bless you, 

May He guide you and keep you, may the Good Lord bless you. 

  

So as you celebrate forty years as Erdington URC I wish you well 

and pray that the Good Lord will bless you all. 

Love and best wishes, 

Alanna 

  

Celebrating  40 years of the United Reformed Church 

Alanna and Derek Dancey retired to Devon. 
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Celebrating  40 years of the United Reformed Church 
Sign writers did a roaring trade after the Union. New signs showed the 

name and who had united, like  Erdington URC (Congregational/

Presbyterian); helping people  find the  old familiar groups. For some 
of the 2000 new churches it was simply a name change. Though the 

formal day of union was 5th October 1972,  with 2 distinctly different  

traditions, history , merging, Erdington's process  took 3 years.  Hugh 
MacGregor (Pres) says emotions ranged from nerves to elation. 

During that time, on Sundays there were joint morning  services at 

Presbyterian Holly Lane and evenings at Congregational High St .  

 
Elizabeth McMahon would take  Junior church  down to join Hilda 

Nicholls at High St  and vice versa.  Hugh says the process to final 

union creation lead to an enriched and rewarding fellowship..  People 
had to sit down together to work through their governances – take ac-

count of 2 lots of everything;  methods, rich talents and abilities , 

choirs, leadership groups, social groups, even different ways of taking 



 14 

communion.  Hugh  recalls the High St people as being very open and 
friendly, less reserved that the Presbyterians.   Perhaps it was reflect-

ed in their ministers’  garments too.  

The Pres wore the traditional dog collar and degree hood, while the 

Congs preferred the flowing robes.   
 

The photo below taken at our Harvest lunch last month confirms one 

body (including many friends from  St Barnabas)  beautifully meshed 
enjoying a wonderful meal. Our food gifts have gone to St Basil’s. 

 

We face chal-

lenges like all 
other church-

es yet we are 

still active at 
church and 

within our 

community.  

 Beautiful 
bread  as al-

ways  Mary!   

Progress is being made on creating the Erdington Foodbank.  

A steering committee which includes our minister graham as treas-

ure, and made up of local Churches together members and non mem-

bers, are working hard and consulting with the Trussell Trust to 
bring it to fruition.  The facility is  planned for  early in 2013. 
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Above:  Sorry about your head 
David, our Ed took the photo! 
Left: Beautiful and talented—
Pretty as a picture   

Below: Eve loves Granddad 

Below: As 3 children had 
birthdays there were cheers 
and the Happy Birthday song.  

Our lovely young regulars Emilio 
and Tashora stayed in church to 
enjoy the service: Right—thank 
you children for a wonderful  

Junior Church day. 

Baby’s Ethan’s Big Day  
Petrie– Dolphin celebrations are becom-

ing  regular  at our church. Graham mar-
ried them in 2005, he  conducted daugh-

ter Eve’s birth thanksgiving, and the huge 

gathering of family and friends witnessed 

Ethan’s.  
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Heat In the City 
If love and good will were the measure of summer heat –  2012 was 

hot. The Olympics and Paralympics  very nicely brought together 

many themes for us to think about.  The world came to us , first world, 

developing and developed 
rich and poor, able bodied 

and the less physically and 

mentally able, and we unit-
ed in admiring, rejoicing 

and commiserating .   It so 

happens that  Birmingham’s 
summer events involving 

Jamaica are quite timely for 

us at Holly Lane.  Jamaica 

is our partner country in the 
URC’s Commitment for Life.  That charity by the way is 20 this year.   

It works in partnership with Christian Aid in  Israel and the occupied 

Palestinian territory, Jamaica, Zimbabwe and Bangladesh .   
 

So to Jamaica ..  huge celebrations for it’s 50th anniversary of Inde-

pendence (in August) are still  going on. I hope you enjoy some high-
lights I have picked out. 

 

Jamaica  Inspiration.   

Below: on the right of the pic-
ture  Beverley Lindsay OBE, 

OD, with our editor.  Bever-

ley is a highly successful en-
trepreneur who heads Dia-

mond Travel in Dudley Rd in 

Winson Green.  She’s been 

honoured with an  OBE  and 
the Order of Distinction, one 

of Jamaica’s highest honours.  

The Mum of two sons and for-
mer  nurse and midwife is a 

devoted and hard worker,   

championing  Birmingham, 
her local community, charities, 

and Jamaica . She is currently 
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the President of Birmingham Rotary, and is extremely proud of the 
position; By the was she is also it’s  first black female.  Beverly has  

strong faith and  says she asks God to remind her  ‘from whence she 

came’, as she says her life could have been so different.  She came 

from being  ‘ ..a little dried up pickney (child) from Stokes Hall,  Ja-
maica  to where she is now.  Despite her busy schedule Beverley is 

also a homemaker, and loves  to cook and bake.   
Below left: Seen in Erdington. 

 B’ham Lord Mayor greets 

crowds  following 50th  JA 

Independence anniversary 

service in Victoria Square 

 
At Right: Enjoying ‘Jamaica in 

the Square’,  Birmingham/
Jamaican Olympic poet Ita 
Gooden and to her right Carroll 

Edwards Marketing and Com-
munications Director University 
of the West Indies, Mona Cam-
pus Jamaica.  

Local churches are taking 
part in  celebrations and 

commemorations in  a 

Black history month ser-

vice,  by Churches To-
gether Erdington at Six 

ways Baptist church on 

Sun 28th October at 6pm.   
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And  finally - Fun Kids quotes from Elizabeth McMahon’s files  

 

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grand-

mother's house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was 

being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating 
right away. "Johnny!  Please wait until we say our prayer." said his 

mother. 

 
"I don't need to," the boy  replied.  

"Of course,  you do." his mother insisted. "We always say a prayer 

before eating at our house."  
 

"That's at our house." Johnny explained.  "But this is Grandma's house 

and she knows how to cook!" 

  
 

(Below—Junior church in the noughties—the little darlings!) 
  

Front row Rebecca, Vera, Kim artist specialising in origami, Sarah McMah-

on Middle:  Peter, just peeping out behind him Ricky, his sister Tara, Paige; 

Back row,  Rev Graham Sweeney, and Elizabeth McMahon. 

Thanks to all contributors, we hope to feature more of  life in the 
‘Union’ in our next issue.  Have a great month. 
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Erdington United Reformed Church 

Holly Lane 

Autumn Fair 

Saturday 3rd November 2012 

11am—2pm 

 

Hamper raffle 
 

W
hite Elephant 

Books 

Cards 
Tombola 

Raffle 

Cakes and Groceries Gifts 

Refreshments and Light 

Lunches  Admission 30p 
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Ms Vera Gilbert 
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Miss Thelma Hird 

(0121)  352 0371 
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